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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

Thank you for taking the time to read these Annual Highlights. 
Over my years as an ACR volunteer, I have constantly been 
amazed by what a relatively small group of dedicated individuals 
can achieve. As you read, consider that ACR has no physical 
shelter or office and is entirely managed and run by volunteers. 
We are also fortunate to have several amazing veterinary partners 
with their own strong commitments to rescue work and the 
support of some wonderful pet stores and other community 
businesses. We are very aware that every dollar donated or 
saved is one more dollar that can help a homeless cat. 

Amongst local animal welfare organizations, ACR has been 
developing its “niche”. The figures in this report reflect a growing 
focus on helping street cats, many of whom have medical 
issues that are treatable but can cause great discomfort, such 
as dental problems (very common, painful, yet usually easily 
treatable). There are more cats coming into our foster program 
who could benefit from socialization in order to gain confidence 
and develop trust before being ready for adoption, and a number 
who have some (often temporary) health challenges. These 
could be as simple as a minor wound or infection, or as com- 
plicated as injuries or illnesses requiring hospitalization. In some 
cases we provide palliative foster care for cats who have 
terminal illnesses but still enjoy life. 

We are fortunate to operate in a city with a Trap-Neuter-Return 
(TNR) policy for feral cats, and it’s heartening to see other 
municipalities now reaching out to learn from Toronto about how 
TNR programs are run. Along with promoting TNR, ACR and its 
fellow Toronto Feral Cat Coalition members try to educate the 
public about the benefits of spay/neuter for pets. We provide 

significant education and support to the public through our Feral/ 
Stray Inquiries line, and attempt to empower community members 
to become actively involved in rescuing the cats they have found. 

ACR feral colonies are closely monitored by caretaking teams, 
and the cats’ health is generally very good, as shown in the 
relatively low number of resident colony cats that required 
necessary veterinary treatment in the past year. Despite this, we 
did experience several losses in our colonies. These cats will 
be remembered by those who knew and loved them. As a colony 
caretaker, I can attest to the bond that develops between care- 
takers and their “regulars”, and the tremendous sense of loss 
when these cats disappear or pass away. However, knowing that 
the these cats had better lives because of our care gives much 
consolation and the strength to continue doing this often heart- 
breaking, but very satisfying, work.

Throughout these pages, you will see that none of our areas of 
operation could function without exceptional volunteers. Although 
ACR has grown tremendously since its founding in 1997, it 
maintains the feel of a grassroots organization where volunteers 
can make lifelong friends and find opportunities to explore, learn 
and grow. At the same time, our volunteers display a high level 
of professionalism in all they do.

I hope that the many stories told in these Annual Highlights 
inspire you and that you will feel as proud as I do of the incredible 
results achieved through the generosity of our supporters and 
the efforts of our volunteers. On behalf of the Board of Directors, 
our heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped to make 2015 a 
productive and satisfying year!

Sincerely,

Joanna Reading
Chair, Board of Directors

Dear Friend of Annex Cat Rescue (ACR),
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VISION MISSION VALUES

A city where all 
cats—whether they 
are feral, stray, or 
owned—are loved 
and cared for .

Annex Cat Rescue 
is a network of over 
300 volunteers 
working to help 
homeless cats in 
our city .

Compassion   
Cooperation   
Respect   
Dedication   
Integrity
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HISTORY & FUTURE

Annex Cat Rescue was founded in 1997 when several residents 
of the Annex neighbourhood, located in downtown Toronto, 
joined together to care for a local feral cat colony. Over the 
years, Annex Cat Rescue’s service area, both for cats and 
volunteers, has grown to span the city.

In 1999, the Canada Revenue Agency granted Annex Cat Rescue 
charity status (charity registration #871653945 RR 0001). An 
inaugural Board of Directors was elected and a governing 
philosophy was formalized through our constitution, by-laws 
and guidelines.

Over the past 19 years, Annex Cat Rescue has provided  
compassionate cat rescue work in Toronto focusing on 
forging partnerships to help the most vulnerable cats in our 
city. Our strength comes from our network of volunteers and 
our work is only possible due to to the generosity of our 
donors and supporters who work tirelessly to improve the 
lives of cats in our city.
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OUR PROGRAMS

“Feral” cats are the free-roaming, wild offspring of domestic cats that have 
been abandoned or lost. Feral cats may have been wild for several generations 
and they tend to live in colonies throughout the city in back alleys, parks, 
garages or wherever they can find shelter and food. Annex Cat Rescue 
believes that all cats deserve humane and compassionate care. Our feral 
colony care teams, including feeders and trappers, provide care to the feral 
cat colonies—feeding them, trapping them and arranging spaying/neutering. 
These volunteers also monitor colonies and arrange veterinary care for 
any injured or ill cats. Annex Cat Rescue has a strict no-kill policy and only 
euthanizes cats on purely compassionate grounds.

Since a female cat can have two or three litters of kittens each year, she 
can exponentially produce thousands of offspring in a short time. This is 
exceptionally hard for the mother, and many of the kittens will perish through 
starvation, freezing, and attacks by humans and predators.  

Annex Cat Rescue intervenes in this tragic cycle of suffering and reduces 
the number of cats living on Toronto’s streets through our Trap-Neuter/
(Spay)-Return (TNR) program. While the cat populations at most of our 

colonies are now stable after many years of care, our dedicated colony and 
trapping volunteers work hard to TNR new feral cats that find our colonies 
each year. Our volunteers also help support concerned members of the 
public with the process of TNR’ing feral cats in their communities, primarily 
through our Feral/Stray Info-Line. 

Annex Cat Rescue is an active member of the Toronto Feral Cat Coalition, 
where we work with Toronto Animal Services, the Toronto Humane Society, 

Annex Cat Rescue does not operate a shelter. Instead, all our cats are 
provided homes within our network of volunteer foster homes. This prevents 
the behavioural problems that develop when cats are caged for long periods 
of time. Our foster home strategy also prevents the spread of infectious 
diseases. While in the foster home environment, cats’ temperaments are 
analyzed to ensure that cats are adopted into the most suitable forever homes. 
Through home visits, prospective adopters can interact directly with our 
cats in a setting similar to their own homes. This foster care strategy is how 
Annex Cat Rescue is truly “cat adoption with a difference.” In the nineteen 
years since our founding, Annex Cat Rescue has placed approximately 
3,000 cats and kittens in screened, permanent, loving homes!

