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Luci

Dear Friends and Supporters  
of Annex Cat Rescue,

It’s hard to believe but it’s true! 
Annex Cat Rescue is celebrating its 
silver anniversary, 25 years in 2022! 
T.W.E.N.T.Y F.I.V.E years!!
What started out as a small neighbour-
hood initiative back in 1997 has grown 
to be one of the city’s most-relied-
upon cat-saving rescues, boasting 
over 300 volunteers. Our volunteers 
are dedicated, passionate, and hard-
working. Without them we would 
not be able to care for the hundreds 
of cats and kittens we work with. We 
are so blessed to have each and every 
one of you! To show our appreciation 
for our volunteers, we’ve started 
spotlighting different volunteers in 
our monthly “Newslitter” newsletter.
We could not do what we do without 
our foster team, foster parents, 
assessment and socialization 
homes, trappers, colony feeders, 
fundraisers, social media monitors, 
copywriters, adoption team, drivers, 
finance, donors, vet partners, and 
everybody else who collectively keeps 

ACR’s heart beating 365 days a year, 
year after year, despite no government 
funding and against what sometimes 
feels like a tidal wave of challenges.
I’ve been volunteering with Annex 
Cat Rescue for the past 12 years and 
I’m in awe at the impact this rescue 
has made in Toronto. We continue 
to humanely trap homeless kittens 
and abandoned cats. We are the only 
rescue to have sponsored colonies, 
providing medical care as well as 
making sure they are managed by 
dedicated volunteers who feed 
daily regardless of weather. Having 
managed three colonies personally, 
I know all too well how these cats 
depend on us to live their best lives 
outdoors, with some revelling at the 
chance of a life indoors. We recog-
nize that not every outdoor cat wants 
to be an indoor cat, so we continue 
to support our ACR colonies.
In 2021, the dedicated trappers man-
aging our Feral/Stray outreach line 
assisted with 194 cases. Our team of 
volunteer trappers is always there to 
help, guide, and resolve community 
outreach situations with patience 

LETTER FROM  
THE CHAIR
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Tabs

and wisdom. They are the unsung 
heroes, spending countless hours 
working in very difficult situations to 
help save lives. If there was some 
sort of awards ceremony for cat-
assistance awesomeness, ACR would 
be overflowing with nominations!
From its inception, the ultimate goal 
of the Feral/Stray outreach line was 
to empower members of the public to 
take action themselves to improve 
the lives of community cats in their 
neighbourhoods. Together we can 
make a difference. We also do our 
best to support the many independent 
colony caretakers who carry huge 
burdens alone. The Toronto Humane 
Society, Toronto Animal Services, 
and Toronto Street Cats spay-neuter 
clinics have been of immense help 
to ACR and to the caretakers we 
have assisted.
With the pandemic in its third year 
and still impacting everyone’s way of 
life, our events and fundraising efforts 
continue to be challenged. Last 
spring, we launched our first online 
auction which brought in some 
amazing donations from supporters, 

donors, and businesses. We raised 
over $7,000 in what has now become 
a yearly event for ACR.
We also launched some campaigns 
through CanadaHelps to help cases 
like Dora, the kitten born without an 
anus. Yes, you read that right. Her 
story is featured in our Foster Program. 
Through CanadaHelps, we raised an 
incredible $22,000 to help little Dora!
And for the seventh consecutive 
year in 2021, we participated in the 
Scotiabank Toronto Waterfront 
Marathon, our biggest event of the 
year, which was once again held 
virtually. We feared with everyone’s 
financial challenges, we wouldn’t 
reach our goal. But we were totally 
blown away by the generosity of 
our participants, supporters, donors 
and—especially—by our returning 
principal supporter, who matched 
dollar-for-dollar the $20,000 we 
raised, bringing our total to just over 
$41,000! I personally guarantee every 
dollar raised went to vet care.
Each cat we help has its own unique 
story. Take Dawlly. She had been 
hanging around a group of stray 
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cats in an apartment complex in 
East York. She had started limping 
and was brought to one of our vet 
partners to be examined.
It was discovered she had a full fra-
cture of the right radius ulna. It was 
recommended that she either get 
surgical repair by a specialist or an 
amputation. We took in this shy but 
friendly kitty, estimated to be between 
one- to two-years-old. The surgeon 
said it was a doozy of a fracture 
requiring two months of cage rest 
and another two months for recovery.
Dawlly was lucky to have been picked 
up when she was. Any longer with a 
broken leg and the results would 
have been very different. She was 
later adopted and is living her best, 
sassy life on all four paws.
Speaking of, we couldn’t do all this 
extraordinary work without our 
veterinary partners who tirelessly 

help our cats through debilitating 
medical and dental issues. Ditto 
open-hearted and open-minded 
adopters who look past cuddly 
kittens to offer forever homes to 
“imperfect” or geriatric cats we are 
finally able to bring off the streets. 
These success stories are what 
keep us going when sadness and 
frustration threaten to engulf us.
On behalf of the ACR Board of 
Directors, we are truly thankful for 
our incredible volunteers and for 
the incredible generosity of our 
hundreds of individual donors and 
our business supporters who back 
ACR’s vision: “A city where all cats, 
whether community, stray or owned, 
are loved and cared for.”
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Elizabeth Cabral 
Chair, Board of Directors
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History
Annex Cat Rescue was founded in 1997 when several residents of “The Annex” neighbourhood, located in 
downtown Toronto, joined together to care for a local feral cat colony. Over the years, ACR’s service area, both for 
cats and volunteers, has grown to span the city. We now have 16 managed colonies stretching from Dixon Rd in 
the west to Scarborough in the east. In 1999, the Canada Revenue Agency granted ACR charity status (charity 
registration #871653945 RR 0001). An inaugural Board of Directors was elected and a governing phil-osophy was 
formalized through our constitution, by-laws and guidelines.
Since its inception, ACR has provided compassionate cat rescue work in Toronto forging partnerships to help the most 
vulnerable cats in our city. Our strength comes from our network of volunteers and our work is only possible due to 
the generosity of our donors and supporters who work tirelessly to improve the lives of community cats in our city.

Ronald
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Baby and Bandit

Our Mission
Annex Cat Rescue is dedicated to eliminating cat homelessness in 
Toronto. Until that time, we care for cats and kittens in a variety of ways 
including (but not limited to) daily feeding and colony management, 
medical/dental care, socializing, fostering, adopting or, in the case of 
feral cats, spaying/neutering and returning (TNR). ACR remains 100% 
volunteer-run with nearly 90% of monies raised helping cats in partner-
ship with veterinarians who provide services at reduced rates.

Vision
A city where all cats—whether community, stray or 
owned—are loved and cared for.

Values
• Compassion  
• Cooperation  
• Respect  
• Dedication  
• Integrity
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Bandit Today

Feral Colony Care 
“Feral” cats—or community cats, as 
we prefer to regard them—are the 
free-roaming, wild offspring of dom-
estic cats that have been abandoned 
or lost. Community cats may have 
been wild for several generations and 
they tend to live in colonies through-
out the city in back alleys, parks, 
garages or wherever they can find 
shelter and food. ACR believes all cats 
deserve humane and compassionate 
care. Our colony care teams, including 
feeders and trappers, provide care to 
ACR’s 16 colonies—feeding them 365 
days a year in all kinds of weather, 
providing them with warm winter 
shelters, and watching for any new 
arrivals (who are often strays who 
find their way to the colony and who 
may be able to be placed in our foster 
home program). These volun-teers 
also monitor the cats’ health and 
arrange veterinary care for any 
injured or ill cats. ACR has a strict 
no-kill policy and only euthanizes 
cats on compassionate grounds.

Foster Homes 
Annex Cat Rescue does not operate 
a shelter. Instead, all our cats are 
provided homes within our network 
of volunteer foster homes. This 
process prevents the behavioural 
problems that develop when cats are 
caged for long periods of time. Our 
foster home strategy also prevents 
the spread of infectious diseases. 
While in the foster home environment, 
cats’ temperaments are analyzed to 
ensure that cats are adopted into 
the most suitable forever homes. 
Through home visits, prospective 
adopters can interact directly with 
our cats in a setting similar to their 
own homes. This foster care strategy 
is how ACR is truly “cat adoption with 
a difference.” In the 25 years since 
our founding, ACR has placed over 
5,000 cats and kittens in screened, 
permanent, loving homes!

