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About Annex Cat Rescue

Our Goals
The plight of homeless cats in the Greater Toronto Area is a growing one in search 

of a compassionate solution. The Annex Cat Rescue is a 100% volunteer charity 

which deals with this sad problem in the following fi ve ways:

1. Humanely trapping homeless kittens and abandoned or stray adult cats for 

placement in our foster and adoption program;

2. Feeding and providing medical care for feral cats in designated colonies;

3. Curbing population growth in those colonies through trapping, spaying/

neutering, and vaccinating; 

4. Educating the public on the compassionate treatment of homeless cats and 

responsible pet ownership;

5. Improving urban environments through community cooperation.
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Our Programs
Currently, there are approximately 200 volunteers working with ACR in a wide 

variety of roles. These volunteers include foster homes, adoption screeners, colony 

caretakers, feral-cat trappers, TNR recover homes, photographers, event volunteers, 

fundraisers, craft-makers, drivers, administrators and more. Each volunteer is crucial 

to ACR’s success. 

“Feral” cats are the free-roaming, wild offspring of domestic cats that have been 

abandoned or lost. Feral cats may have been wild for several generations and 

they tend to live in colonies throughout the city in back alleys, parks, garages or 

wherever they can fi nd shelter and food. The ACR believes that 

all cats deserve humane and compassionate care. Our 

feral colony care teams, including feeders and trappers, 

provide care to the feral cat colonies – feeding them, 

trapping them and arranging spaying and neutering. 

These volunteers also monitor colonies and arrange 

veterinary care for any injured or ill cats. The ACR 

has a strict no-kill policy and only euthanizes cats 

on purely compassionate grounds. In early 2011, 

the ACR implemented a highly successful Mass Trap 

Project, which resulted in over 50 cats being trapped 

and vetted in a matter of months! 

ACR does not operate a shelter. Instead, all our cats are provided homes within 

our network of volunteer foster homes. This process prevents the 

behavioural programs that develop when cats are caged for long 

periods of time. Our foster home strategy also prevents the spread 

of infectious diseases. While in the foster home environment, 

cats’ temperaments are analyzed to ensure that cats are adopted 

into the most suitable forever homes. Through home visits, 

prospective adopters can interact directly with our cats in a 

setting similar to their own homes. This foster care strategy is how 

ACR is truly “Cat Adoption with a Difference.” In the fourteen years 

since our founding, ACR has placed over 2300 cats and kittens 

in screened, permanent, loving homes! 

ACR believes 

that all cats 

deserve 

humane and 

compassionate 

care.
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Since a female cat can have two or three litters each year, she can exponentially 

produce thousands of offspring in a short time. Many of these kittens will perish 

through starvation, freezing, and attacks by humans and predators. The ACR 

intervenes in this tragic cycle of suffering through our Trap-Neuter/Spay-Return 

(TNR) program. Thanks to our great volunteers and donors, ACR manages many 

colonies across the city of Toronto. The ACR is also a member of the Toronto Feral 

Cat Coalition, a group working towards developing free feral TNR clinics at Toronto 

Animal Services and the Toronto Humane Society.

ACR’s funds are raised by our volunteers through donations, grants, 

adoption fees,  membership fees, events, and craft sales.  Our foster 

homes generously cover the food, litter and toy expenses for the 

cats that are in their care. Our volunteer Colony Caretakers pay 

for the majority of the food they provide to the ACR-managed 

feral cat colonies. Occasionally, ACR gratefully receives 

donations of cat food and other items from local clinics, 

retail stores and pet food companies. This food is disbursed 

throughout the feral feeding program and foster homes.The 

generosity of our volunteers and local businesses enable us 

to continue to provide compassionate care for feral cats across 

Toronto. Thank you!!

Our History

The Annex Cat Rescue was founded in 1997 when several residents of ‘The Annex’ 

neighbourhood, located in downtown Toronto, joined together to care for a local 

feral cat colony. Over the years, ACR’s service area, both for cats and volunteers, has 

spread to extend across the city and throughout the greater Toronto area.