FERAL COLONY CARE FOSTER HOMES

TNR PROGRAM
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the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Toronto Street 
Cats, Toronto Cat Rescue, and other rescue groups to compassionately 
address feral cat overpopulation in our city. The Coalition operates a Recovery 
Centre that offers quiet space for feral cats to recover after spay/neuter. It is 
run by volunteers and available free of charge to registered colony caretakers. 
Coalition members also run other valuable programs such as free spay/neuter 
clinics for feral cats (offered by Toronto Animal Services, the Toronto Humane 
Society and Toronto Street Cats) and regular Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) 
workshops (offered by Community Cats Toronto). The TNR workshops can 
teach anyone how to do TNR and manage feral cat colonies. Completion of 
a workshop gives access to the free spay/neuter clinics for feral cats, recovery 
space, traps, and cat food donations. Annex Cat Rescue requires its colony 

managers and trappers to complete the workshop, and many other volunteers 
have taken and highly recommend it!

The Toronto Humane Society’s free feral spay/neuter and vaccination 
clinic has also been incredibly valuable to Annex Cat Rescue. It is easily 
accessible by our trapping volunteers, and its flexibility recognizes and 
supports the inherent unpredictability of feral cat trapping efforts. Almost 
all of the feral cats that Annex Cat Rescue has spayed/neutered this year 
have gone through the Toronto Humane Society’s clinic, improving the 
efficiency of our trapping process, and saving valuable funds that we have 
then been able to use to help other cats in need. From all of us at Annex 
Cat Rescue, thank you to the Toronto Humane Society for your much 
appreciated support.

Annex Cat Rescue’s Feral/Stray Info-Line (accessible by emailing  
ferals@annexcatrescue.ca) is an invaluable community service that  
indirectly or directly helped over 400 cats in 2015. Annex Cat Rescue is 
contacted every day by members of the public looking for assistance with 
feral or stray cats in their neighbourhood. Our dedicated volunteers learn 
about their situations, educate them about feral cats and the resources 
available to them, and coach them through the process. In special situations, 
Annex Cat Rescue’s volunteers lend community members traps, or step in 
to provide hands-on assistance.

Our Feral/Stray Info-Line volunteers have found that a little education can 
go a long way. One common type of inquiry we receive is from concerned 
community members who have rescued a stray cat that then tested positive 

for Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV). By providing a thorough description 
of FIV and links to additional resources on the topic, our volunteers have 
been able to help people feel more at ease with the diagnosis, and give 
them the confidence to keep the cat or find it an adoptive home. We also 
get numerous inquiries from community members who are motivated to help 
the cats in their neighbourhoods, and just need a little coaching to get started. 
They then go on to rescue and TNR many cats in need, and some even 
become Annex Cat Rescue volunteers. This is the ultimate goal of the 
Feral/Stray Info-Line: empowering members of the public to take action 
themselves to improve the lives of stray and feral cats in their communities.

FERAL-STRAY INFO-LINE



BY THE NUMBERShighlights
 from 2015

155
cats adopted

131 Cats

24 Kittens 
 
40 Adopted  
 in pairs

115 Adopted 
 as single

2.5 years old on average 
 at time of adoption

16 cats adopted by foster home

139 adopted by non-foster home

CATS PROVIDED 
VETERINARY 
TREATMENT

SPAY/ 
NEUTERED

324 157
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This year was met with triumphs and challenges. Earlier on, 
we lost Orange Girl, a resident of Larch who had lived a long 

life for a feral cat–around 17 years. Though timid around people, 
she had bonded with many neighbourhood cats over the 
years. She had a hard life for a cat–having lived in dirty conditions 
and surviving brutally cold winters. Orange Girl had been 

under the ACR’s care for a very long time   some of the long term feeders 
had known her for over a decade. This tough girl had the will to live a long 
life, aided by the fervent dedication and love from those who looked after her.

Ned was another sad loss. A handsome boy with a white tipped tail, Ned was 
a ladies’ man who fathered many kittens over the years, including with his 
long term partner Hope, before he was finally trapped and neutered. He was 
often seen sunbathing in people’s yards and endearing himself with his 
intelligence and charm. One resident notes how on one cold day, Ned lay on 
his back and covered himself in leaves to create a blanket for himself. People 
often invited him into their homes, though he never took them up the offer–he 
was a feral through and through. Towards the end of his life, which spanned 
around 10 years, some neighbours showed tremendous dedication by helping 
him through his health decline. Their compassion and kindness will not be forgotten.

Lastly, we remember Ms. Henry, a small young mother with sleek black fur 
and bright eyes. Ms. Henry was shy but would depend on our volunteers to 
feed her and her kittens. Due to our volunteers’ efforts and those of people 
in the neighbourhood who cared enough to check up on the cats daily, provide 
shelter, and report back on a regular basis, Ms. Henry’s life was as comfortable 
as it could have been under the circumstances. Though it came to a sad 
end by a negligent driver, she was loved and will be missed. 

And then there were happy endings, as with Juniper. Originally from a 
neglectful home with many other pets not neutered or spayed, Juniper was 

often left to his own devices in Kensington Market. His owners assumed 
someone else would look after him. And someone did–he was taken in by 
the ACR and provided safe and comfortable lodgings before moving onto a 
forever home. Like many of the cats in the area, Juniper was not technically 
“feral,” though due to unfortunate circumstances he was forced to fend for 
himself on the streets. Luckily, with some help, Juniper was able to find the 
happy and healthy home he deserves. 

We had a few new cats show up along our route, including Nike, a small 
2  year  old who was successfully trapped and neutered, and who shows 
promising signs of being socialized. We expect that he will soon be given 
a home away from the streets. Other cats continue to receive our care and 
remain in good health: Midnight, Stripe, Spook, and a number of semi feral cats 
that rely on us for food and winterized shelters. We continue to think of ways 
to make a positive impact in the area. For example, some of the Chinatown 
volunteers got together for a trash collection day in order to clean up the 
feeding route and foster good relationships with area residents. 