OUR PROGRAMS
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TNR 
Since a female cat can have two or 
three litters of kittens each year, she 
can exponentially produce thousands 
of offspring in a short time. This is 
exceptionally hard for the mother, 
and many of the kittens will perish 
through starvation, freezing, and 
attacks by humans and predators. 
ACR intervenes in this tragic cycle of 
suffering and reduces the number 
of cats living on Toronto's streets 
through our Trap-Neuter/(Spay) 
-Return (TNR) program. While the cat 
populations at most of our colonies 
are now stable after many years of 
care, our dedicated colony and trap-
ping volunteers work hard to TNR 
new feral cats that find our colonies 
each year. Our volunteers also help 
support concerned members of the 
public with the process of TNR'ing 
feral cats in their communities, 
primarily through our Feral/Stray 
Info-Line. ACR is an active member 
of the Toronto Feral Cat Coalition, 
where we work with multiple other 
rescue groups to compassionately 
address feral cat overpopulation in 
our city. Three of the resources 

introduced through the Toronto Feral 
Cat Coalition are a network of free 
feral spay/neuter and vaccination 
clinics, the Toronto Feral Cat Recovery 
Centre, and the Trap-Neuter-Return 
Workshop, which teaches members 
of the public how to care for feral 
cats, and gives them access to the 
free spay/neuter clinics, recovery 
space, traps, and cat food donations. 
Many ACR volunteers have taken and 
highly recommend the workshop, 
which is taught by Community Cats 
Toronto volunteers. The Toronto 
Humane Society's free feral spay/
neuter and vaccination clinic has 
also been incredibly valuable to ACR. 
Similarly, TAS has greatly assisted us 
by organizing special TNR clinics for 
large groups of cats captured during 
mass trappings. ACR is enormously 
grateful to all our partners and we 
look forward to the day we are all 
out of business for good.

Miki
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Feral/Stray Info Line 
ACR's community help line (accessible 
by emailing ferals@annexcatrescue.ca) 
is an invaluable service that indirectly 
or directly has helped hundreds 
(likely thousands) since its inception 
in 2011. ACR is contacted every day 
by members of the public seeking 
assistance with community, or stray 
cats in their neighbourhood, many 
injured or pregnant. Where possible, 
we encourage community members 
to take the Community Cats Toronto 
TNR workshop, lend traps, and guide 
them through available services.
In many situations, our dedicated 
trapping volunteers quite often step in 

to provide hands-on assistance while 
coaching them through the process. 
In order for us to continue to help 
more cats, we ask community 
members to make a donation to 
Annex Cat Rescue when possible. 
Since we receive no government 
funding, every donation made 
makes it possible for ACR to help 
Toronto's most needy.
A huge thank you for all our trapping 
volunteers who spend countless 
hours working in some very difficult 
situations and to the members of 
the public who “stepped up” to be 
actively involved before, during, and 
sometimes after trapping.

I called them up when I discovered a 
colony of feral cats behind my apartment 
and they were really compassionate and 
helpful. I'm so grateful that they are around!

L.L.

mailto:ferals%40annexcatrescue.ca?subject=Community%20Help%20Line
https://www.communitycats.ca/course
https://www.communitycats.ca/course
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Bam Bam

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR 
FERAL COLONIES

We adopted a bonded pair of cats (our 
first pets) with ACR last September, which 
I found through Google searches. The 
volunteers were able to answer all of our 
questions and concerns and connected 
us very quickly with the foster parents 
of the cats we were interested in. The 
entire process was so smooth and we 
felt very supported. They still check in 
on us ever so often to see how the cats 
are doing. We feel good knowing that they 
really care about the cats, and do so 
much good for the feral cat population 
in Toronto. Thank you for connecting us 
with our wonderful kitties and for giving 
them a chance.

Sabina Wong
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Colony Cats By The Numbers

Chinatown ................................... 2 cats
Silverthorn ................................... 5 cats
Pape & Gerrard .......................... 2 cats 
Christie & Bloor .......................... 5 cats 
Carlaw & Gerrard ....................... 7 cats 
Cedar Garden ............................. 4 cats
Chester & Danforth ...................... 1 cat 
(Bandit- now indoors)
Springdale Ave........................... 7 cats
Mould ............................................ 8 cats
South Riverdale ..................... 4-5 cats
Greenwood & Gerrard ............. 9 cats
Leaside ............................................ 1 cat
Dixon & 401 ................................. 8 cats
Dunn ............................................. 3 cats
Chatham Ave .............................. 6 cats
Chandos Park ............................. 5 cats

Carlaw-Gerrard
The Carlaw Gerrard colony consists 
of seven cats living in a residential 
laneway in Toronto’s east end. The 
cats are cared for by a group of 
dedicated feeders. All cats were 
spayed and neutered in 2013, so 
the colony has been there for 
several years. 2021 was a stable 
year for the colony, thankfully, with 
no major issues.
One of the remaining cats, Finn, has 
recently become friendlier. He is an 
adorable fellow who is loved by all 
the feeders. He was recently brought 
inside to treat a bad wound that 
needed several stitches. We took 
this opportunity to place Finn in an 
assessment home to see if he could 
adjust to indoor life. Finn started out 
hiding but has recently come out of 
his shell and has started to interact 
with his assessment mom. We are 
hoping this progress continues and 
he can soon be placed in a foster 
or, even better, a permanent home.
Thanks to ACR for your help with 
these vulnerable street cats!

SP
O

TL
IG

H
T 

O
N

 O
U

R 
FE

RA
L 

C
O

LO
N

IE
S

Finn

Flossie
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Cedar Garden
The Cedar Garden cats have lived 
in their safe garden since the property 
upon which they had lived was sold, 
several years ago.
Mayo was diagnosed with high blood 
pressure this year and is wonderful 
about receiving her medication daily 
in a small portion of wet food, prior 
to her main course. She showed no 
signs of favoring or limping, but had 
two ingrown nails, so we have to be 
mindful of keeping her nails trimmed 
two-three times a year.
Marigold's nails also tend to get really 
long and she let us know she had a 
problem; an ingrown nail was removed 
and she too needs trimmings. At 
approximately 15 years of age, Mari 
is the senior of the colony girls and, 

as evidenced by her recent check-
up, she is in very good health.
Bonnie had a skin allergy in the 
summer, but it was resolved with 
medication and she has been doing 
well ever since. She and Mari are 
very bonded.
Scout is also in good health and is 
chatty as ever, letting a couple of us 
stroke her a little from time to time.
Warm thanks to Cary MacBay for 
always being so quick to respond 
when an issue arises with one of 
our girls, and to ACR for ongoing 
amazing support!
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Scout

Mayo

this is just what makes the world better.

wonder the tiger
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Chandos Park

Twin and Smokey are the only 2 cats 
that we see everyday, since the 
winter of 2021. There are 2 black cats 
that we spot every few days, and I 
have seen one of them sleep in one 
of the shelters we have on our lawn 
when the temperatures were frigid. 
Twin and Smokey get quite irritated 
when they see the black cats, but 
they have allowed them to come for 
food and shelter when the weather 
is particularly rough.
I have seen the black cats sleeping in 
one of the shelters that I bought for 
them last summer. We have heating 
pads and blankets that we wash 
daily, as well as the shelters with 
insulation and straw.
This winter was really tough, we really 
put a lot more effort into feeding 
them well and keeping them warm. 

