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About the Annex CAt ResCue

our Goals
The plight of homeless cats in the Greater Toronto Area is a growing one in search of a compassionate solution.  
The Annex Cat Rescue is an all-volunteer charity which deals with this sad problem in five ways:

	 •	by	humanely	trapping	homeless	kittens	and	abandoned	or	stray	adults	for	our	
	 foster	and	adoption	program;

	 •	by	feeding	and	providing	medical	care	for	feral	cats	in	designated	colonies;

	 •	by	curbing	population	growth	in	those	colonies	through	trapping,	then	spaying/
	 neutering	and	vaccinating	these	cats;

	 •	by	educating	the	public	on	the	compassionate	treatment	of	homeless	cats	and	
	 responsible	pet	ownership;

	 •	by	improving	urban	environments	through	community	collaboration.

Our	Programs
Currently, ACR has over 100 core volunteers including foster parents, adoption screeners, photographers, feral-
cat trappers, colony feeders, craft makers, administrators, financial officers, event organizers and fundraisers.

We do not operate a shelter. All our cats are fostered in a network of volunteers’ homes, preventing the 
behavioural problems that develop when cats are caged for long periods, as well as the spread of infectious 
disease. The foster home environment also makes it easier for our foster care providers to socialize nervous cats 
and to better understand their temperaments, thereby ensuring that the cats are adopted by the most suitable 
homes. Through home visits, prospective adopters are able to interact directly with our cats in a setting similar to 
their own. That’s why ACR describes itself as “Cat Adoption with a Difference.”

In the twelve years since our founding, ACR has placed over 2000 cats and kittens in permanent, loving homes. 
Cats six months or older are spayed or neutered. All adopters of kittens must sign contracts agreeing to spay or 
neuter the kittens at the appropriate time.

“Feral” cats are the free-roaming, wild offspring of domestic cats that have been abandoned or lost. They may 
have been wild for several generations and tend to live in colonies in back alleys, parks, garages or wherever 
they can find shelter and food.  The ACR believes that all cats deserve humane and compassionate care.  Our 
volunteers continue to feed feral ACR cats in the colonies where we are spaying and neutering them. These 
volunteers also report colony cats with medical needs to our trappers for veterinary attention. The ACR has a 
strict no-kill policy and only euthanizes cats on purely compassionate grounds.

Since a female cat can have two or three litters a year, she can exponentially produce thousands of offspring in 
a short time, many of whom will perish through starvation, freezing, attacks by humans and other predators. The 
ACR intervenes in this tragic cycle of suffering through our T-N-R (trap-neuter/spay-return) program. In the last few 
years, the reach of this program has been greatly extended. 

ACR’s funds are raised by our volunteers through membership fees, adoption fees, donations, gift cards and 
money from the sale of our handmade crafts. Our foster parents generously cover the cost of food, litter and toys 
for the cats that are in their care.  Our volunteer feeders pay for most of the food they distribute to ACR colonies.  
On occasion we have received donations of food from local clinics, pet stores and pet food companies.  This 
food is disbursed throughout the feral feeding program and sometimes to foster homes. 
 



2

Our	History
The ACR was founded in 1997 when residents of The Annex neighbourhood in downtown Toronto banded 
together to care for a local colony. Gradually our service area, both for cats and volunteers, has spread to ex-
tend across the greater Toronto area. 

In 1999, Canada Revenue Agency granted ACR charitable status (#871653945 RR 0001). A Board of 
Directors was chosen and a philosophy was formalized through our constitution, by-laws and guidelines.

Our	Future
As ACR completes its 12th year, our focus is on continuing to reduce the number of unwanted kittens through our 
TNR approach while maintaining our foster and adoption programs, and pursuing the funds needed to do so.

The current board is finalizing a definition of “What makes an ACR Colony” to help determine what ACR is 
responsible for in colonies that we helped in the past.

This year, a detailed handbook was produced which summarized information that new and current board mem-
bers need in order to effectively carry out their trustee and management roles for our charity.  It’s in loose-leaf 
format, so it can be updated and kept current.

ACR	Board	of	Directors	June	‘08	-	July	‘09

Sara Slater Chairperson 2nd year of her 1st term
Shannon Falconer Vice-Chairperson 1st year of her 1st term
Matthew Duncan Treasurer 2nd year of his 1st term
Maxine Sidran Secretary 1st year of her 1st term
Raven H. Sun Member at Large Board appointment to fill a vacancy 

(effective October 5, 2008)
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HigHligHts	OF	2008

VolunteeR Positions

This year we saw a number of key ACR Coordinators move on from their positions with ACR.

Foster/Adoption
Sharon Steinman, who did so much work for ACR as Foster Coordinator and who often acted as Adoption 
Coordinator as well, has stepped down and we wish her all the best and thank her for the countless hours, 
days, years she put into the programs. Raven Sun and Sara Slater stepped in to temporarily do the 
coordination work until a new Coordinator could be found.  Early this year, we welcomed Heather Brown 
as the new Foster Coordinator!