Life is not easy for a feral cat, but with the dedication and compassion of 
our volunteers, community members and donors, they are given a chance to 
have the best quality of life possible. A tremendous thank you to everyone 
who has helped look after these cats.

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR FERAL COLONIES

13 6 1
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

SPOOK

STRIPE

CHINATOWN
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We are still down to only two resident kitties at Bathurst- College (from the 
original 11). Tabby and Lilybelle are approximately 8 years old and seem to 
have lived in this colony for their entire lives. They both appear to be doing 
well and we were glad to see they both survived another harsh winter. Though 
it seems sad sometimes that there are only two left, the colony is actually a 
success story in the making, as the goal of managing feral colonies through 
TNR and foster programs is that someday there won’t be any colonies to 
attend to, and every cat will have an indoor home. These two cats are very 
special to our team of feeders who continue to feed and monitor them daily. 
Thank you to everyone who helps to make a difference in the lives of 
Tabby and Lilybelle!

LILYBELLE

TABBY

2 0 0
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

BATHURST-COLLEGE
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The Kensington route consists of 8 spots, which includes two that are optional. 
The estimated number of cats on the route is ten. 

Volunteer Stephen continues to offer care and shelter in his backyard at 
Atkinson Co op, otherwise known as “Kitty City.” The cats at this spot make 
good use of the structures that Stephen has built for them, and he monitors the 
cats on a daily basis. He has made significant progress with the socialization of 
colony cat Fluffy Spot. Fluffy Spot made two visits to the vet over the past year 
for an eye infection. He is now in good health. Fluffy Spot has transitioned from 
the back yard to indoors and now spends much of his time inside Stephen’s house.  

The route lost a veteran colony cat, Champion this past summer. Champion was 
found in distress and was taken to the vet immediately. He was admitted for 
assessment in the evening, but unfortunately the next morning he died of a heart 
attack. His loss was felt by feeders and the people in the area who cared for him. 
He was a true “community cat” and loved by many. He was cremated and his 
ashes were given to Maria who knew Champion since he was young. Thanks 
to Annex Cat Rescue Champion lived 16 long and healthy years he would not 
otherwise have had. 

In October 2015 volunteers conducted a canvas to investigate a number of 
new cats appearing at one of the feeding spots. It was determined that most 
of the cats were owned or at least semi owned with people who tend to them. 
Volunteers continue to monitor this spot to ensure that new cats don’t 
appear and give birth to kittens. 

There were no new regular cats reported in the route and no trap neuter returns. 
There was some turnover among the feeders this past year with about 8 people 

needing to be replaced. Monica, a dedicated feeder on the route, has also 
taken on the role of co- coordinator.

10 0 2
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

KENSINGTON

CHAMPION
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Once again the Richmond colony has faced some challenges with the continued 
development on Queen St W. The cats’ territory has been dramatically 
reduced by continued development on all sides of the community. Luckily 
the cats can still take refuge in the one last yard that has not been sold to 
developers on the block. Fuzzy and Mr. Fuzz are hard to catch if you visit 
during the day, but later in the evening when things are quiet you might find 
them lounging together in the backyard. One of our biggest challenges this 
year was losing the spot that we were feeding the cats. The local businesses 
have been very cooperative and one has let us set up a feeding station on 
the steps leading to their back door. It’s not the ideal location for a feeding 
because of the high volume of traffic during the day, but the cats are still 
finding the food at night and we’ve had fewer issues with our station and 
bowls being moved or thrown away.

2 0 0
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

RICHMOND
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Ossington Harbord colony became an official ACR colony in 2014 and 
residing are Tommy, Buddy and Stella.

Tommy and Buddy will seek out some petting from us but Stella still holds 
her distance. She will join the boys once we have  put at least a few steps 
between her. 

We are so lucky that these guys have adjusted to the constant construction 
and remodelling of homes which brings extra traffic and machinery.  Despite 
all this action, we seem to have a neighbourhood cat named Rocco who wants 
in on the action and hangs out with the gang. To keep the peace we feed him 
as well and have informed his owners who are fine with his extra feedings.

This is a well managed colony that boasts a dedicated group of volunteers 
(Etan, Tonia, Chara, Brian and Liz) who genuinely care about the welfare of 
these cats. One of our volunteers, Tonia, just had a baby and she informed 
the Caretaker not to worry that her husband was going to fill in until she was 
able to feed again...talk about dedication!

We’d also like to thank Ana and Julia for volunteering with us last year as well.

3 0 0
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

OSSINGTON-HARBORD

TOMMY

BUDDY
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This is one of our more mature colonies, and with no kittens since 2012 it 
continues to contract as colony cats are cared for more by neighbours or 
sadly, when we lose a cat. We were extremely saddened to lose our beloved 
Jessie in the autumn. Jessie was one of our black cats at the main feeding 
spot. She was a relative newcomer who appeared at the colony in 2012 and 
was quickly accepted by the long term resident cats. Jessie is also missed 
by the local residents who got to know her so well that they held a little 
funeral for her. Although shorter than we would have wished, Jessie’s life was 
not terrible —she had plenty of food, warm shelter and feline companionship.

We have four cats remaining at that spot: Beauty, Stella, Bibsy and Twin. 
These are occasionally joined by Jack, a male from up the laneway, and 
various local pets. Beauty has the distinction of getting herself locked in 
nearby garages more than any other cat we know. Luckily, she usually alerts 
us with her distinctive meows. Her adventures have helped us to get to 
know the neighbours who have kindly helped free her on several occasions!

Neighbours work with us to care for the cats at two other feeding spots, 
and we have supplied shelters for several backyards in the area. We will 
also help when local residents see possibly lost or abandoned cats.

One of the nicest compliments has been when residents recall what our 
main feeding spot was like before ACR began managing the colony–sick 
kittens and cats, yowling, and smells   and how healthy and happy the remaining 
cats seem now.