The neighbours even started com-
menting that Twin and Smokey were 
looking very round and healthy! 
We have not seen the Lucy’s, Red 
Tom or Little Yoko for over a year now.
I have seen PJ on occasion, but he is 
elusive, runs away as soon as he 
sees me. He is in the photo with Twin 
and Smokey, he is very young at that 
point, it’s the only picture I have. 
Twin allows me to touch him—I have 
applied flea and tick meds, as well as 
an anti fungal cream that was pre-
scribed for his ears. He has the same 
issue every spring and we believe 
he is going on eight years old now.
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Twin
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Mom

Chatham Ave
All cats are well. Still six of them, 
Angie and Blackness, Tabs and 
Catch, Mom and Alice.
The occasional neighbourhood cat 
comes by and gets hissed at. The 
cats are very territorial!!
I was concerned about Blackness 
earlier this year as he had a bad 
cold. But he was elusive and I did 
not manage to trap him for the vets. 
However, he seems well now and 
whatever he had has cleared up. He 
is eating well. They will like the 
warmer and sunnier weather. It’s 
been a challenge feeding them in 
the snowy days. Spring refreshing is 
coming up soon, with new straw for 
the shelters and general clean up 
like sweeping in that area.
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Bandit

Chester-Danforth
One of ACR’s longest-standing 
colonies began the year on a sad note 
but ended on a happy one. At the 
start of 2021, sweet, gentle Baby—
the colony’s only female member, and 
one of two cats left standing after a 
decade of steady attrition—sadly died. 
That left Baby’s favourite sidekick, 
playful Bandit, as the very last cat at 
Chester, a situation that was untenable 
despite continued care by his many 
feeders. In December, Bandit was 
finally captured and taken in by 
Alicia, one of his volunteer feeders, 
closing the colony for good. Soon 
after, a spot on the nose revealed 
cancer which led to life-saving 
surgery, an outcome that would not 
have been possible had Bandit 
remained outdoors. Today, thanks to 
Alicia’s patient, dedicated care, Bandit 
is slowly acclimating to life inside 
where he enjoys leisurely brushing 
sessions and plenty of kisses while 
Alicia indulges his twin obsessions 
with Churu Treats and Temptations.
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Jet and Terminator

Chinatown
The Chinatown colony might be 
Annex Cat Rescue’s most exclusive 
club, with two veteran members: 
Jet, an elegant Black female, and 
Terminator, a gruff grey male. Although 
this duo of city cats likes to keep to 
themselves, both were recently 
spotted enjoying the view from a 
prime spot on Henry Street.
2021 was a quiet year for the colony: 
we said goodbye (and thank you!) to 
a few feeders, and welcomed more 
volunteers, including a new care-
taker. The team continues to 
lovingly stock two sheltered feeding 
spots with fresh water and kibbles, 
while keeping an eye out for any 
prospective feline members.
As one of Annex Cat Rescue’s oldest 
colonies, we’d like to think that 
Chinatown’s dwindling population 
speaks to the success of the TNR 
program—and the love and dedication 
of the colony's many volunteers 
over the years.
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Christie-Bloor
We had an uneventful year in 2021, 
but as they say, no news is good news!
All our colony kitties were well but 
seen with varying frequency. Beauty 
remained our most steadfast feline. 
Stella and Blackie mostly kept to the 
patio but would make their appear-
ances so that we could say hello, 
keep an eye on them, and offer 
their meal. Paris's attendance was 
very hit-or-miss, but we were always 
glad to see him when he did show 

up. We don't hold it against him—
he's got things to do, you know!
BBT, the mysterious brown tabby 
tomcat who appeared the year before, 
was still seen following Beauty 
around, though less consistently as 
the year went on and then not since 
November or so. Perhaps he was 
only here on business...
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Beauty

I adopted my two cats Ruby and Ollie from 
them, at separate times (before and during 
the pandemic), and both times it was an 
amazing experience. They rescue so many 
lives and take great care to find suitable, 
loving families (furever homes) for them! I 
highly recommend ACR to anyone looking 
to find a new best friend and family member!

Amanda Braz
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Dixon-401
When this colony was first discovered 
in 2012, it was in dire need of TNR.
With so many sick kittens and adults 
alike I called the business owner to 
find out what the situation was. He 
said because of the mild winter a lot 
of kittens were born. He didn’t mind 
the cats being on the property but 
wasn’t caring for them since there 
were employees from another bus-
iness close by who were occasionally 
feeding and giving the kittens milk 
which wasn’t helping them one bit. 
With the initial help of another rescuer 
I was able to immediately trap 13 cats 
for TNR at The Toronto Humane 
Society’s Spay Neuter Clinic and by 
the end of 2012, 33 cats and kittens 
were trapped. The kittens fully re- 
covered and were adopted including 
two adult cats.
From 2012-2021, sixty seven cats 
have been successfully TNR’d with 
90% finding their forever homes. TNR 
is ongoing since there are still a hand-
ful still to be sterilized, and not for 
the lack of trying. Bam Bam, Tristan 
and Danny (who is unneutered) are 

regulars at their decadent feeding 
station and keep warm in their 
custom built shelters during the 
cold winter months.
The other TNR’d cats (five) are in the 
area but we rarely see them. But as I 
say, just because you don’t see them 
doesn’t mean they don’t see you.
Our dedicated group of volunteers 
make sure that the cats get two meals 
a day and their water is refreshed 
throughout the day. Every fall their 
shelters are refreshed with new 
straw for them to bare our cold 
Canadian winters.
Such a vast difference from when 
this colony was first discovered, no 
shelters, no feeding station. Cats 
were seeking shelters in cars on the 
lot and eating off the ground or in 
dirty dishes. 
Caring for a cat colony is not easy 
but when you see their little faces 
waiting for their daily meals or 
coming out of their shelters all 
sleepy-eyed it is totally worth it.
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Bam Bam

Tristan
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Buddy

Dunn Ave
Mommy who has been around 
several years and a regular. We had 
her spayed  and released several 
years ago.
Buddy has  been around about a year 
now and was using the shelter and 
feeder in the backyard. However he 
has recently been spending most of 
his time across the road with someone 
else who is also feeding the strays.
Within the last few months, there has 
been a black and white cat, Spanky, 
that has been eating at the feeder 
fairly regularly. However we have 
not been able to determine the sex.
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Greenwood-Gerrard

The Greenwood and Gerrard colony 
has a solid group of dedicated care-
takers who feed and monitor the cats 
by themselves or in pairs, once a week 
or every other week. We were all very 
sad in 2021 with the loss of one of 
our more social feral cats, Clockwork 
Orange, who went missing in the 
summer. We did a lot of searching 
and postering in the area, but never 
found him. We fear the worst, but 
always hope that he's made his way 
into someone's heart and home. We 
also have had a coyote visit our colony 
in the winter months and have started 
feeding in a secure area instead of 
our feeding station during coyote 
mating season, as well as educating 
ourselves as to what to do when one 
of us sees the coyote.

Our colony now consists of three 
different coloured cats, Boula, Torbie 
Girl and Fluffy Mask (who also has a 
shelter on a neighbour's porch) and 
three-four black cats (I call them all 
"Buddy" because I can't tell them 
apart). Fewer resident cats swing by 
for food now that one neighbour 
with free-roaming cats moved away, 
so it seems like our colony is even 
smaller these days.
During our annual fall cleanup of the 
colony area, we were able to eliminate 
one of our four shelter areas, cleaning 
things up quite a bit. The cats love 
their shelters and feeding station 
with a heated water bowl in the 
winter months.
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Fluffy Mask

Boula

Such a loving and caring organization

Joey T.
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Larry

Leaside
Over the course of 20yrs+, Leaside 
colony has seen many changes.
When I first encountered this colony 
there were so many kittens and cats 
needed to be trapped.
After spending a weekend watching 
the colony I was able to meet one of 
the volunteers, Michelle. She was the 
only one left from a group of previous 
volunteers who dispersed after a 
beloved caretaker passed away. 
Over the years the colony became 
too much for Michelle and she was 
grateful that I was persistent and we 
embarked on taking the first ever 
Community Cats TNR workshop in 
the summer of 2010. Then we hit the 
ground running to get the kittens first, 
then the adult cats TNR’d. Through a 
year booked ended by two summers 
we trapped over 50 cats and collected 
close to that in kittens where some 
were adopted through ACR and THS.
In 2019 we had to retrap the three re- 
maining cats due to a new storage 
facility being built where they had 
called home their whole life. 
Titly was one of the remaining cats 
who was showing signs of wanting to 
get close but needed the opportunity 
to do so and not get beaten up by 
the remaining cats. So she was sent 
to an assessment home. It was clear 
that she wanted to make friends 

with the resident cats who wouldn’t 
hit her and she ended up fitting in 
so well that she officially became a 
resident cat.
Girly and Larry went to live life indoors 
as the current situation became more 
dangerous for them especially when 
the last cat there, Rooster, refused 
to be trapped. Even a custom made 
feeding station to trap cats didn’t 
work. Sadly he wasn’t fast enough 
running across the busy street and 
met his fate with a truck. We pray 
that it was quick for him but he lived 
his life well cared for with dedicated 
feeders until the end. Girly was 
enjoying the window tv watching all 
the birds and one day her caretaker 
went to feed her and she had 
passed away overnight. 
It gives us comfort that she was 
able to live life safely inside and 
experience feeling safe, warm and 
well fed. Her buddy Larry is still a 
tad shy but slowly coming out of his 
shell. He is officially the last remaining 
cat at Leaside colony and will con-
tinue to live his life with a full belly.
I’d like to thank all the volunteers 
that helped Leaside colony over the 
years, especially Michelle.
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Mould
We have been part of the ACR family 
now for three years! A lot of events 
occurred during 2021, the most 
significant being the loss of Charlie. 
He was the kindest soul—who gave 
us free reign of his backyard to care 
for part of the colony. I remember 
him saying to me, “do whatever you 
need to do”—whether it was trapping, 
putting an abundance of shelters 
out, trying to socialize the cats or 
feeding—he gave us complete 
freedom. What a gift! Charlie was 
94 years old and his son Joe, a big 
cat lover himself has let us continue 
to do our work in Charlie’s yard for 
now. We realize that this is temporary 
and a more permanent home needs 
to be found. Along with sadness 
there is also joy in colony caretaking. 
Early in October, beautiful Ali (since 
renamed Bunny) was trapped, vetted 
and placed in a long time ACR 