Maxine Sidran and Shannon Falconer stepped in to share the role of Adoption Coordinator, and lead a team of 
about 12 Adoption Screeners to help make sure our foster cats and kittens are adopted to loving forever homes.

Volunteer
Morgan MacDougall also stepped down from her role as Volunteer Coordinator, and from all the help she pro-
vided with the Foster and Adoption Coordination roles.  We wish Morgan all the best, and thank her for all her 
hard work.  Sara Slater has stepped in to fill the role of Volunteer Coordinator.

trapping
Jennifer Clipsham stepped down as Trapping Coordinator, as she decided to move to another country 
temporarily.  She assured us she would look into cat rescue there too!  Alison Cornell, who was one of ACR’s 
key trappers, agreed to step into the role.  Thanks, Jen, for all your hard work, and thanks to Alison for taking 
over so quickly and so well.

special	Events
When Jessica Hopkins stepped down last year after doing such great work as Special Events Coordinator, 
she left a large void for quite a while, until Rhiannon Ryder, one of ACR’s dedicated fosterers, declared her 
interest in the position. GREAT!  We would like to thank Rhiannon for her great work as Special Events 
Coordinator.  Rhiannon did a wonderful job organizing the events and coordinating volunteers this past year, 
and getting ACR established in the PawsWay events.  Like the Energizer bunny, she keeps on going.  Many 
thanks, too, to Jessica for doing a wonderful job filling in when needed, and for continuing her great work as 
our Transportation Coordinator.  

Feral	Feeding
This year, Cary MacBay also stepped down from the role of Feral Feeding Coordinator of the Kensington 
Route. Fortunately, Rondi Adamson took over as Kensington Feeder Coordinator just before Christmas 2008, 
after having been among the first Kensington feeders for nearly ten years. To say she knows the route well would 
be an understatement. Thanks, Rondi!

special	Volunteer
ACR was lucky to have a very special new volunteer join us 
this year, 7-year-old Ally!  Last Hallowe’en, Ally asked for 
donations to ACR instead of candy. At her recent birthday 
party, Ally asked for donations for ACR cats instead of 
presents for herself.  Since she’s such a special girl, with 
such a great mom, we made a special arrangement for 
Ally to visit some ACR foster kittens.   
 
Everyone had a wonderful time!
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thank	You!
The ACR board of directors would like to sincerely thank all of the other volunteers who were not highlighted 
above.  We are lucky to have so many smart and devoted volunteers, without whom we could never have raised 
as much funding and rescued as many cats and kittens as we have.  Thank you all so much!

HElP	wAntED!

special	Event	Volunteers
We always need more volunteers to help with special events by staffing our event tables, in shifts of only 2 hours. 
This is a great way to get to know ACR as well as to help the kitties and spread the word.  Rhiannon is trying to 
organize several upcoming events.  Please help us if you can!  

transport
Volunteers with cars are in short supply! Do you have a car, and a couple of hours you can spare occasionally? 
We’re always looking for people who can transport supplies to special events, collect and distribute donated cat 
food, pick up and drop off cats at the vets.

Foster	Homes
Annex Cat Rescue now has a wonderful team of foster homes.  What we need now are special foster homes 
who can meet some specific needs, such as: 
	 •	have	isolation	space	(for	a	minimum	of	3	weeks	at	a	time)
	 •	are	willing	to	participate	in	socialization	of	feral	kittens
	 •	are	willing	to	medicate,	if	necessary
	 •	are	available	on	a	long	term	basis,	if	needed.

If you can help with any of the above, please contact the Volunteer Coordinator at:
volunteer@annexcatrescue.ca.  Thank you!

Fostering	and	Adoptions

2008 saw 129 of our feline friends find their forever homes – 80 kittens and 49 adult cats. Of those, 55 lucky 
cats/kittens were adopted in pairs/multiples.  

Every adoption is the result of a huge team effort with trappers, screeners, photographers, administrators and 
our veterinarians all playing a vital role. The heart of our adoption program is, of course, our foster homes who 
provide food and love in abundance.  They also make veterinarian visits, nurse sick kittens, socialize frightened 
felines, and open their homes to potential adopters. Currently, we have a network of about 24 foster homes. 
Since 13 of our cats were adopted by their foster homes in 2008, you can see why we always need more foster 
homes and why falling in love is a serious occupational hazard!

Adoption	statistics

total
Adopted

Adopted by  
Foster 
Home

Total
Returned

Single
Adoption

Adopted
in Pairs/
Muliples

Kittens Adult
Males* 

Adult
Females* 

2008 129 13 4 74 55 80 22 27
2007 152 16 4 75 77 100 18 34
2006 168 18 0 104 64 106 25 37
2005 160 22 1 96 64 109 26 25

 
*A	kitten	that	is	spayed/neutered	at	the	time	of	adoption	is	considered	“Adult”
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2008 was an extremely challenging year for cat adoptions.  Although we had many adorable and social kittens 
in the spring and summer, due to various reasons, cats remained in foster care and their journey to their forever 
homes took a bit longer than normal (even some of the kittens that had been in foster care since birth remained 
with us long enough that they had to be spayed/neutered!)  It seems that it was a record “kitten season” this 
year as many other animal adoption agencies in the GTA faced the same issue.