Thank you to all of the volunteers who have helped to care for the cats in 
this colony and the neighbours who support us! Together we have made 
the lives of our community cats safer and healthier

4 0 0
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

CHRISTIE-BLOOR

STELLA & BIBSY

BEAUTY
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ACR’s smallest route got even smaller this year, but in a good way! Mrs., who 
has been part of the route for at least 8 years, had a limp that seemed to be 
getting worse, so after several attempts was successfully trapped so she 
could be examined (thanks to James of the Kensington Route for assistance 
with the box trap!) Turns out she has only three toes on the leg that was 
troubling her, doubtless the result of some past injury. The vet suggested it 
would be preferable not to put her back outside, so in November she began 
a trial period as an indoor cat. After a challenging beginning for both foster 
cat and foster cat’s mom, Mrs., now known as Maddy, has made slow but 
gradual progress and now purrs when stroked about the head. She spends 
her time on a pillow on a shelf under a small table, where she feels protected, 
but did come out to play with a catnip toy recently. These small changes 
are so gratifying, considering how terror stricken she was at first. She’s even 
got fussy about her food, turning her nose up at dry, now that she knows 
that wet is a prospect. Her former companion, Mr., is still out on the route. He 
has always been more stand offish than her, but one of our feeders, Lindsay, 
has been working towards getting him more comfortable with people, with 
a view to eventually bringing him in as well, if a suitably patient foster home 
could be found. Mr. is fed by the church on our route. The other spot is under 
a bench outside an apartment building. Mr. feeds there too sometimes, as 
do a couple of other more transient cats (and the occasional homed cat on 
the mooch!)

2 0 1
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

BLOOR-OSSINGTON

MRS AKA MADDY
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The small but established colony at Chester/Danforth provides a snapshot of 
ACR work at its best...and also at its most heart breaking. Our population this 
year was reduced to four cats from five with the sudden death of Elmo. He 
had been captured and taken to the vet for what appeared to be respiratory 
infection. To the great sadness of the colony’s multiple, dedicated daily feeders, 
Elmo didn’t make it (heart attack compounded by other ailments) though we 
take some solace in the fact that his final moments were in comfort and 
care. On the plus side, another Chester/Danforth cat, Baby (the sole female) 
was also captured, vetted and released back to her colony with a clean bill 
of health where daily, hers is the first little head to pop up for feeding and 
pets, alongside her BFF Bandit. (Cats Sweetie and Tabby round out the Fab 
Four at this east end location). This is a long standing colony housed in the 
yard of a caring neighbour who permits us to place overwinter shelters on 
her property. This colony has its challenges (feeders must kneel and pass 
food through a hole in the fence) but overall, it is stable–and occasionally 
supplemented by nearby restaurateurs who place scraps down for the cats.

4 0 2
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

CHESTER-DANFORTH

ELMO
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Fall of 2015 was tough for the South Riverdale colony. The cats unfortunately 
lost their home due to property development. With very short notice, volunteers 
worked tirelessly to get the remaining cats TNR’d and to identify any that 
could be adoptable. As the construction crew was already on site, volunteers 
were able to work with them to safely trap the adoptable cats for relocation 
to foster homes. Thankfully many cats were able to be moved to foster 
homes, but the remaining colony is still there, gratefully, now down to only 
five cats, a much more manageable number and only one remaining to be 
TNR’d–the elusive Batmom, a very trap-savvy cat. She just gave birth to another 
litter of five this spring that have been trapped and placed in foster care. 
Also this spring, Nero (now Lexy) was hit by a car and required a rear leg 
amputation but now seems destined for a happy life indoors. Of these five 
remaining cats, the hope is to relocate them to a better spot, one street over, 
in the next few months with the warmer weather as their current feeding 
location is somewhat precarious.

14 9 19
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

SOUTH RIVERDALE

BATMOM
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Scout and Myles, our playful young duo, are good friends who like to share a 
shelter in the cooler months. It’s impossible not to smile when they emerge 
together as we prepare their breakfast. Bronco, our older boy, is gentle and 
sweet, Lily and Gordon are lovely as ever, Mayo and Joey both keep their 
distance a bit, but they know who we are and stay close, eager for breakfast 
once we have finished putting out wet and dry food, and water.  

Happy news for 2015: Gordon was seen to be badly injured and we were 
able to trap him and get him to the clinic. He made a fantastic recovery and 
has been doing beautifully ever since. Our thanks to ACR for enabling us 
to get him the veterinary care he needed urgently. More good news: Gus 
continues to be well loved and cared for in his foster home; we are just 
waiting for his forever home to make itself known!

2015 also brought with it sad news. We were heart broken by the disappearance 
of lovely 12 year  old Crystal. It is always so hard to lose one of our colony 
cats and it is just tragic when a cat disappears. She is missed by all of us and 
by a neighbour who cared for her, as well. We also lost our much  loved boy 
Groucho, who was thought to be about 10 years old. What was initially diagnosed 
as a severe upper respiratory tract infection was in fact discovered to be 
cancer. Our noble boy died in the loving presence of two of our caretakers 
after receiving excellent and sensitive care at the Yonge- Davenport Pet 

Hospital, with Dr. Vlad Stefanescu and his staff. We remain grateful to ACR 
for enabling us to provide Groucho with the support and care he so badly 
needed. In 2015 we also lost Angus, our beloved colony patriarch, who lived 
with one of our colony caretakers for the past 4 years, along with our former 
colony boy, Murphy. He was a remarkable cat who lived on the street for 
at least 10 years and was thought to be about 17 when he died.  

With Groucho gone, our two younger cats began to bully our shy girl 
Marigold, who subsequently vanished for long periods of time. She returned 
briefly, but was always chased away, so she sought food elsewhere. When we 
were able to see her, it was evident that she was not getting enough food 
and she had begun to wander upon a busy street, so we trapped her, took 
her to Dr. Stefanescu for a check up and relocated her to an enclosed garden 
where she is cared for by a kind woman.

Our team of caretakers continues to be committed to providing our colony 
cats with the best possible care and we remain grateful for the kindness and 
support of a few neighbours close by, who will always notify us immediately 
if they have any concerns about the wellbeing of any of our colony cats.

Our warm and heart felt thanks to ACR for another year of incredible 
support that has made a huge difference to the cats in our care!