foster home! He is the third colony 
cat to have been lucky enough to 
get into ACRs foster program and we 
are very thankful. Then in late fall 
we went through another stressful 
period because thre of the colony 
cats had either trouble eating or had 
stopped eating. We are extremely 
grateful to ACR and their vet partners 
and wonderful trappers who were 
able to help Garfield, Biscuit and 
Biera receive urgent dental surgery. 
Our eight colony cats are much loved 
and are split into two groups: three 
cats who live in Charlie’s backyard, 
and five cats that are taken care of 
by two generous residents who live 
across the street from each other. 
We support them with food donations, 
medical oversight and trapping. We 
are very glad another winter is behind 
us and we welcome the spring!
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Garfield and Biscuit



23

SP
O

TL
IG

H
T 

O
N

 O
U

R 
FE

RA
L 

C
O

LO
N

IE
S

Pape-Gerrard
The Pape and Gerrard colony is home 
to two cats—Mimi and Summer. They 
are a bonded pair who had one litter 
of kittens (that we know of) before 
being TNR’d. They live around the 
houses on Pape Avenue, just north 
of Gerrard. A kind resident on Pape 
allows the caretakers to feed the cats 
on his porch and lawn. He also permits 
us to place their shelters under the 
porch which offers protection to the 
cats during winter. Mimi and Summer 
are about 12 to 13 years of age.
It has been a busy year for the senior 
pair. Last spring, Summer had an 
ingrown claw that had become 

infected. A quick visit to the vet (and 
a short two-night stay), ensured he 
was on the mend and feeling better.
In the fall, feeders observed Mimi was 
not eating much (though her spirits 
were still good—she’s a trooper!). We 
trapped her and she was diagnosed 
with periodontal disease—Mimi 
needed a dental treatment/surgery. 
After recovering indoors for almost 
two weeks, she was good as new, 
released and reunited with Summer.
We are indebted to ACR for their 
support for caring for these and 
other street cats—thank you!

Mimi and Summer

We have recently adopted our second 
cat from here. Very smooth process, 
kind foster parent, and very healthy cat!

Angelina
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Silverthorn
One of Annex Cat Rescue’s newest 
West-end colonies: Silverthorn Colony 
is a well-managed backyard colony 
under ACR’s care since mid-2021. 
Originally a colony of eight cats, all 
were TNR’d back in 2017. Over the 
years, we have gone to great lengths 
to ensure their lives outdoors are 
comfortable. This includes their own 
heated shed, which they really app-
reciate in the winter, many shelter 
bins and an enclosed back porch 
with two entry points. So no matter 
the weather, the cats are warm and 
can eat their daily breakfast and 
dinner sheltered on the porch from 
the elements. 
Although all the Silverthorn Colony 
cats have been fixed, there are still 
frequent visitors needing to be ster-
ilized. These past couple of years we 
were able to trap and neuter three 
friendly Toms, all were accepted into 
an adoption program. One of the 
three entered ACR’s foster program 
in late 2020. Lil’ Richard flourished 
indoors and was eventually adopted 
by his foster parents. Sadly he passed 
unexpectedly from a heart condition 

late last year, but he was loved and 
spoiled during his time inside while 
living his best life. 
All in all 2021 has been business-as-
usual with this crew. We did however 
experience some loss and an 
emergency medical issue in early 
Spring. Freddie Mercury was seen 
urinating blood and what is likely 
chronic cystitis, he is now being 
monitored for any signs of distress. 
He also receives daily supplements 
to support a healthy bladder with 
added water to his wet food for 
maximum hydration. While he does 
experience occasional flare-ups, he 
is doing well and we hope to keep 
this under control.
Since 2020 we began to experience 
loss for the first time with our colony, 
with three members of the original 
crew. Forever gone but never 
forgotten: Scooter, Banshee and 
Tux. Our remaining five cats are The 
Mom and her kin over two different 
litters: Ziggy Stardust, Freddie 
Mercury, Jonesy and Dot.
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Freddie Mercury



25

South Riverdale
Last year one of our friendly colony 
cats Oliver was trapped and assessed 
and we were happy to hear he was 
adapting to indoor life quite easily. We 
were thrilled that he was adopted 
soon after and living life more comfort-
ably and spoiled of course.
But sadly, the colony remains in a 
bad situation. We’ve lost access to 
the yard where we used to keep 
their shelters and where we used to 
feed. We are now feeding in an 
open parking lot and unfortunately 
someone keeps throwing away our 
feeding bowls. Thankfully we do 
feed very early in the morning so 

the cats are able to get their meal at 
that time but if they don’t show up 
at that time they will generally miss 
their meal, I’ve supplemented by 
leaving some food in the late evenings 
as well, but that’s always a struggle 
due to raccoons.
We do have a new grey tomcat, I’ve 
named in Smokey, who has unfort-
unately frightened away Betsy and 
Batmom, who now rarely show up in 
the morning due to Smokey always 
being there. The best option for Betsy 
and Batmom would be relocation to 
my back-yard which I would like to 
attempt once we have a new shed 
installed this summer.

SP
O

TL
IG

H
T 

O
N

 O
U

R 
FE

RA
L 

C
O

LO
N

IE
S

Oliver, then

Very well run. The staff was very responsive 
and well organized. The cat we adopted was 
in perfect health. Would highly recommend.

Bryan Mierdel

Oliver, now
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Springdale Ave
The Springdale colony was established 
in the spring of 2009 after I became 
aware of an 84 year old wheel-chair 
bound neighbour feeding cats out 
of her back porch. I decided to get 
involved and sought out a cat rescue 
charity for assistance. My husband 
and I ended up TNR’ing 21 cats and 
removing 17 kittens from that neigh-
bour’s backyard—all the kittens were 
soon adopted.  Over the next year 
or so we also TNR’d about 10 other 
cats/kittens in our immediate block.
The Springdale colony has gradually 
declined in numbers over the years. 
At the end of 2021 we have seven cats 
remaining in the colony—four males 
and three females. All have been 
spayed/ neutered. We are happy to 
say that no cats died in 2021 and no 
new cats have joined the colony 
since 2017. Our primary issue now is 
that all the cats are aging as they 
range from 11 to 14 years old. 
The cats have partitioned themselves 
off in small groups and live primarily 
in residential backyards—they are 
fed daily by three neighbours. I 

manage the colony and feed at the 
main feeding station at the front of 
my house on Springdale. One of the 
cats, Hudson, has managed to sweet 
talk his way into the house of my 96 
year old neighbour—on a part-time 
basis—and even sleeps on her bed 
some nights—particularly in the cold 
winter months. She says she is only 
able to pet his head. Another cat, 
Gutsy, lives on my back deck. I have 
been trying to socialize him for the 
past few years and now brush and 
pet him several times a day. He 
even steps into my kitchen a few 
feet each day. But he has a heated 
winter shelter and does not wish to 
come inside!!
A BIG thank you to ACR for all your 
support over the years—being a cat 
caretaker is not for the faint of 
heart. There are times when I don’t 
think I could do this without all of 
you. And thanks to the wonderful 
Vets and support staff at Yonge/
Davenport Vets—they get it too!!
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Two-Eyes

Tiger



Ronald

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR 
FOSTER PROGRAM

Annex Cat Rescue has a special 
place in my heart. I went to an 

adoptathon about 6 years ago and got 
the last cat there. She is a tortie and is the 
absolute light of my life. I can’t imagine 
my life without her.

My impressions of Annex Cat Rescue are 
positive as well. They were a very well 
run and efficient rescue to deal with. They 
really cared that the cat we adopted 
ended up in a safe environment and was 
the right fit. Their genuine concern for 
the animals was really nice to see. They 
want to make sure it’s a forever home.