Fortunately, most (if not all!) of the kittens that were rescued this past year have since been adopted.

As our organization gets older, the number of cats that ACR has placed into permanent homes continues to 
accumulate.  Unfortunately, over time things change for some of our adopters and the natural result is that some 
of our alumni are inevitably returned to us.

ACR’s adoption policy continues to stand – if an adoption does not work out, ACR will make every effort to take 
the cat back into our foster program.

FERAl	COlOnY	FEEDing

After more than a decade of feral feeding, ACR’s great crew of volunteer feeders continues to grow. Although 
ACR began with a skeleton group of just two or three, we now have approximately 26 feeders who care for 
feral cats year round.

The majority of feeders routinely provide their own feline kibble, with a smaller number relying on food donated 
to ACR. Through our T-N-R (trap-neuter/spay-return) approach, our trappers have succeeded in stabilizing the 
number of feral cats at many of our feeding stations. However, new cats − sometimes ravenous − continue to 
appear. Some were recently born to feral mothers; others are mature ferals that have discovered our feeding 
stations; still others are semi-feral cats, perhaps kept as mousers who have escaped from local shops; also in 
attendance are domestic cats that have become lost or been abandoned by irresponsible owners.  All of these 
new arrivals find comfort and relief at ACR feeding stations –  some only briefly while awaiting placement in 
foster care, and others for a lifetime.  This past year, ACR feeders continued to distribute more than 3,000 kg of 
dry cat food to upwards of 50 cats, operating daily throughout the worst blizzards and the most oppressive heat 
and smog.   

BRAVO to our lifesaving volunteers!

Chinatown	route
Chinatown’s feral feeders continued their great teamwork throughout 2008. Many of the feeders have been 
active in Chinatown for years, a few for as long as a decade. In 2008, we welcomed several new feeders to 
the Chinatown team and gave our thanks to several long-standing feeders who retired from the route. As the 
years pass, the feeders find themselves saying their goodbyes to the cats, too. In 2008 and early 2009, we lost 
several cats to old age: Smudgy; the Black Mother; The Candidate; and Caesar, among them. We miss them all 
and remember them fondly, but we also celebrate their long, rich lives. Some have lived to be 14 – far beyond 
the life expectancy of 2 to 5 years for a feral cat. With almost all of the cats on the route having been spayed/
neutered, kittens are now very scarce. Even so, new wards aren’t uncommon. In 2008, we discovered three or 
four adult ferals living within the perimeters of the route and assumed responsibility for their care. Also this year, 
Beth, a feral cat who had almost stopped eating, was treated successfully for a rotten tooth and returned to her 
colony. She is now thriving. As well, thanks to the perseverance of one of the feeders, a female tabby who was 
living outside but socialized has moved indoors into a supportive home.

We thank all of the Chinatown feeders for their dedication and enthusiasm.  Special thanks to Sharon Kirsch for 
coordinating the feeding on this route for more than a decade!  New volunteers are always welcome. Right 
now, the greatest need is for occasional backup feeders. 
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Kensington	route
When Rondi began as Coordinator of the Kensington route, we had six nights a week covered and only 
needed to find a Saturday feeder – never an easy task, and made less easy by the January weather. Luckily, 
new volunteers Neil and Janice now alternate Saturdays.  And our devoted back-up feeder, Janine, helped out 
on Thursdays until April, when Marcia became the Thursday feeder. So all nights are covered now, with reliable, 
dedicated feeders. We still need some back-up feeders, as one never knows!  

The route has stayed more or less the same, with a couple of slight changes at the request of local business 
owners. The cats themselves remain a constant source of joy, worry and sadness. Many Kensington cats have 
already been spayed or neutered, but there are a number of cats who need to be spayed/neutered, or 
examined by a veterinarian.  Some would be good candidates for adoption, if foster homes can be found.  
Can you help?

  

 

tRAPPinG

the	Chester	Colony
Last year ACR took on the Chester Colony with the help of Carolyn Heathcote, who is one of the main caretakers 
of the colony.  With ACR’s help, most of the cats were spayed/neutered, with only a couple remaining as winter approached. 

The Chester cats have been doing very well and are provided with two square meals a day. The ACR Chester 
colony volunteers maintain constant communication about the general well-being of the colony.  The cats now 
come right up to Carolyn’s back door at feeding time and even come when called by their names! They have 
become quite familiar with the volunteers, enough to allow themselves to be petted, and even brushed.    