7 0 3
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

GREENWOOD & GERRARD EAST

GROUCHO & MYLES

ANGUS
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The cats at Greenwood & Gerrard West Colony continue to thrive with the 
care of our loyal feeders. There’s currently approximately 15 feral and 
community cats that we feed and care for daily at the colony. In 2015 ACR 
helped to rescue Baby, a tame cat who had been locked outside during the 
winter months. We arranged to have his owner surrender him, have him 
neutered and brought into the foster program where he has flourished. We 
also rescued MJ and her five newborn kittens. MJ’s owners were evicted 
from their apartment and she was left behind, pregnant, where neighbours 
took her in until her babies were born and then ACR arranged to place them 
all with one of our vet partners.
2015 was also a difficult year for the G&G West colony when it was discovered 

a hostile individual was attempting to trap and relocate our cats. ACR worked 
with volunteers, the TAS, and a lawyer to help stop the trapping. We never 
did find the two missing tortie cats, but we think of them and hope they’ve 

found shelter elsewhere. We also lost a favourite cat, Fency, who ACR did 
an autopsy for to make sure no harm was inflicted to cause his death. It’s 
always hard to lose cats in the colony, but there is much joy of feeding the 
ones who remain.

15 0 0
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

AFTERBEFORE

GREENWOOD & GERRARD WEST

FENCY

BABY
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The Cherry Street Colony remains extremely grateful for all of ACR’s support. 
The colony is stable no new cats and all the residents are TNRed so the main 
issue at this point is aging cats. One of our oldest cats, Sally, sadly had to 
euthanized in November due to mammary tumours, and two cats, Lionel 
and Bright Eyes, disappeared, we of course presume they died, there are 
a number of trucks at our site which is very industrial (in the portlands). We 
also found our youngest member, Penny, dead in a shelter in January of 
2016. We mourn each and every one of them.

The colony now consists of 12 cats, who live in two separate groups of 6. 
One group lives amongst the dumpsters and boats but our other group had 
access to an insulated trailer, lucky cats, if only they could all get along and 
join each other.

Thanks to ACR’s support, we were able to release Sally from her suffering, 
get Lionel dentistry and treat an injury to Hank’s leg.

In the fall of 2015 we discovered a new colony in the portlands just a few 
kilometres away, where a city worker had been feeding for years, but none 
of the cats were fixed, so we managed to TNR five females in the fall and 
rescue a couple of litters of kittens. In the last few months we discovered a 
few of the adults were tame so thanks to ACR’s help Lini, Betty and Winston 
were rescued. Lini was just adopted, Winston is in foster care and Betty 
lives with the colony coordinator! It’s always satisfying to get colony cats 
out of dangerous situations and into homes!

12 5 3
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

CHERRY STREET

TIBBS

HANK
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The Steamwhistle Colony only joined ACR in 2015 but has been a colony for 
more than 15 years in the downtown core. Initially starting with close to 100 
cats, it is now down to 4 cats. Most of the cats were rehomed/relocated 
through the rescue network in the GTA. We have daily volunteers that make 
sure the cats have food, water and keep an eye on our little old man. He is 
an older orange tabby male that had been in the colony for about five years 
now. He was confirmed as neutered when trapped in 2013 but more than 
likely was displaced when a colony a few blocks away was relocated when 
a new build construction was being completed. The colony feeders enjoy 
seeing many different animals at the colony. Our groundhog family is due 
to reappear in a few days as the warmer weather starts.

4 0 0
cats in this 

colony
spayed/ 
neutered

received  
veterinary care

THIS Y
EAR

STEAMWHISTLE

MAUDE



21Annual Highlights 2015 Annex Cat Rescue

EVENTS

Events provide opportunities to educate the public about feral cats and TNR, 
raise funds, engage potential adopters, meet other ACR volunteers and 
supporters (and recruit new ones) and network with other animal welfare 
organizations. Our Events Team offers various roles for volunteers, such as 
staffing our event tables, setting up behind the scenes, providing transport 
for supplies or cats, and making crafts for fundraising. We also assist supporters 
who wish to organize their own events to benefit ACR.

In 2015 we participated in a range of events including annual favourites 
like the Annex Family Festival, Taste of Little Italy Festival, Vegetarian Food 
Festival, CNE Cat Show and the Artisan’s Gift Fair at the Tranzac Club, and 
some new events (Ryerson Veg Fest; PURR Toronto Feline Film & Arts Festival). 
Our Craft Coordinator, Catnip Toy Coordinator and their teams of crafty 
volunteers were kept busy creating handmade catnip toys, beds, T-shirts 
and many other unusual and attractive items to help raise funds.The Events 
Team also helped to organize ACR’s Annual General Meeting and Volunteer 
Social. As a member of the Toronto Feral Cat Coalition, ACR participates 
with other members in Coalition events, such as helping with a table at St. 
Lawrence Market for Feral Cat Awareness Day.  

We also hold Adopt-a-thons with partner stores on various dates throughout 
the year. These provide our calmer foster cats with more exposure to potential 

adopters (for no more than a few hours) in an environment which is closely 
monitored by our volunteers. In 2015, we were involved in ten Adopt-a-thons, 
including the Mega Adoption Event held at the CNE by the Toronto Humane 
Society. Adopt-a-thons involve a lot of work and a fair degree of unpredictability, 
as well as very close collaboration between the Events, Foster and Adoptions 
teams. However, we find them well worth doing; success is measured not 
only by the number of cats adopted at the event, but by the many follow 
up inquiries we get about the cats and about ACR.

Many thanks to our hard-working volunteers and supporters who helped 
to make all of our 2015 events productive and enjoyable!

2015 was ACR’s first year participating in the Scotiabank Toronto Waterfront 
Marathon (STWM) Charity Challenge. This allows runners/walkers to raise 
money for one of the registered charities accepted by the STWM. As a relatively 
small charity we did not know how successful we’d be, but decided to give 
it a try in response to volunteer requests. The response was overwhelming! 
We had 25 runners/walkers and raised nearly $14,000, far surpassing our 
initial goals for both participation and fundraising. Most of our team did the 

5K walk or run, but we had two hardier souls who did the half-marathon, and 
one who did the full marathon. We had some great prizes to award for fund-
raising and for costumes. Our ACR team t-shirts, cat ears and tails turned many 
a head during and after the race, and some of our team even wore cat makeup! 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to making this event such an 
incredible success! We’ll be participating once again in 2016–please 
consider joining or supporting our team.