Our cat was obviously well cared for 
when we got her. She was spayed, shots 
up to date, healthy, lovely little kitten. 
We were told that if any circumstances 
in our life ever lead to us not being able 
to keep our cat (God forbid) we could 
contact them, no questions asked.

I would absolutely deal with Annex Cat 
Rescue again.

Noel O’Sullivan
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Foster by the Numbers
Number of foster cats/kittens that 
were in ACR foster homes: 381
Number of foster homes: 140

Adoption by the numbers
Total adoptions in 2021: 237 adoptions
Kittens (up to 1 year): 131
Adults (1-7 years): 90
Seniors (8+ years): 16

Jimmy
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Marshmallow and Mr. Banana
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In 2021, we faced some of our hardest 
challenges yet. From continuing to 
adapt to COVID-19 restrictions to 
unprecedented medical cases, our 
foster program demonstrated 
perseverance and ingenuity under 
increased pressure. In 2021, ACR 
had 140 active foster homes, which 
cared for 381 cats and kittens, and 
237 wonderful cats were adopted 
into their forever homes. 
As an organization that specializes 
in street cats, many of our cats have 
never had the comfort of an indoor 
home, meaning that our cats often 
require socialization support and/or 
specialized medical treatment before 
they are deemed ready for adoption. 
Our assessment and foster homes 
provide comfort, security and safety 
for ACR cats while they transition 
from street cats to house cats. 
Due to medical or behavioural 
reasons, some of our cats are not 
adoptable, but they will always have 

a safe and loving home with ACR. We 
are a proud no-kill organization which 
means that we only euthanize cats 
for humane reasons to reduce their 
suffering and never for behavioural 
issues, treatable medical conditions, 
or space shortages. 
We ensure that all cats that come to 
ACR receive the best possible care. 
This is made possible through an 
amazing network of assessment 
and foster homes, transportation 
volunteers, vet partners, trappers, 
donation coordinators, donors and 
countless others. On behalf of the 
foster team, and all our foster cats, 
we thank you for your continued 
commitment to our mission to help 
and home the street cats of Toronto. 
We would like to take this opportunity 
to talk about a few of the very special 
cats who came into the ACR foster 
program in 2021! 
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Jimmy
In July 2021, Jimmy was trapped by 
an Annex Cat Rescue trapper who 
noticed his funny walk. When he 
came into our care, we realized that 
it was two poorly healed injuries that 
were likely caused by this feisty little 
guy being hit by a car. At only a year 
old when first trapped, Jimmy had a 
rough start. For a long time, spits and 
hisses were the only thing to come 
of Jimmy’s little mouth, he didn’t even 
know how to meow, but his fosters 
Natalie and Tim wouldn’t give up on 
this kitty with a permanent bad haircut.
Jimmy started making friends with the 
other cats in their home who taught 
him how to meow. He imitated them 
at first with little mouse squeaks when 
he asked for breakfast, but then a 
full-on real cat meow emerged! In 
the year since he came to us, his 
foster worked with him to earn his 
trust through time, patience and a 
lot of treats. 
From hissing and fierce to accepting 
belly rubs, Jimmy is ready for his 
forever home. Although it was a 
long journey, his foster mom Natalie 
says there’s “no better feeling than 
knowing they are finally learning to 
love and trust you.” 
Jimmy was adopted into a wonderful 
home with a patient and kind 
adopter and an older brother!

Ronald
This suave and handsome boy was 
found living outside being cared for 
by a group of community members 
over the winter. They set up shelters 
and fed him, but when a cold snap hit 
in January, a concerned neighbour 
coaxed him into their home and 
realized just how friendly little Ronald 
is. Annex Cat Rescue was happy to 
bring him into the fold! 
And then, we received a rather intrigu-
ing email from a man who lived in 
the same area where Ronald was 
found. As it turns out, he had rescued 
a little kitten just over a year ago. After 
putting posters around the neighbour-
hood and receiving no response, he 
decided to keep the kitten and name 
him Finnegan. But then, he started 
seeing another kitty who not only 
looked identical to Finnegan but was 
around the same age. He suspected 
they were from the same litter and 
could not get him out of his mind. 
Well, as luck would have it, he found 
out that that kitty had made its way 
into Annex’s care. He immediately 
applied to foster Ronald and reunite 
him with his long-lost brother. Within 
a day of Ronald arriving, he and 
Finnegan were sharing meals to-
gether and he already decided the 
human’s bed was his property. His 
foster dad soon became his adopted 
dad and was amazed that “this cat 
who was outside for so long is so 
comfortable with human contact.” 

Jimmy

Ronald
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Dora
Dora is perhaps our most well-known 
Annex kitty, and rightfully so. This 
girl came to us with her mother and 
siblings, a happy and seemingly 
normal kitty in summer 2021. But 
when she started to strain in the 
litterbox and vomit after eating her 
foster began to worry and Annex 
rushed her to the vet. Well, we were 
in for perhaps one of the biggest 
surprises in our 25 years as a rescue: 
Dora had a very rare condition, 
imperforate anus, meaning that she 
was born without an anus. 
Our team immediately jumped into 
action booking little Dora in at Central 
Toronto Veterinary Referral Clinic 
who performed surgery to give her 
an anus the very next day. She then 
had to have a follow-up procedure 
to remove some of the blockage 
and, on June 15, she passed stool 
for the first time. We knew Dora’s 
surgery was going to be expensive, 
so we turned to our community for 
help. In a short amount of time, we 
raised $22,582 to cover her medical 
costs. We also received an amazing 
message from Royal Canin Canada 
who offered to work with us for no 
cost to help find the perfect diet for 
her and donated a year’s worth of 
food to Dora.
Dora lived with Jacqueline and 
Leonard, two long-time fosters and 

volunteers with Annex. Jacqueline, 
who also worked at Dora’s regular vet, 
Roncy Village Vet, was amazed that 
this little girl, who had been through 
so much, was the happiest and most 
playful kitten. She lived up to her 
namesake, Dora the explorer, and 
loved to play with her foster siblings. 
When she was ready for a nap, she 
would curl up around Jacqueline’s 
neck like a scarf and fall fast asleep. 
After months of working with Royal 
Canin and Dora’s vets, we worked 
out a treatment plan that would allow 
Dora to live as normal a life as possible. 
Dora was ready for adoption, but 
she was going to need a VERY 
special adopter. 
Enter Ina. Ina, a vet tech at Roncy 
Vet, had fallen in love with Dora after 
helping treat her for months. As you 
can imagine, there could be no better 
mom for Dora than someone who 
knows her medical history and person-
ality inside and out! Dora has been 
at her new home for the last three 
months and fits in perfectly with her 
new fur siblings. 
Dora is an amazing example of what 
our community can accomplish 
together. As a rescue, we agreed 
that as long as Dora was happy, 
we’d keep fighting for her, and we 
have never met a more loving and 
appreciative cat.

Dora
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Mr. Banana
Mr. Banana is a beautiful one year old 
tabby cat who was born into Annex’s 
care along with his three siblings. His 
mama, Marcia aka Marshmallow, was 
brought in as a tiny young and very 
pregnant cat. She gave birth to four 
healthy boys, including Mr. Banana. 
But little Banana struggled as a kitten 
with diarrhea, mobility issues and 
had to go to the emergency vet. His 
mama and two of his siblings got 
adopted out, but he continued to 
have health issues including ongoing 
colds and other immune issues. But 

no matter how small or shy, we never 
give up on our kitties. Then, just recent-
ly, it was discovered he had stomatitis 
and he had 27 teeth removed! 
Since his treatment and surgery, he’s 
been like a new cat. Where before he 
shied away from people, now he loves 
to snuggle up on his foster mama’s 
lap. He loves food and playtime and 
sitting on his foster mom’s shoulder. 
Most of all, he loves his brother Dan 
who, when he fully heals, he will be 
adopted out with.

Mr. Banana
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Annex Cat Rescue made the adoption 
experience a breeze, even in a pandemic. 
Their team of volunteers are very friendly, 
knowledgable, and easy to work with. 
Would definitely recommend adopting 
through them!

Lauren Khalil



In Memoriam

Banshee

Lemon Sage

Clockwork Orange

Scooter

Girly

Tux



SPOTLIGHT ON OUR 
FERAL/STRAY PROGRAM

There are people who make a difference 
to minimize the suffering of others and 
Annex Cat Rescue has been caring, 
supportive and reliably offering their 
own time.