In 1999, Canada Revenue Agency granted ACR charity status (charity registration 

#871653945 RR 0001). A Board of Directors was chosen and a philosophy was 

formalized through our constitution, by-laws and guidelines. ACR has an offi cial 

Owner’s Foster Agreement which assists people in fi nding new homes for their pets. 

We also have a Bequest Fund for people who are interested in bequeathing 

money and/or their cats into ACR’s care. This fund allows ACR to setup an 

endowment fund, allowing your pets to be cared for, and provides ACR 

with much-needed fi nancial stability to sustain our work for generations to come. 
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Our Future

As we complete our 14th year, ACR will continue to provide compassionate 

cat rescue work in Toronto, with fundraising as a key priority. We have the 

dedication of a network of volunteers, now we just need the funds to make 

our plans a reality!

ACR Board of Directors
July 2010 – June 2011

Chair Gayle Gossen 2nd year of 1st term

Vice-Chair Sara Slater 1st year of 2nd term

Treasurer Heather Brown 1st year of 1st term

Secretary Karen Wigg 1st year of 1st term

Member at Large Yvonne Elsdon 1st year of 1st term

Member at Large Shannon Falconer 1st year of 2nd term



7pg

ACR Annual Highlights 2010

Highlights from 2010

Volunteers
The ACR Board of Directors would like to extend sincere gratitude to our many 

amazing volunteers. ACR volunteers are dedicated, passionate, smart and hard-

working, and we are lucky to have you! Without you, we would not be able to care 

for the hundreds of cats and kittens within our care, nor raise the much-needed 

funding to support our work. Thank you, thank you, thank you!!

As ACR continues and expands our work, volunteers are continuously needed. 

Consider the positions described below.

Trap-Neuter-Return Recovery Homes
Do you have a small quiet room in which a feral cat could 

recover post-surgery? If so, then consider becoming 

a TNR Recovery Home! The average length of a TNR 

cat’s stay in your home is between 3 to 7 days. A 

commitment of only 30 minutes per day is required for 

feeding, water and litter box. TNR Recovery Homes are 

a crucial component of our Trap-Neuter-Return program. 

Trapping Volunteers
Are you interested in participating in our TNR Program? Consider being an ACR 

Trapping Volunteer! Trapping is a unique experience where you learn to bait and 

set traps, transport feral cats, and gain cooperation of neighbours. No experience 

necessary! Training is provided by highly experienced ACR volunteers. This position 

requires a vehicle.

Transportation Volunteers
Do you have a vehicle? Could you spare a couple hours every-so-often? 

If you answered yes to both those questions, then being an ACR 

Transportation Volunteer is a great position for you!  We are always 

looking for volunteers who can help transport supplies to special events, 

collect and distribute donated items, and/or pick-up and drop-off cats. 
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Foster Care Homes
Have you always thought about fostering cats or kittens? Well 

now if your chance! ACR is in desperate need for more foster 

homes. Fostering is a tremendously heartwarming and 

satisfying experience. Minimal experience is required. 

Feral Colony Caretakers
We currently have openings available on our long-term 

feral feeding routes. Feral Colony Caretaking is conducted 

regularly for established cat colonies along our feeding routes. 

A car is not necessary for this position. Feral Colony Caretaking 

provides a rewarding experience of being out in the community, supporting 

the welfare of feral cats.  No experience is required!

Special Events Volunteers
Every year, ACR participates in a number of special events, such as street 

festivals and craft shows within the Toronto area. These events provide 

us with opportunities to educate people about the plight of homeless 

cats in Toronto, fi nd homes for our rescued cats,  collect donations, and 

sell handmade crafts. We are always in search of positive, friendly people to staff 

our tables at these events. Shifts are typically about 2 hours in length, and provide 

volunteers with great opportunities to learn more about ACR and meet with the 

public. 