SCOTIABANK TORONTO WATERFRONT MARATHON CHARITY CHALLENGE
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PURRRFECT GIFTS

Annex Cat Rescue’s Purrrfect Gifts program gives our supporters 
a way to commemorate holidays, birthdays, and other special 
occasions with a gift of life-saving help for cats living on the 
streets. We offer four gifts, ranging from $35 to support our 
purchase of winter shelters to keep cats warm and safe through 
bitterly cold weather, to $150 to sponsor the rescue of a formerly 
homeless cat, including spay or neuter, vaccines, flea treatment, 
microchip, and foster care until they find their forever home. 
You can also give a Gift of Time, rather than money, since 
volunteers are at the heart of our success as an organization. 
Each gift comes with the option to send the recipient an e-card 
or have Annex Cat Rescue mail a beautiful card featuring one 
of our rescued cats and their story, along with a certificate 

describing the gift. 
In 2015, Annex Cat Rescue supporters 
gave 36 Purrrfect Gifts, raising 
$1,596.74 for feral and rescued 
cats in need. The vast majority of 
these are given during the Decem-
ber holiday season, but don’t forget 
that Purrrfect Gifts are available 
year-round! Check them out at 
http://annexcatrescue.ca/purrrfect-gifts/

http://annexcatrescue.ca/purrrfect-gifts/
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165

172

156

COMMUNITY OF VOLUNTEERS

As a relatively small organization with no paid staff, Annex Cat Rescue’s greatest asset is our 300+ 

volunteers. The Board of Directors (also volunteers) would like to thank all of our volunteers for their 

ongoing hard work and dedication. Volunteers are continually needed. Please consider sharing your 

time and talents with us. Here are a few facts about our current volunteers:

VOLUNTEER APPLICATIONS 
IN 2015

IN 2014

IN 2013

TRAPPING/ 
TRANSPORTATION

COORDINATORS

OTHER

COMMUNICATIONS

37%

11%

7%

6%
4%

19%
 

16%

EVENTS/
CRAFTS

FERAL 
FEEDING

FOSTERING

BREAKDOWN OF 
VOLUNTEERS IN 
PERCENTAGES 
FOR THE 
FOLLOWING 
PROGRAMS:
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WAYS YOU CAN HELP

Here are a few of the ways that you can help Annex Cat Rescue. To become a volunteer, or learn more about these opportunities, email us at  
volunteer@annexcatrescue .ca

FOSTER HOME
Since Annex Cat Rescue does not have a shelter, we use a network of foster 
homes to nurture, socialize, provide companionship, love, respect and 
temporary shelter for our kittens and cats on their journey to finding forever 
homes. Annex Cat Rescue pays all medical expenses. Our foster parents pay 
for the food and other basic necessities, for which they can receive charitable 
donation tax receipts. Foster homes must also be comfortable with having 
potential adopters visit their cats, at a mutually convenient time.

RECOVERY HOME
Annex Cat Rescue needs recovery home volunteers for feral cats as part of 
our TNR program. The cats need to recover from their spay/neuter surgery 
in a cage in a small clean quiet secure room with a door, as the cats will need 
a calm environment for their post-surgical recovery. The commitment is no 
more than twenty to thirty minutes a day, with the length of stay usually 
between three to 10 days.

TRAP-NEUTER/SPAY-RETURN
Annex Cat Rescue needs volunteers to help in our Trap-Neuter/Spay-Return 
(TNR) program. Volunteers set traps, transport cats (in traps) to and from vets 
and recovery homes, and back to their colonies. This position is particularly 
ideal for volunteers who live in the downtown/west area of Toronto where 
our colonies are located. Our experienced volunteers provide training in 
baiting and setting traps, transporting feral cats, gaining the cooperation 
of neighbours, along with all other essentials of trapping.

FERAL FEEDING
Annex Cat Rescue often needs help to feed feral cats on several routes 
within the city. A car is not necessary for this position. If you have not helped 
with feral feeding before, please see the Feral Feeding Q&As on our website 
to see if you think this position is right for you.

COPYWRITERS
Help share the good news about Annex Cat Rescue and our work to save cats. 
Copywriters contribute stories regularly for our online blog, newsletter and for 
other communications, as they come up. There’s usually some research involved 
with each article - such as interviewing one or two people to get a first person 
account of the story before you write it up, edit, and submit it by the deadline.

TRANSPORTATION
Do you have a vehicle and a couple of hours you can spare? Annex Cat 
Rescue is always looking for volunteers with their own vehicle to help transport 
supplies to special events, collect and distribute donated food, pick up and 
drop off cats at veterinary clinics. This position does not require a set amount 
of time, but as your schedule allows. If you have a vehicle, please consider 
becoming a transportation volunteer.

STORAGE SPACE/INVENTORY
Do you have some extra storage space in your home? Annex Cat Rescue needs 
centrally located volunteers who are comfortable with regular pick-ups and 
drop-offs to store items such as cat carriers, cages and litter boxes. Maintaining 
and sharing an up-to-date inventory is an important part of this role, as well 
as occasionally coordinating the distribution of donated cat food.

mailto:volunteer%40annexcatrescue.ca?subject=
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ADOPTION FACILITATORS

SPECIAL EVENTS

Our adoption facilitators retrieve messages from potential adopters from our 
phone line or email, then conduct phone interviews to match up successful 
candidates with possible adoptees for a home visit. Typically this involves 
a weekly three to four hour commitment. We are also looking for Adoption 
Facilitators for Adopt -a- thon events. This is less of a time commitment as 
our Adopt- a- thon events usually occur only once or twice a month.