I was quickly put in contact with April, 
whose trapping skills are 2nd to none. 
She had to look around the neighbor-
hood as the mother had already moved 
her Kittens before the end of the day. 
April, trapped and released the Spicy 
Mom Cat and her 2 Kittens, Criss and 
Cross (named for both their eyes) were 
fostered and adopted. Please Donate to 
ACR, the cats are worth every penny.

Lee “NotLeeRoss” Ross
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Clementine

2021 was not lacking in the amount 
of requests we received from the 
public. A total of 194 cases were 
assisted by our amazing volunteers. 
From offering advice, helping to 
trap cats, including some that were 
injured, as well taking in kittens and 
friendly adult cats for assessment and 
adoption. We also directed cases to 
other organizations where appropriate 
and notably, getting members of the 
community involved, raising awareness 
about the work that ACR does every 
day. We occasionally get funds from 
grateful community members which 
only helps us continue the work that 
ACR does all year long. As we have 
said in the past, "If Karma were gold, 
ACR's tireless feral/stray volunteers 
would be very rich indeed." 
Some notable cases from 2021 in- 
clude Mama Moose, a pregnant cat 
who was living with her three kittens 
in a community member's yard. An 
ACR volunteer trapper secured 
Moose and her three kittens just in 
time, as Moose gave birth to six 
more kittens just hours after being 
brought inside. Sadly, Mama Moose 
and her babies all became very sick 
and were diagnosed with coccidia 
and giardia. Their dedicated foster 
parent worked tirelessly to care for 
Moose and her babies, giving mul- 
tiple rounds of medication and 
supplementing the sick kittens with 

formula. Two of Moose's kittens 
were dangerously ill, but with the 
incredible care they received from 
both their foster and ACR's partner 
vets, they thankfully pulled through. If 
Mama Moose had not been trapped 
before giving birth, it is likely that 
she and her kittens would not have 
survived outside. Now, all of Mama 
Moose's kittens have been adopted, 
and sweet Moose's foster parent is 
working with her to increase her 
confidence until she is ready for a 
forever home of her own.
Tom Collins was brought into ACR 
when a community member got in 
touch with the feral/stray line seeking 
help for a cat that was living in the 
parking lot of an LCBO and being fed 
by the store's employees. An ACR 
volunteer trapper soon found that 
Tom Collins appeared disheveled and 
very thin, and he definitely needed 
help. Tom was found to be quite sweet 
and definitely happy to be inside! 
After being examined by a vet, Tom 
Collins was found to have advanced 
kidney disease. Had a kind community 
member not reached out to ask for 
help, Tom would have suffered greatly 
outside, and it is unlikely he would 
have survived through the winter. Now 
in palliative care, Tom Collins is a for- 
ever foster cat with Annex Cat Rescue, 
living out the rest of his days in the 
comfort of the loving home he deserves.
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Bessy

2021 also saw several large colonies 
assisted by ACR volunteers working 
in tandem with cat-loving community 
members. The Blackthorn Colony 
had multiple adult cats and kittens 
living in a community member's yard, 
and with none of the cats spayed or 
neutered, more kittens were certainly 
on the way. Volunteer ACR trappers 
worked with the homeowners over 
multiple trapping sessions to secure 
all of the adult cats in the colony, as 
well as a mom and her large litter of 
kittens. The adult cats were spayed 
or neutered and returned to their 
colony with new straw shelters for the 
coming winter and no more litters of 
kittens in their future. All eight kittens—
every one of them female!—were 
nervous and hissy, but with the 
patience and dedication of their 
experienced ACR fosters, they all 
were socialized and adopted into 
forever homes. 
Another colony consisting of ten 
adult cats and five kittens landed on 
ACR's radar in June 2021 when a 
concerned neighbour reached out 
eager to find assistance in getting 
the cats spayed and neutered. With 
guidance from an ACR volunteer 
trapper, the community member 
worked with her neighbours and 

got them on board with the plan to 
trap. Once all of the adult cats and 
kittens were secured, it was found 
that Bessy, mom to a single kitten, 
had a ruptured eye and required an 
enucleation surgery. Bessy recovered 
from her surgery in the home of an 
ACR volunteer, and after a spicy 
beginning, she began to relax and 
enjoy the life of a house cat: eating 
food from her foster parent's finger, 
purring, and even allowing herself 
to be picked up. Bessy entered the 
ACR adoption program, and after 
her upcoming dental surgery, she 
will move to her forever home. 
Bessy's kitten, Cece, who was about 
three months old when rescued, was 
placed in an ACR foster home for 
socialization, and she is now happily 
adopted and living the good life. The 
nine other adult cats from the colony 
were spayed or neutered to prevent 
any future kittens from being born 
outdoors then returned to their caring 
feeders and set up with new straw 
shelters to protect against the ele-
ments. The four other kittens from 
the colony—about seven or eight 
weeks old and all sweet—were 
adopted and are thriving in their 
forever homes.
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR 
ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

We adopted a bonded pair back in 
January. They were the last 2 captured 
from their litter when rescued from a 
wooded area. They were taken in by a 
foster family where they were cared for, 
given their shots, etc. Only when the 
foster family felt the cats were ready for 
adoption were they listed on the internet. 
Although the cats were very nervous at 
first, they are coming around nicely and 
enjoy spending time with us. One even 
loves to cuddle.

Annex Cat Rescue has done a good job of 
matching us with our cats and following 
up with assistance as necessary. I highly 
recommend them.

Ronni Hannon



38

In our Assessment program, we 
help cats that show potential to be 
homed indoors. We work with 
community members seeking help 
with cats they've been feeding and 
caring for outdoors. 
In 2021, the need continued with 28 
cats being assessed through our 
assessment homes. That’s not even 
including our Foster program which 
helps place cats with experienced 
foster homes to help assess and social-
ize when we are short with placements. 
Once past assessment, these terrified 
kitties are transformed over time into 
confident, playful, and loving cats. 
Assessing these cats gives us a 
chance to get to know them before 
they go into a foster home to be 
ready for adoption. 
Cases varied from caretakers passing 
away and their cats being displaced, 
a cat limping into someone’s yard 
with an injured tail, some seeking 
shelter in a parking garage, pregnant 
and alone, or a caregiver who can 
no longer care for their cats due to 
their own poor health.
With so many heartwarming stories 
for all the cats that come into our 
program, Mazikeen and her daughter 
Luci came to us at the right time. One 

of our volunteers who works at the 
Toronto Wildlife Center was made 
aware of a young mom and her 
kitten seeking shelter in a yard. The 
conditions were dismal for this little 
family of two. Mazikeen, the mom, 
was limping and little Luci was also 
looking weak. Quickly trapped we had 
them both vetted and our volunteer 
took them in to be assessed while 
they got the medical care they need-
ed. It was a tough road, several 
months, in fact, one health issue after 
another but they were determined 
to live. Once completely healed Luci 
was adopted with a cat buddy close 
to her age  and Mazikeen was 
adopted with a friend she made 
while being assessed, Jilly.
Jilly had given birth earlier in the 
year but wasn’t doing well with the 
demands of being a young mother. 
Once the kittens were weaned we 
transferred Jilly to share a space 
next door with Mazikeen. They took 
a bit of time to get to know each 
other but learned to trust each 
other. When it was time to place 
them in a foster home, it was clear 
that they wanted to go together. 
And now they are waiting for their 
forever home!

Mazikeen and Luci

Jilly and Mazikeen
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Smokey presented himself as a 
“fractious” cat when he was trapped 
and brought to one of our vet 
partners. He had been hanging out 
at one of our sponsored managed 
cat colonies for a while and appeared 
one day with his fur badly matted, 
was drooling and looking rather 
unwell. He was an intact male, we 
quickly resolved that and had him 
neutered, vaccinated, microchipped 
and treated for fleas and worms. It 
also was discovered that he had an 
infection on one of his paws.  He 
was given medication for two weeks 
which worked to his advantage, as 
he turned a corner a few days later 
becoming a total love bug! It was 
hard for his assessment mom to let 
him go to a foster home after a full 
recovery because he was proving 
to be such a ham.
He now lives his best life and is 
spoiled like a king in his forever 
home. He even has his own 
instagram page!
And lastly, we welcomed a little old 
lady named Evie. At 12 years old, 
she had enough of outdoor living as 

the winters were proving to be 
more difficult to manage living at 
her colony. She was adored by her 
caretaker, allowing her to brush her 
beautiful coat daily.
Evie was brought in to be assessed 
and when she went for a full exam-
ination, it was discovered that this 
poor gal needed a full dental. She 
was in a lot of discomfort and her 
teeth were removed. She pulled 
through that, being spoiled by her 
assessment mom like a princess. In 
fact she was often referred to as 
“Princess!” As a toothless senior 
Princess, we gave her the time to 
adjust to life indoors. Day by day 
she got more comfortable, loves 
getting pets and raises her bum so 
high in the air whenever she's petted. 
She is in a foster home now where 
she can watch the snow fall softly 
from her window or seek a comfy 
blanket for afternoon snoozes. This 
little gal deserves to enjoy her 
golden years safely indoors while 
awaiting for her forever home.