There were no new kittens born in the existing colony this year, but a stray female (not part of the colony) thought 
this might be the best place for her kittens to be born, so there was an addition of four more kittens. One of the 
four was taken into the foster program and has been adopted.  ACR was also notified of another small group 
of cats just up the laneway from the Chester colony.  TNRing for the remaining cats in this colony, plus the small 
group up the laneway, is currently underway.  We are well on the way to having the whole group TNRed, and a 
kitten-free 2010!

Photos by Rondi Adamson

Photos by Sara Slater
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the	Boxcar	Colony
By the fall of 2007, after a year of trapping, the last Boxcar colony cat had been trapped and neutered and 
the colony seemed stable enough to live out its natural life.  But a few weeks later, ACR trapping volunteer 
Laurie Channer discovered that the land on which the Boxcar colony lived was going to be taken over by the 
city for the East Bayfront Development, and everything on it would be torn down to create Sherbourne Park.  
With some assistance from Councillor Pam McConnell’s staff, Laurie learned that the colony would have to be 
moved by the fall of 2008.  Six adult cats needed to be relocated, and the search began for a barn home to 
which the cats could be relocated.  Eventually, through word of mouth, a volunteer from another rescue group 
found a horse barn in Markham that would take four cats.  Since the two long-haired Boxcar females had Flea 
Allergy Dermatitis (FAD), which required monthly applications of Revolution or Advantage (which they had been 
getting from their longtime feeder at the Boxcar location), and they seemed to be the tamest of the six, the other 
cats would go to the barn, and we would try to socialize the two with FAD. 

Mass trapping efforts began the first weekend in October, with five 
volunteers taking on various rescue roles.  Since all the cats had been 
TNRed, they were understandably wary of the traps.  After four or five 
trapping sessions totaling 12 hours the first weekend, only one cat had 
been trapped.  Toronto Central Animal Clinic agreed to vaccinate the 
cats as they were trapped, regardless of the day or time, so the cats 
could be taken directly to the farm with little delay, with the help of yet 
more ACR volunteers.  

The farm outside of Brampton is ideal – it has horses, a donkey, a goat, two 
pot-bellied pigs, and a couple of other formerly-feral cats.  The owner made a 
feeding room available where the cats could adjust to their new surroundings.  
Each cat was brought to the farm individually as it was trapped.

It took three weeks to trap all six cats, one at a time.  All kinds of traps 
had to be used (regular, double-ended, drop trap).  The cat we thought 
would be easiest because she was the most tame was one of the toughest, 
requiring the drop trap and a struggle in the mud to get her out of it!  The 
final cat was grabbed by hand, and maneuvered into a cat carrier turned 
vertical by the amazing Joyce, who fed the colony for 9 years, and who 
spent the afternoon practising that move on her own housecats!

Of the two cats who were thought to be socializable, Blanca reverted 
to utter terrified feral behaviour once indoors at Sara’s.  Pretty Girl 
was not as difficult, but had an upper respiratory infection that needed 
medical attention.  After some weeks, Blanca still had not warmed 
up to being approached or handled, and we thought she might be 
better off with her colony-mate.  Blanca was moved to join Pretty Girl 
in a temporary foster home at Joyce’s.  By this point, the weather had 
turned cold, and since they had not grown their winter coats, Joyce 
committed to harboring them until the spring.  A home with an old 
unused barn on the property was lined up to take them, just in case.

But over the following few months, Blanca made great progress!  We are now looking for a dedicated foster 
home or loving adoptive home for this stunningly beautiful calico cat.  Please see Blanca’s story and pictures, 
further on.

Great job, everyone!
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FunDRAising	AnD	sPECiAl	EVEnts

Our main sources of funding are private donations from caring individuals, businesses and foundations, as well 
as special events and ongoing catnip toy donation baskets and coin boxes located in vets’ offices and businesses 
around the city.  A network of ACR volunteers monitor these locations, which bring in the “bread and butter” 
income that ACR needs in order to care for our cats.  (Fundraising figures are shown in the financial report.)

We are currently in the 3rd year of a 3-year grant from the Weston Foundation, for which we are eternally 
grateful. 

This year, our special event volunteers held numerous successful fundraising events, including some new and 
unusual ones.  Events not only generate income for ACR’s cats, but they also raise awareness of cat issues in our 
communities, and help us connect with new people who want to volunteer with us.  

On behalf of everyone in ACR, we would like to sincerely thank all the volunteers who take time out of their busy 
schedules to organize and run these events, and provide hand-made crafts which our charity offers to the public 
“for a kind donation.” 

	 •	long-time	volunteer	linda	hosted	three	yard	sales	on	weekends	in	June	and	July,		
	 			2008	–	thanks	to	everyone	who	persevered	despite	constant	rain!		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 •	Eddie	Vedder’s	wishlist	Foundation	selected	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			ACR	as	the	charity	to	receive	the	proceeds	of	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			a	pre-concert	fundraiser	on	August	12,	2008,	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			complete	with	a	raffle	of	Eddie	Vedder	and	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			Pearl	Jam	items!	
 