Each year Annex Cat Rescue participates in a number of special events such 
as street festivals and craft shows, in order to educate people about the 
plight of homeless cats in the Toronto area, to find homes for those who are 
adoptable, to offer our own crafts and collect donations in order to pay our 
expenses. We’re always in search of positive, friendly people to act as Annex 
Cat Rescue Ambassadors at our tables in shifts of about two or three hours. 
This is a great way to get to know fellow volunteers, helps cats by getting the 
word out about our work, and encourage new volunteers and supporters 
to join us in our efforts.

DONATION BOX MONITOR

CRAFT MAKING FOR FUNDRAISING

Annex Cat Rescue has ongoing coin boxes and catnip toy donation baskets 
in stores and vet offices around the city. A network of Annex Cat Rescue 
volunteers monitor these locations, which bring in the “bread and butter” 
income that Annex Cat Rescue needs in order to care for our cats. Depending 
on the amount of traffic, these boxes should be emptied anywhere from once 
a week to once a month. Do you, or a friend, own a store or work in retail 
outlet? Is there a veterinary clinic or pet shop in your neighbourhood? If so, 
please consider arranging to place one of our attractive catnip toy baskets 
and/or donation boxes on the counter.

Creative people are needed who would like to make crafts that Annex Cat 
Rescue can offer at the various events we attend for fundraising purposes. 
While we are always in need of crafts for cats such as knitted or crocheted 
items and catnip toys, we also like to have a variety of small crafts like jewelry, 
sewn items, note cards and handmade bath products available for those 
looking for something non-cat related. Anything you are able to provide 
will assist us in raising money for the work we do. All the money we raise 
goes to helping cats.

BE A CATVOCATE

You can make a big difference just by clicking a few buttons. “Like” the Annex Cat Rescue Facebook page and share the photos, 
videos, stories of ACR cats looking for their “fur- ever” homes. Have you opened your home to an Annex Cat Rescue cat? We 
love our kitties and love to hear how they are doing, both in their foster homes and after they are adopted. Please post photos 
and stories on our Facebook page or tag us in Instagram posts or Tweets with #annexcatrescue.

Help us educate the public about feral cats, Trap -Neuter- Return and common misconceptions about cats. Sharing articles we 
post on special themes such as National Feral Cat Day, Spay/Neuter Awareness Month and Adopt a Senior cat month goes a long 
way in raising awareness and changing minds. Chat with friends about the benefits of adopting an older or special needs kitty. 

If you’re a colony feeder, we’d also love to post photos and stories of the cats you care for. Please send them to  
communications@annexcatrescue .ca

You can also help promote our work by downloading, printing and posting our posters in your community centres, libraries 
and other local bulletin boards. Visit the “Volunteer” section of our website to get started.

Annual Highlights 2015 Annex Cat Rescue

mailto:communications%40annexcatrescue.ca?subject=
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HELP CATS IN LESS THAN FIVE MINUTES!

GIVE

BE SOCIAL!

POSTER

HELP US “MARKET” OUR CATS!

Instead of accepting gifts at your next birthday celebration, ask that donations 
be made to Annex Cat Rescue in your name. You can also arrange a payroll 
deduction using your workplace’s United Way Campaign. Some workplaces 
will even match employee giving, so be sure to ask your employer. Collect 
Air Miles for Annex Cat Rescue by putting your membership card in your 
wallet (hint: our Air Miles card is on the reverse and can be scanned at 
checkout), or by quoting our Air Miles number to merchants:  
8007 288 7808.

Chances are, there is someone in 
your life who doesn’t know about 
Annex Cat Rescue. It could be a co- 
worker, a friend, your local grocer, 
librarian or barista. Talk to them about 
helping cats! They may decide to 
volunteer, donate or know some-
one who is looking to adopt a cat.

A little time spent postering can make a big impact - a poster you put up may 
catch the eye of someone looking for a new best friend, leading to happy 
endings for both the cat that gets adopted and the homeless cat that gets 
to take its place in a safe and warm foster home. Please help us by hanging 
our posters at your local pet store, vet office, grocery store, laundromat, 
office bulletin board, library, community centre, coffee shop etc. They are 
available for download on our website 
http://annexcatrescue .ca/2010/09/posteringdistributing-brochures-2

Share Annex Cat Rescue news with your Facebook friends, especially cats 
up for adoption and upcoming adopt a thons. When we post something 
interesting or adorably cute on Facebook, take a second and share it with 
your friends! It might lead to a forever home for a cat in need. Encourage 
family, friends and colleagues to check out adoptable cats on our website: 
www .annexcatrescue .ca/adopt

Don’t forget to mention us, or link to our website or social media accounts, 
when you are talking about the ACR kitty that you are fostering or adopted. 
We love to know how Annex Cat Rescue kitties are doing in their temporary 
and permanent homes—and it helps us find more homes for other cats in 
need. Don’t forget to tag your former/current Annex Cat Rescue cat pics 
with #annexcatrescue. And ask your friends to follow us, too! 

Want to make a bigger commitment? 
We have volunteer opportunities that fit all skills and time commitments. Visit www .annexcatrescue .ca/volunteer to find a role that suits you.

 Like us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/ 
AnnexCatRescue

 Follow us on Instagram  
http://instagram.com/ 
annexcatrescue

 Tweet us on Twitter  
http://twitter.com/ 
annexcatrescue

 Check out our Pinterest Boards 
http://www.pinterest.com/ 
annexcatrescue

 Follow us on Tumblr  
http://annexcatrescue.tumblr.com

 Watch us on YouTube  
http://www.youtube.com/ 
annexcatrescue

 Add us to your Google+ circle 
https://plus.google.com/ 
107498712727024266432

 Review us on Yelp  
http://www.yelp.ca/biz/ 
annex-cat-rescue-toronto

 Connect with us on LinkedIn  
http://www.linkedin.com/company/
annex-cat-rescue

If you have 5 minutes  

(or even one minute!), you 

can help Annex Cat Rescue 

improve the lives of 

homeless cats:

http://annexcatrescue.ca/2010/09/posteringdistributing-brochures-2
http://annexcatrescue.ca/adopt/
http://annexcatrescue.ca/volunteer/
www.facebook.com/AnnexCatRescue
www.facebook.com/AnnexCatRescue
http://instagram.com/annexcatrescue
http://instagram.com/annexcatrescue
http://twitter.com/annexcatrescue
http://twitter.com/annexcatrescue
http://www.pinterest.com/annexcatrescue
http://www.pinterest.com/annexcatrescue
http://annexcatrescue.tumblr.com
http://www.youtube.com/annexcatrescue
http://www.youtube.com/annexcatrescue
https://plus.google.com/107498712727024266432
https://plus.google.com/107498712727024266432
http://www.yelp.ca/biz/annex-cat-rescue-toronto
http://www.yelp.ca/biz/annex-cat-rescue-toronto
http://www.linkedin.com/company/annex-cat-rescue
http://www.linkedin.com/company/annex-cat-rescue
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OUR FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS AND PARTNERS