To become a volunteer, or learn more about these opportunities, 

email volunteer@annexcatrescue.ca
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Adoption Statistics

Year
Total # 

Adopted
Total # 

Returned

# Adopted 
by Foster 

Home

# Adopted 
by Other

# Adopted 
Alone

# Adopted 
in Pairs 

(Multiples)

2010 106 5 9 97 85 21

2009 84 3 6 78 50 34

2008 129 4 13 116 74 55

2007 152 4 16 136 75 77

2006 168 0 18 150 104 64

2005 160 1 22 138 96 64

The majority of ACR foster cats are healthy, rambunctious, affectionate souls, who 

only require a couple of weeks or months of foster care to polish their indoor 

manners and receive their immunizations before their debut on our website.

In the rare occurrence that an adoption doesn’t work out, the cats return to ACR’s 

care. We take great care to ensure that our cats have positive outcomes. 

Once an ACR cat, always an ACR cat!
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Feral Colony Feeding and TNR
ACR continues to grow our network of Feral Colony Caretakers. These volunteers 

regularly feed and monitor eight cat colonies across the city of Toronto. The 

Colony Caretaker teams care for the cats and identify any health problems and 

arrange veterinary appointments when necessary. The ACR Feral Colony Caretakers 

are dedicated individuals who routinely provide food for the cats in their care. 

Occasionally ACR will receive cat food donations for distribution among 

the colonies. Consider donating cat food to our feral cat colonies!

Through our TNR approach, our volunteers have stabilized 

the number of feral cats in most of the ACR-managed 

colonies. However, new cats continue to appear. Some of 

these newcomers are young kittens, recently born to feral 

mothers; others are mature feral cats who have discovered 

our feeding stations; also appearing are semi-feral cats, 

perhaps kept as mousers who have escaped from local 

shops; domestic cats, perhaps lost or abandoned, are 

sometimes in attendance as well. All of these new arrivals 

fi nd comfort and relief at ACR feeding stations, some only 

briefl y while awaiting placement in foster care, and others 

for a lifetime. This past year, ACR Caretakers distributed 

more than 3,000 kg of dry cat food to more than 50 needy 

cats, caring for the cats every day despite heavy snowfall, 

torrential rain, violent thunderstorms, oppressive smog and 

unbearable heat. 

ACR has been managing feral colonies for over 10 years.  The average life span of a 

feral cat in an unmanaged colony is 2 years. We have cats in our colonies that are 15 

years and older, and this is because of the daily care that our volunteers provide!

A standing ovation to all our Feral Colony Caretakers for your dedication and 

commitment!
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Feral Colony Spotlights
Bathurst-College

The Bathurst-College colony seems to be smaller this 

year. There are currently fi ve cats who appear on a 

regular basis. Following some intensive grooming 

that left her without winter fur, one colony 

favourite, Black Fluffy, is now back outdoors with 

her friends.  Thanks to volunteer Sheila Green, 

Black Fluffy had lots of time to grow her lovely coat 

and get better nourished before returning to her 

home.  It was hoped she could become comfortable 

with people, but it soon became apparent that she was not 

happy indoors, so she was returned to the colony - and 

she seems quite content to be back! 

 

The other cats in the colony are Grey Fluffy (Black Fluffy’s sister), 

the sophisticated Duchess, friendly Lily-Belle, and Brown Tabby.  

The endearing Sweetie has not been seen by Feral Colony 

Caretakers for several months, but as a very sociable and 

delightful cat, we are hoping that a kind neighbour has taken 

her in. No new regulars have appeared lately and all of the 

existing cats in the colony have been TNR’d. 

A round of applause to the Bathurst-College Feral Colony Caretakers for 

another year  of exceptional work! 
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Bickford-Christie

Several new cats have been discovered throughout the Bickford-Christie colony this 

year, and the ACR volunteers have established good relationships 

with neighbours who have been feeding the new cats. 

Unfortunately, none of them had been spayed or 

neutered, so the ACR Feral Colony Caretakers have been 

very active along the route, trapping new kittens and 

spaying/neutering many, many cats! 