	 •	in	september	2008,	Raven	sun	sacrificed	her	
	 			long,	lovely	hair	to	raise	funds	for	ACR	and	the	
	 			terry	Fox	Foundation	through	her	own	“shave	
	 			for	spays”	event!

	 •	Pawsway,	a	pet	fair	at	Harbourfront,	on	november	29	and	30,	2008;	January	31	
	 			and	Feb	1;	and	May	16-18,	2009.

	 •	Artisan’s	Fair,	a	show	and	sale	of	hand-made	crafts	at	the	tranzac	Club,	on	
	 			December	6,	13	and	20,	2008.

	 •	Raven	sun	was	named	Volunteer	of	the	Year	by	her	employer	for	all	of	her	great	
	 			work	on	behalf	of	ACR,	which	meant	a	very	generous	donation	to	ACR!

	 	 	 	 	 	 •	lCBO	coin	box	program:		ACR	was	permitted	
	 	 	 	 	 	 			(for	the	third	time)	to	have	coin	boxes	in	several	lCBO		
	 	 	 	 	 	 			stores	during	January	2009.		little	t	was	our	little	
	 	 	 	 	 	 			heartbreaker	fundraising	ambassador!

        Congratulations and thanks to everyone involved!

Photos courtesy of Brian Tao (www.luxography.ca)
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ouR Website
Our dedicated Webmaster, Raven, is revamping our website, which will include more photos of cats available 
for adoption.  Thanks, Raven!
  

wE	will	Miss	KAtHY…

ACR lost a great friend and fellow volunteer in December 2008 – Kathy Bragg.

For many years, Kathy made the most gorgeous and delicious (nut-free!) 
pastries -- and always an ACR cake -- for our annual meetings. We were 
lucky to be so spoiled.  Some folks might even have come out just to get a 
taste of Kathy’s fantastic treats!

And what a seamstress!  Over many years, Kathy made thousands of fabulous catnip toys – all by hand and 
perfectly, of course.  Plus piles and piles of gorgeous purr-pads, also perfectly, of course! 

Kathy was driven to raise money to rescue cats, and she really put her huge heart into it!  Though she always 
preferred to stay in the background and would never let us thank her properly in person, we will all always 
know how much her selfless and painstaking volunteer work contributed to the rescue of hundreds of cats and 
kittens.

Kathy rescued two cats of her own, named Misty and Hope, who are now happy in their new forever homes.  
Despite all she went through with her health, she was always full of humour and hope.  She was a generous, 
loving and hopeful person.  Kathy will be deeply missed.
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FosteR stoRies

ouR losses

It’s just inevitable – we lost some of our foster cats this past year.  This is the very sad reality of dealing with 
vulnerable cats who have been neglected, discarded and abandoned.  Each of these wonderful animals 
touched our lives, and our volunteers worked hard to ensure that we brought them comfort in their final days.  
Many thanks to our loving volunteers!

gYPsY	

Gypsy, a pregnant Chinatown feral, was taken into an ACR foster 
home in 1998 and had four healthy kittens.  While spaying her, the 
vet discovered she was almost toothless and possibly as old as eight 
– almost twice a feral’s life expectancy!  Due to her age and the fact 
that her colony had moved on, releasing her back outside would have 
been cruel. Gypsy adapted well to indoor living, except she never 
learned to accept being touched by humans, so she was deemed 
“unadoptable”.  But Gypsy lived happily for 10 more years in her 
foster home, even developing a deep bond with another rescued feral. 

In late 2008, it was clear that Gypsy’s health was becoming increasingly worse 
and that her days were numbered. In an act of extreme kindness, Gypsy’s foster 
mom agreed to officially adopt her. Gypsy died peacefully as a result of renal 
failure, with her foster mom at her side, in February 2009.  Rest in peace, 
dear Gypsy.

Gypsy is a great symbol of what ACR does – committing to cats in our care 
regardless of age, level of tameness, or health status, and committing to them 
for as long as they live. As far as feral cat stories go, Gypsy’s was a bit unusual, 
but a pretty happy story nonetheless. Your donation will help to ensure that other 
rescued feral cats will get the care they need and never again have to know the 
perils of the street.

nAssAu

Nassau came into ACR’s care in July 2005.  She was one of the most affectionate, charming and pleasant gals 
we’ve ever met. It’s hard to believe that this remarkable grey tabby was found barely surviving the cruelties of 
street life in Kensington Market. Sadly, by the time we found her, Nassau needed some serious dental work, 
and eventually had to lose most of her teeth.  But this had 
absolutely no effect on her brilliant personality and spirit!

In December 2006, sweet Nassau was diagnosed with 
diabetes and required Hummulin (kitty insulin) every day.  
Then in 2007, she was found to also have a chronic 
renal failure condition.  Nassau had been in a slow 
medical decline for several months in the latter part of 
2008, and we finally had to let her go in January 2009 
at approximately 14 years of age.  Rest in peace, 
sweet princess!
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OuR	sPECiAl	nEEDs	CAts

BlAnCA	--	special	foster	or	adoptive	home	urgently	needed!