Smokey

Evie
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EVENTS

No amount of praise I write for 
ACR could be enough. I found my baby 
Fiona through their rescue agency and 
the entire adoption process was seamless. 
I learnt so much about Fiona's quirks 
and habits through her foster mom. When 
we decide to adopt another Cat, it will 
surely be through ACR.

Zenia Irani
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Torby

As we moved into another pandemic 
year, planning Annex Cat Rescue’s 
events was challenging due to various 
restrictions from the Province. Once 
again we rose to the challenge in 
finding fun ways to raise money to 
continue helping homeless and 
vulnerable cats in Toronto.
We started off with a new event, an 
online auction. And what better day 
than to launch it on National Pet 
Day in April. A day to recognize 
companion animals—beloved pets 
as well as community cats and 
those waiting for their forever 
homes. The outpouring support of 
the community and businesses 
donating items for the auction, 
especially during these hard times, 
was truly remarkable. We raised an 
incredible $7,755.21

2021 also marked ACR’s seventh 
year of participation in the Scotiabank 
Toronto Waterfront Marathon (STWM) 
Charity Challenge. This annual city- 
wide event is our biggest fundraiser. 
It was another virtual event with many 
participants doing their chosen 
distance alone or accompanied by 
friends or family, while having fun 
raising money to support our mission, 
“A city where all cats—whether they 
are feral, stray or owned—are loved 
and cared for.” Our generous donor 
James L., was back again with his 
support and matched our donations 
with $20,000 bringing our final tally 
to $41,177.25! We are truly grateful 
for the continued love and support 
we have received and continue to 
receive in the most difficult of times.

EV
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Buddy and Finn

We are also so incredibly grateful to 
many other supporters who did 
fundraisers on behalf of Annex Cat 
Rescue, like 
Brenda Grant and her mother, made 
masks to raise funds for ACR.
Kuri K9—included ACR cats in her 
"12 Adoptable Pets of the Season"
SAPS Canada—Shout out to 
“Students for Animal Preservation 
and Sustainability”, they included 
ACR in their Winter Donation Drive 
and continued to collect donations 
till the end of February of 2022.
Jack and Max (two elementary 
school students)—raised almost 
$300 through collecting door-to-
door donations for ACR.
In the month of November,  
@itsmekevin_thecat and @stinky_
steve_and_holst ran two campaigns 
in support of ACR. The Festive as 
Fluff campaign and the GivingTuesday 
campaign raised $425! 
And Turner Fleischer Architects Inc. 
and their unique, incentivized pro-
gram which rewards fitness while 

supporting local charities. The idea 
behind the (relatively) new TF Moves 
program is simple: staff members 
(and members of their household!) 
log their extracurricular activities and 
for every kilometer moved, Turner 
Fleischer donates $1 to a charity. 
Turner Fleischer's $2,800 donation 
reminds everyone that giving to 
charity while leveraging corporate 
might can be achieved in multiple 
ways, including employee match 
programs, payroll deductions, Air 
Miles, vehicle donation, cat supplies 
(through Amazon Wish List), and via 
donation through CanadaHelps. 
Now more than ever, donations to 
charities like ACR that receive no 
government support are lifelines. 
If you have any suggestions or ideas 
for new events, we’d love to hear them. 
Thanks again to all of our participants, 
donors, volunteers, and supporters. 
Our events team looks forward to once 
again being out in the community and 
getting to know each of you. Hearing 
your stories about why you support 
ACR helps motivate us everyday. 

EV
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https://annexcatrescue.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc05d49d7b4f225f8c3636622&id=16b5e7dcf2&e=84c2d6ed39
https://annexcatrescue.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc05d49d7b4f225f8c3636622&id=3c2accfbfe&e=84c2d6ed39
https://annexcatrescue.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc05d49d7b4f225f8c3636622&id=3bd0e9c08b&e=84c2d6ed39
https://annexcatrescue.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc05d49d7b4f225f8c3636622&id=e17cb916b9&e=84c2d6ed39
https://annexcatrescue.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc05d49d7b4f225f8c3636622&id=584619c2ff&e=84c2d6ed39
https://annexcatrescue.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc05d49d7b4f225f8c3636622&id=584619c2ff&e=84c2d6ed39
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The Mom and Ziggy Stardust

COMMUNITY OF 
VOLUNTEERS

The increased number of volunteer 
applications (especially foster app-
lications) didn't slow down a year 
into the pandemic. Hundreds of 
people wanted to work with ACR to 
make a difference in the lives of 
Toronto's vulnerable street cats. More 
than 20 years after it was founded, 
ACR continues to grow and flourish, 
and our volunteers are the backbone 
of the organization. As a 100% 
volunteer-run charity, our focus and 
resources can go directly to the 
cats, and we're very proud that so 
many outstanding people want to 
join our mission. We look forward to 
continuing to grow for many years.
Here are some interesting statistics 
about our organization.
From the beginning of 2015 to the 
end of 2021, there were 2,116 
applications submitted. 

In 2021 alone, there were 513 
applications submitted. Keeping in 
mind that potential volunteers can 
select multiple areas of interest, 
some standout application numbers 
by department include:
• 385 foster applications
• 126 feral feeding applications
• 68 TNR applications
• 79 adoption screening applications
• 48 transportation applications
ACR Board of Directors would like 
to extend sincere gratitude to our 
many amazing volunteers. ACR 
volunteers are dedicated, generous 
and hard-working, and we are lucky 
to have you!
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As ACR continues to expand, new vol- 
unteers are always needed (18+ please), 
especially in the following areas:

FOSTER HOME
Since Annex Cat Rescue does not 
have a shelter, we use a network of 
foster homes to nurture, socialize, 
provide companionship, love, respect 
and temporary shelter for our kittens 
and cats on their journey to finding 
forever homes. Annex Cat Rescue 
pays all medical expenses. Our 
foster parents pay for the food and 
other basic necessities, for which 
they can receive charitable donation 
tax receipts. Foster homes must also 
be comfortable with having potential 
adopters visit their cats, at a mutually 
convenient time.

TRAP-NEUTER/SPAY-RETURN
Annex Cat Rescue needs volunteers 
to help in our Trap-Neuter/Spay-Return 
(TNR) program. Volunteers set traps, 
transport cats (in traps) to and from 
vets and recovery homes, and back 
to their colonies. Our experienced 
volunteers provide training in baiting 
and setting traps, transporting feral 
cats, gaining the cooperation of 
neighbours, along with all other 
essentials of trapping.

COPYWRITERS
Help share the good news about 
Annex Cat Rescue and our work to 
save cats. Copywriters contribute 
stories regularly for our online blog, 
newsletter and for other comm-
unications, as they come up. There’s 
usually some research involved with 
each article - such as interviewing 
one or two people to get a first 
person account of the story before 
you write it up, edit, and submit it by 
the deadline.

FERAL FEEDING
Annex Cat Rescue often needs help 
to feed feral cats on several routes 
within the city. A car is not necessary 
for this position. If you have not 
helped with feral feeding before, 
please see the Feral Feeding Q&As 
on our website to see if you think 
this position is right for you.

TRANSPORTATION
Do you have a vehicle and a couple 
of hours you can spare? Annex Cat 
Rescue is always looking for volun-
teers with their own vehicle to help 
transport supplies to special events, 
collect and distribute donated food, 
pick up and drop off cats at veterinary 
clinics. This position does not require 
a set amount of time, but as your 
schedule allows. If you have a ve-
hicle, please consider becoming a 
transportation volunteer.