In 2015, 502 generous individuals made financial donations to Annex Cat Rescue. 
Our donors supported Annex Cat Rescue in a number of ways, including: 

 Single donations 

 Monthly donations to sustain our rescue programs on an ongoing basis 

 Planned giving: donors have created a legacy of caring for cats in need by  
 making bequests to Annex Cat Rescue in their wills and naming Annex  
 Cat Rescue as a beneficiary of insurance policies and investment funds 
Annex Cat Rescue also gratefully acknowledges the countless individuals 
who donated cat food, supplies, and Canadian Tire money; collected Air 
Miles for Annex Cat Rescue, or donated through the coinboxes and catnip 
toy baskets at one of our partners or special events.

A very special thank you to our foster home and feral colony feeding 
volunteers—in addition to sharing their time and love, they also purchase 
cat food, litter, toys, and other supplies for the cats they care for, and 
generously donate these as gifts-in-kind to Annex Cat Rescue.

Annex Cat Rescue is incredibly fortunate to have such a wonderful group 
of committed donors and partners. Your generous support directly enables 
Annex Cat Rescue to care for feral cats, rescue and foster lost and abandoned 
cats and feral kittens from our city’s streets, and help community cats in urgent 

need of veterinary care. By relying on hundreds of volunteers to deliver 
Annex Cat Rescue’s programs and run the organization, and partnering with 
a network of caring veterinary supporters, every dollar donated to Annex 
Cat Rescue is leveraged to help as many cats as possible. 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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VETERINARY CLINIC PARTNERS
Banks Animal Hospital
Beaches Animal Hospital
Birch -Dan Animal Hospital
Bloorcourt Veterinary Clinic
Central Toronto Veterinary Referral Clinic
Cloverdale Veterinary Hospital
Downtown Animal Hospital
Dundas Dovercourt Veterinary Hospital
Dundas Euclid Animal Hospital
Guildwood Village AC
Houghton House Calls
Martin Veterinary Hospital
Mobile Veterinary Services
Queen West Animal Hospital
Roncesvalles Animal Hospital
Roncy Village Veterinary Clinic
Rosedale-Moore Park Veterinary Clinic
Sherbourne Animal Hospital
Veterinary Emergency Clinic (VEC) South
Wellesley Animal Hospital
Westway Animal Clinic
Yonge Davenport Pet Hospital
Yorkville Animal Hospital



29Annual Highlights 2015 Annex Cat Rescue

PET STORE AND BUSINESS SUPPORTERS
Banks Animal Hospital

Bark and Meow Pet Supplies

Bathurst-Dupont Animal Hospital

Bay Cat Hospital

Bayview Village Animal Hospital

Boffo Solutions

Camp Canada

Cat Sitter Classic

Chosen Vintage

 

Dinosaur Skate Posse Productions Inc.

Distinct Hair Design

eBay Inc.

El Pipil

Fenix Parts Canada Inc.

Front Street Animal Hospital

Global Pet Foods (Annex)

Global Pet Foods (Beaches)

Global Pet Foods (Bloor West)

Global Pet Foods (Eglinton)

Global Pet Foods (Jarvis)

Global Pet Foods (Yonge Street)

Helmutt’s Pet Supply

House of Cat Co.

Hyatt Family Foundation

Intriciti

Ivanhoe Cambridge Inc.

Karma Co-op

Kato Animal Hospital

make

Menagerie Pet Shop

Motion Clothing Company

Natasha Design

North East Newmarket Vet Services

Orchid Graphics

Parade 1280908 Ontario Inc.

Pet Mama

Pet Uno

Pet Valu (College)

Pet Valu (Queensway & Park Lawn)

Pet Valu (Richview Square)

PetSmart Charities of Canada

PetSmart Stockyards

PURR Toronto Feline Film & Arts Festival

Queen West Animal Hospital

Raymond James Canada Foundation

Real Estate by Bike (Arty Basinski)

Realosophy Realty

Rocket 5 Studios Inc.

Rosedale Animal Hospital

Salesforce Foundation

Sesler & Company

Standard Auto Wreckers

Uber Canada Inc.

Wiener’s Home Hardware

www.healthandswellness.com

Yonge Street Animal Hospital
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Joanna Reading

Rosina Ramirez

Navjit Gill

Danielle Benton

Jacqueline Chan

Kim Hughes

Sky Lamothe

CHAIR VICE CHAIR

MEMBER AT LARGE
MEMBER AT LARGE

MEMBER AT LARGE

TREASURER SECRETARY
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2015 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

REVENUES

OPERATING EXPENSES

YEAR ENDED YEAR ENDED
December 31, 2015

December 31, 2014

Adoption Fees
Donations

Donations - bequests
Events

Interest
Membership Dues

Coin Boxes
Other Income

Accounting Expense
Advertising Expense

Bank Charges
Charitable Transfer

Fundraising Expense
Miscellaneous

Outreach Expense
Supplies

Administration
Transportation Expense

Veterinary Services

REVENUE TOTAL

EXPENSE TOTAL

Surplus (Deficit) for the period

Opening Surplus (Deficit)

Ending Surplus (Deficit)

23,170
114,373
23,054
7,129
1,446
240

7,890
0

112
364
29

1,150
5,921
3,827
873

24,354
971
315

123,377

177,302

161,293

16,009

159,858

175,867

23,170
114,373
23,054
7,129
1,446
240

7,890
0

112
290

1
200

6,659
4,237

-
20,505

939
780

97,598

133,024

131,321

1,703

158,155

159,858