Blanca was rescued last fall from the Toronto waterfront Boxcar colony that was being helped by ACR volun-
teers. The site where Blanca’s colony lived was threatened by new development and ACR worked tirelessly to 
move all the cats out of the area just before the wrecking ball hit. By the end of October, ACR had rescued all 
the remaining cats and arranged for most of the adult feral cats from the colony to go to barn homes.

Although Blanca was considered a semi-feral adult, she 
had shown great potential as a domestic cat and her 
longer fur made her less suited to continue living out-
doors. Originally, we hoped that Blanca would become 
tame and settle for a pampered indoor life, however the 
socialization volunteer had little success. By the time we 
decided that perhaps Blanca might be better off in a 
barn home, winter had hit, and there was no way that 
we could re-home a cat outdoors when she hadn’t had 
a chance to develop her winter coat. Blanca stayed in 
another temporary foster home over the winter, and we 
planned to move her to a barn in the spring, once the 
weather had warmed up.

However, this beautiful, medium-haired calico seemed to have other ideas. Over the past five months, Blanca 
has progressed quite a bit.  She no longer automatically runs away when cautiously approached. She has also 
been known to twine around the legs of her caretaker and let herself be petted. Among the other cats that reside 
in the same home, it is Blanca who greets you at the door!  This remarkable change in behaviour prompted us to 
reconsider our plans for Blanca’s care.  While we would love to see Blanca continue to progress with her current 
caretaker, unfortunately, she cannot stay there much longer because the resident cats have not accepted Blanca 
into their clique. Blanca must be relocated in the near future.

We are looking for a supportive long-term foster home or 
understanding adoptive home for Blanca. This gorgeous 
girl will need very patient folks who will allow her to 
continue to develop trust with humans. Although Blanca 
is accustomed to being around other cats, she may come 
along more quickly in a home with no other cats. The so-
cialization process for an adult cat can take a fairly long 
time, but ACR will provide coaching assistance whenever 
needed. All Blanca needs now is your patience and love. 
The change from feral cat to socialized pet does take time 
and attention but certainly can be extremely rewarding.  
Please help our spring flower blossom!  Perhaps the third 
time will be the charm for Blanca. 
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J.D.	sAlingPuRR	(“CAt-cher	in	the	Rye”)

J.D. Salingpurr was rescued from a feral colony in a downtown laneway when she was a 10-week-old kitten. 
Today, J.D. maintains a fair amount of her sassy street-smart attitude, but she has also come to enjoy many of the 
comforts of indoor life. Fish-flavoured canned food and crunchy cat treats are particular favourites – she comes 
running and gives an enthusiastic, high-pitched meow when she hears the can-opener or the treat bag crinkle. 
J.D. also enjoys “hunting” plastic springs, and happily chases the Elusive Red Dot (a laser pointer!) endlessly.

J.D. is very close with the resident cats in her foster home. She can also be affectionate with people, but she 
tends to be wary of strangers and it can take some time for her to become comfortable in a new environment.  
J.D. does enjoy attention on her own terms, however, and when she’s feeling comfortable, she will approach 
familiar people for pets, gentle ear scratches and even the occasional belly rub, which always gets her rumbling 
purr going!  J.D. is most confident and friendly with human companions when she’s mimicking the behaviour of 
a nearby friendly feline pal. She is a special kitten who would flourish with a patient family that is sensitive to her 
personality and needs.

J.D. has been diagnosed with Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy, a condition where thickening of the heart muscle 
can cause the heart to beat too quickly.  J.D. easily takes her Atenolol medication once a day when the pill is 
ingeniously slipped inside a Pill Pocket. (She thinks that her pills are treats and is genuinely excited about them 
every day!)  All that said, J.D. currently exhibits no symptoms of the diagnosis and is a very energetic, happy kit-
ten. With medication and regular veterinary check-ups, J.D.’s prognosis is positive.

We wish to acknowledge, with a very special thank you, the selfless and compassionate foster parents who have 
risen to the challenge of looking after these vulnerable felines, rejoicing in their happy times and ameliorating 
their suffering.
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MADDiE’s	uRgEnt	MAKEOVER

It was a routine night for the Annex Cat Rescue volunteer -- feeding the cats at one of ACR’s feral colonies -- until 
she spotted the pet carrier. Outdoors in the cold air of an early spring evening in downtown Toronto, the volun-
teer rushed to the carrier, knelt down and peered in through the open door. There, huddled at the back of the 
carrier, was barely a shadow of a cat with sad green eyes, shivering. This wasn’t one of the feral colony regu-
lars. This cat was socialized and abandoned. The ACR volunteer made eye contact with the cat for just a mo-
ment, and then before she could act, Maddie ran.