Butterscotch and Monkey

https://annexcatrescue.ca/2010/09/feral-colony-feeding-2/
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ASSESSMENT HOMES
Every cat over 12 weeks of age must 
go through a 2-4 week assessment 
where we get to know the cat and 
see if he/she is sociable. This po-
sition is ideal for people who don’t 
want to commit to longer-term 
fostering. (Time commitment: A few 
hours a day)

SOCIALIZATION AND  
MEDICAL FOSTER HOMES

We always need foster parents with 
experience building trust again in shy, 
traumatized cats or working with cats 
with special behavioural or medical 
needs. A separate space is needed. 
(Time commitment: 1-2 hours a day) 

FUNDRAISING/EVENTS
We are a 100% volunteer run, not for 
profit registered charity with no office 
or shelter, and receive no government 
funding and rely exclusively to main-
tain our services. We are always 
looking for fun ways to raise money. 
If you are passionate about helping 
cats/kittens as we are, consider 
volunteering with ACR.

COINBOX PROGRAM
A network of ACR volunteers monitor 
coinboxes and catnip toy donation 
baskets in stores and vet offices 
around the city which bring nearly 
$14,000 a year. (Time commitment: 
30 minutes every 2 weeks) 
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Adopted our first cat from Annex Cat Rescue 
in January and couldn’t be happier with the 
experience! Everyone from foster parents 
to intake volunteers to follow up email 
volunteers have been helpful, knowledgeable 
and so generous with their time. Reaching 
back out to them for a second cat :)

nancy wong

To learn more about volunteering with 
ACR, please visit our website:

http://annexcatrescue.ca/volunteer/

Did you know that many companies will 
donate money for their employees’  

volunteer hours? Check with your HR  
department to see if they have an Employee 

Matching Program! 

http://annexcatrescue.ca/volunteer/
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Annex Cat Rescue doesn't receive 
any government funding; every dollar 
we receive comes from donor support. 
The generosity of our donors and 
supporters allows us to continue 
doing meaningful and life-saving 
work. Reliable funds are particularly 
important so we can continue to 
help with special cases, such as 
emergency care or dental surgery. 
From foster cats to ferals, and those 
in palliative care, the commitment of 
our donors and supporters to Toronto’s 
community cats means we can con- 
tinue to help when help is needed 
most. Because we have no paid staff 
(100% volunteer run!) we can allocate 
nearly 90% of our funds directly to 
helping cats. While we don't have 
the space to name everyone here, 
we hope you know how much we 
value your contribution to the life of 
every cat helped by ACR.

Individual Donors
In 2021, over 1,100 individuals made 
generous financial donations to Annex 
Cat Rescue, including over 1,000 via 
Canada Helps. We were fortunate 
to receive these a number of ways:
Single donations ($41,177.25) 
donated during the Scotiabank 
Charity Challenge alone! 

Monthly donations, which help us 
plan for and maintain our ongoing 
programs. In 2021, ACR had 73 monthly 
donors through Canada Helps. 
Planned giving—donors who have 
generously named Annex Cat Rescue 
in their wills or named Annex Cat 
Rescue as a beneficiary of insurance 
policies or investment funds.
We'd also like to thank those who 
donated food & supplies in-kind, 
donated items by buying it through 
our Amazon wishlist and everyone 
who collected Air Miles or donated 
through our catnip toy baskets or 
coin boxes throughout the city. And 
a huge thank you to our feral colony 
feeders and foster homes. These 
amazing volunteers not only give 
their time and hearts to ACR cats, 
they also purchase items on behalf 
of Annex Cat Rescue (as gift-in-kind 
donations), such as cat food, litter, 
toys and other special supplies for 
the cats in their care. We couldn't 
do what we do without your 
generosity & dedication!

DONORS AND 
SUPPORTERS

https://www.amazon.ca/hz/wishlist/ls/RHND3F504JBC?ref_=wl_share
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Bonnie and Mari

Coinbox
Annex Cat Rescue has over 25 coin 
donation boxes throughout the city of 
Toronto. From vet offices and pet stores, 
to independent businesses, our gen-
erous partners put our coinboxes and 
ever-popular catnip sausage toys 
on display to allow for cash donations 
as well as to raise awareness for 
Annex Cat Rescue. With almost 20 
volunteers, our coinbox monitors 
make it possible for ACR to receive 
these donations throughout the year 
which allows our team to continue to 
do meaningful work for our comm-
unity. The last two years, with the 
pandemic restrictions, have been 
challenging for our supporters. Not 
all were able to fully open and allow 
donations to be made through our 
coinboxes. We are grateful for every-
one who made it possible for our 
supporters to donate and we look 
forward to life getting back to normal.

Bathurst-Dupont Animal Hospital

Bloorcourt Veterinary Clinic 

El Pipil

Global Pet Foods 

Helmutt's Pet supply 

Kato Animal Hospital

Parkdale Pet Foods

Pet Mama

Pet Uno

Ren’s Pet

Pet Valu  

Roncy Village Veterinary Clinic

VetsToronto Kingston Road Animal 
Hospital

Weiner's Home Hardware

Yonge-Davenport Pet Hospital
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Ina and Dora

The harder ACR works, the harder 
our vet partners work! And 2021 was 
another year of challenges, heartbreak, 
and happy endings. ACR simply could 
not do what it does without the on-
going assistance of our esteemed 
veterinary partners; untold numbers 
of homeless cats and kittens across 
the GTA would go without necessary 
and often life-saving medical and 
dental care. Through generous 
discounts on services and boarding, 
our vet partners represent our 
single biggest donors. They’re who 
we can count on, often at odd hours 
and sometimes on very short notice! 
You never know when a foster cat 
may become ill or that elusive feral 
requiring medical attention will 
finally be caught. 
We have a variety of colonies in the 
city requiring ongoing medical care. 
And we receive many requests for 
community help from our feral/stray 
line. All of these cats matter, and are 
an important part of our community 
cat care. We also increasingly look to 
our vet partners for more complex and 
costly care such as dental surgeries 
(including full mouth extractions when 
necessary). Our vet partners assist 
us with expert advice and continually 
offer kindness when awful decisions 
need to be made about seriously 
injured or profoundly ill cats requiring 
compassionate euthanasia. 

As a 100% volunteer organization 
that receives no government funding, 
ACR is deeply indebted and wholly 
grateful to our veterinary partners. 
Thank you…
Animal Health Partners

Annex Animal Hospital

Beaches Animal Hospital

Bloorcourt Veterinary Clinic

Central Toronto Veterinary Referral 
Clinic

Dundas Euclid Animal Hospital

Forest Hill Animal Clinic

Richard Klys Veterinary Professional 
Clinic

Roncy Village Veterinary Clinic

St Clair Veterinary Facilities

Veterinary Emergency Clinic 

VETS Toronto Kingston Road Animal 
Hospital

Yonge-Davenport Pet Hospital

ACR VETERINARY 
PARTNERS



Revenues
Adoption Fees ................................................... 35,560 ........................ 34,860
Donations ......................................................... 202,762 .......................226,015
Donations - bequests ....................................... 10,000 ...........................6,300
Fundraising ..........................................................10,047 ............................1,265
Interest .................................................................... 1,820 ............................ 3,213
Membership Dues ...................................................370 .............................. 350
Coin Boxes ............................................................. 3,410 ........................... 5,725

Revenue total .......................................... 263,969 ......................277,728

Surplus (Deficit) for the period ............................................................................... (10,491) .............................................................................. (17,258)
Opening Surplus (Deficit) ........................................................................................... 214,128 ..............................................................................231,386
Ending Surplus (Deficit) ........................................................................................... 203,637 ...............................................................................214,128

Operating Expenses
Accounting Expense ...........................................1,600 ............................. 226
Advertising Expense................................................991 .............................. 139
Bank Charges ............................................................. 35 ................................28
Charitable Transfer................................................. 500 .................................. 0
Fundraising Expense ............................................1,740 ............................1,912
Miscellaneous ...................................................... 3,597 ...........................2,671
Outreach Expense .................................................... 56 .................................. 0
Supplies ................................................................26,317 ........................ 30,190
Administration ......................................................... 860 .............................. 914
Transportation Expense .........................................656 ...........................1,896
Veterinary Services ......................................... 238,108 ......................257,010

Expense total .......................................... 274,460 ......................294,986

Year Ended  
December 31, 2021

Year Ended  
December 31, 2021

Year Ended  
December 31, 2021

Year Ended  
December 31, 2020

Year Ended  
December 31, 2020

Year Ended  
December 31, 2020

2021 FINANCIAL SUMMARY