ACR’s volunteers worked tirelessly to find her, but as hours turned into days, and days turned into weeks, find-
ing Maddie seemed an increasingly impossible feat. Nevertheless, ACR’s volunteers are determined and one 
evening, amazingly, a feral feeding volunteer spotted Maddie. Seeming to understand that she was finally safe, 
Maddie miraculously allowed the volunteer to take her into her arms.

When she was brought indoors, the full extent of Maddie’s extremely neglected state was finally realized. Mad-
die’s long, dark fur was matted in painfully-tight clumps, she was covered in burrs and had gum stuck in her tail. 
Worse than the state of her fur, however, was her malnourishment. Maddie, a full-grown cat, weighed just five 
pounds and was so skinny that her ribs, pelvis and backbone jutted out.

The vet estimated that Maddie is ten years old, and a blood test showed that Maddie suffered from hyperthyroid-
ism. Yet with each day, Maddie proves that she is an exceptionally resilient cat. Now on daily medication and 
receiving a lot of TLC in an ACR foster home, Maddie’s weight is up to 
8.2 pounds and her thyroid levels are in normal range! Determined not 
just to survive, but to thrive, Maddie enjoys lying in her foster mum’s 
lap and lounging in sunbeams. It’s still too painful for Maddie to be 
touched where the burr-filled mats covered nearly all of her body, but 
she loves to be stroked on her head, behind her ears and under her 
chin, always quick to show her happiness with a purr. She also enjoys 
interactive play with her foster parents, particularly pouncing after toys 
with feathers.

Maddie is an affectionate cat who charms everyone she meets. ACR is 
committed to providing her with the best medical care possible be-
cause she deserves a chance to thrive.  Maddie will remain in an ACR 
foster home and will not be available for adoption until she regains her 
health and her medical condition has stabilized.

ACR is seeking donations to help cover some of Maddie’s ongoing 
medical expenses while she remains in foster care. If you have the 
heart and resources to help Maddie, please consider making a 
donation to ACR to help us care for this very special cat.
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MERCEDEs	&	COMPAnY	

When a skinny calico kitten, living homeless in a Toronto 
west-end alley, became pregnant last fall, no one could have 
predicted a happy ending. After creating a makeshift nest 
in a garage, she gave birth to an astonishing seven babies 
of assorted colors and sizes. Most would have died during 
our last brutal winter – but two kind women, who’d lost their 
beloved cats in a tragic fire, rescued Mercedes and her 
two-week old kittens. Despite Mercedes’ inexperience, she 
proved to be a wonderful mom, always alert to the needs 
of her kittens yet willing to share them for auxiliary feeding. 
By the time they were given to ACR for adoption, they were 
so happy our vet had a hard time listening to their hearts 
because they wouldn’t stop purring! 
        

The first to be adopted was tiny but mighty, black-and-
white Phoenix. As soon as his human mom-to-be sat 
down he claimed her lap, which he didn’t relinquish 
until it was time to follow her to the door.  Firebird, a 
laidback white-and-ginger tabby, was adopted with sis-
ter Sunkissed, a fluffy, ginger-spotted tabby with soulful 
eyes. Firefly, a ginger tabby in the flyweight division 
and the cuddler of the bunch, was adopted with dainty 
Sparkler, a white and grey tabby, while Shazam, a 
handsome milk-white boy with dynamic orange mark-
ings, found his forever home along with beautiful sister 
Flame, a calico like her mom. 
        

As for Mercedes, while she was awaiting her spay operation, 
we noticed that her belly had a saucy sway. Darned if she wasn’t 
pregnant again – a feat she’d accomplished while feeding her kits 
during their first two weeks in the garage.  
        
ACR went ahead with her spay. While we are happy to support 
moms who are further advanced in their pregnancies, we aren’t in 
the business of breeding kitties while so many homeless little ones 
go hungry. Mercedes’ super-fertility only demonstrates what feral 
rescuers are up against.
        
Mercedes has also gone on to find her loving forever home.
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MistER’s	stORY

Mister had a bit of a rough start, being born into a feral colony in a back 
alley of the Danforth, and at the tender age of five months, he knew the 
street life was not for him.  He came to the right window on one snowy, cold 
winter night and his pleading eyes and quiet cries didn’t go unanswered.  
Mister settled in to his new life indoors with his foster family very quickly.  
On his trip to the vet, it was discovered that Mister had a heart condition 
and was going to have to be on medication for a very long time, but this 
didn’t slow Mister down one bit.  Back at his foster home, it didn’t take long 
to discover that Mister was a very mischievous little guy with a big personal-
ity!  Wherever trouble was, Mister was usually right in the middle of it, under 
it, or on top of it!  Mister was going to need a very special kind of person 
with a good sense of humour and a lot of patience.  ACR received an email 
from a young lady named Jessica with exactly those special qualities.  When 
she heard that Mister had a heart condition, her response was “Well, sick 
cats need homes too!”  She was not deterred by his illness nor his many 
antics.  Mister has found a home where he is loved, well cared for and most 
of all, able to just be Mister!

gROVER’s	stORY

A new cat wandered into the Danforth/Chester Colony one day and 
promptly gave birth to four kittens.  With the help of the ACR group 
who are feeding and monitoring the colony, we kept a close eye on 
them and made sure they knew where to go for food and shelter.  
The four kittens grew up pretty quickly and fit in well with the rest of 
the group.  Plans were started for getting them into the program so 
they could be TNRed with the goal of no new kittens in spring!  The 
largest of the four kittens came by for feeding every day and it was 
discovered how friendly he was, so…plans went ahead to have him 
enter the adoption program.  
Carolyn took him in and gave 

him the name Grover.  Once he’d had his picture taken and posted on the 
ACR website, it didn’t take long for Marcia to fall head over heels for the 
little guy.  As soon as she came to see him in person, she discovered how 
friendly, cuddly and playful he was and she thought he was just the sort to 
bring out those qualities in the stray cat that she had rescued on her own.  
It was a purrrrfect match!  Little Grover found his forever home and a new 
kitty friend named Alice to boot!  A very happy ending for another little 
guy born on the mean streets.  A special thanks to Marcia, who has since 
decided to become a volunteer with ACR.  
Welcome, Marcia!
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ChARlie

Charlie joined Annex Cat Rescue at the end of a very 
long winter. At that time, Charlie’s story was a sad one. 
Early in the season, she had been abandoned outdoors in 
the cold when her owner was evicted. A kind neighbour 
began feeding Charlie outside, but could not offer her a 
permanent home. As the winter wore on and Charlie’s 
belly grew rounder, the neighbour who had been feeding 
her began to suspect that Charlie was pregnant, and she 
contacted ACR for assistance.

Charlie arrived at her foster home in mid-March, took a 
quick glance around and immediately settled down on 
the sofa as if to say, “Now THIS is more like it!” From 
day one indoors, Charlie established herself as a gal with 
“cat-titude”! She was a big, bold and beautiful cat who strutted her stuff with confidence. She laid claim to 
everything she fancied, from the sofa to a favourite blanket to her food bowl, declaring a definitive “Mine!” 
with a sassy twitch of her tail. Her ever-increasing desire for human companionship told her foster parents that 
she was grateful to have been rescued.

Charlie’s kittens were born indoors in April. The brood of two boys and three girls were named Augustus 
Gloop, Mike Teevee, Oompa-Loompa, Veruca Salt and Violet Beauregard after the characters in Roald Dahl’s 
fanciful children’s story “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”. Indeed, their doting foster parents nicknamed the 
five kittens plus mom “Charlie and the Kitten Factory”!  Coincidentally, Charlie had chosen to have her kittens 
in the cleverest of places – in a large, empty cardboard box that had once stored chocolate bars!

A very experienced mom already at six years old, Charlie was up for the challenge of her last litter, and the 
kittens flourished in her care. After eight weeks in an ACR foster home, Charlie’s sweet-as-chocolate kittens were 
adopted into their forever homes. Soon after, Charlie was spayed and she embarked on her next challenge: 
polishing her manners!

She may have been a little rough around the edges, but as it turned out, it took just giving her a chance to 
discover that Charlie was as warm a cat as they come. She sailed through “charm school” with flying colours 
and in no time was responding to belly pats and ear rubs with a huge gratified smile and a soft, delighted purr. 
Charlie was finally ready to find her forever home.

It had been a long road for Charlie. One ACR volunteer estimated that Charlie had likely had at least ten 
litters of kittens prior to her rescue, and her frostbite-ravaged ears gave just a glimpse into her largely-uncertain 
history. But thanks to the kind neighbour who facilitated Charlie’s rescue and ACR’s dedicated team of volun-

teers, her last litter of kittens was born indoors 
and healthy, and was socialized and adopted. 
And Charlie? Like all good stories, Charlie’s story 
has a happily-ever-after ending. After a year with 
ACR, Charlie was adopted by a lovely couple as 
the only cat in their home, to be doted on, spoiled 
and loved as their one-and-only feline companion. 
A sweet beginning (scrumdidilyumtious, even!) to 
a new life for a sweet cat.
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FinAnCiAl	suMMARY1

Revenues
Donations 32,926
Membership Dues 340
Coin (Money) Boxes 6205
Fundraising 1,096
Adoption Fees 13,320
Interest 1,491

Revenue Total 55,378

Expenses
Administrative 2,596
Advertising Expense 680
Veterinary Services 46,458
Fundraising Expense 639
Miscellaneous Expense 2626
Supplies 5754

Total Expenses 58,753

Administrative includes bank charges, postage, telephone, internet and equipment depreciation.
Supplies covered both feral cat supplies and fostering expenses.
Miscellaneous includes transportation, insurance and miscellaneous expenses.

1		For	the	year	ended	December	31,	2008
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