All the females along the Ossington/Christie route 

have now been spayed, and there are only a couple 

remaining males who still need to be neutered. Five 

tame adult cats along the Christie/Bloor route were 

brought indoors and are thriving in their foster homes. Ozzy, 

one of the males in this colony, had a serious foot injury in the 

winter and was treated at the vet and kept inside for a couple 

of weeks. After he healed, he was released back outdoors. 

He has put on weight and seems quite content in his 

familiar neighbourhood! 

We can always use more Colony Caretaker 

volunteers to help us look after this growing 

colony.  Contact us, if you would like to 

learn more!  

Three cheers for the dedicated Bickford-Christie Feral 

Colony Caretakers! Hip-hip-hurray! 
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Chinatown

The Chinatown Feral Colony Caretakers continued their great teamwork this year 

as we welcomed several new members to the team and expressed our gratitude 

to several longstanding caretakers who retired from the route. As the years 

pass, the volunteers fi nd themselves saying their goodbyes to the cats too. This 

year we lost Guernsey, so called for her dappled markings. As one of the most 

fi ercely independent of the Chinatown ferals, Guernsey endeared herself to the 

ACR caretakers by often rolling and hissing all at the same time. In her fi nal days 

Guernsey kept her composure, betraying no signs of illness but simply slipping 

away when her time came. She continues to be sorely missed by her half-

sister and longtime companion, Orange Girl. We mourn Guernsey’s 

passing and remember her fondly, but we also celebrate her 

relatively long, rich life. Like her, many of the Chinatown cats are 

living into the double digits, with Felicity, the eldest, still thriving 

at the age of 15 -  far beyond the average feral life expectancy of 

2 to 5 years.

Felicity, another Chinatown feral, is a long-haired brown tabby. 

She has always had an aura of mystery about her, choosing, for much 

of her life, to live apart from her mother and litter mates. In recent years though, 

Felicity has been the steadfast companion of China, another long-haired female. 

This October, China’s plaintive cries alerted the caretakers to a 

troubling discovery: Felicity had vanished. As the days turned 

into weeks, and the weeks into months, we all thought 

that Felicity must be dead. For two months Felicity was 

missing, and China remained a solitary, forlorn fi gure at 

the feeding station. Until a Tuesday-night caretaker sent 

out an email with the subject line “Felicity is alive!”. 

As abruptly as Felicity had disappeared, she re-entered 

our lives, strutting down the alley, her ratty tail the only 

evidence of her misadventures. Where she went and how 

she survived we can only wonder. What we know for certain is 

that she and China, along with the rest of the Chinatown ferals, are 

looking forward to a long, leisurely summer. 

We extend our sincere thanks to all of the Chinatown Colony Caretakers for their 

sterling work in 2010!
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Chester

The Chester Colony cats remain all accounted for, well-fed, 

healthy, happy, and thriving. Thanks to the dedication of our 

volunteers, all the cats have been TNR’d and we celebrated 

another year without any new kittens being born! 

Great work Chester Colony Volunteers! 

Thank you for your dedication!

Distillery District 

The Distillery District colony was discovered approximately 

four years ago thanks to some very concerned Regent 

Park students on a fi eld trip. During the past three years, 

the colony has steadily decreased due to successful 

socialization and subsequent adoption of many of the 

colony cats, including Baxter, Jackie-O, Shami and Luca 

(formerly Oreo).  

Distillery Colony Coordinators, Jennie Payne and 

Vanessa Bonomo, ensure sure that the two remaining 

cats, Sophie and Salvador, are fed daily. Sophie is a 

fairly tame and gentle girl who loves to talk to her feeders. 

Salvador is a relative newcomer to the colony and has yet to be trapped for 

TNR, but he and Sophie are already strongly bonded.  

Though their current shelter in an abandoned building sometimes used 

for movie shoots is dry and safe, the area around the Distillery is rapidly 

developing due to the upcoming Pan-American games to be held in Toronto. This 

means it is only a matter of time before the abandoned building is developed as 

well.  Following the successful TNR of Salvador, both Salvador and Sophie will be 

considered for the ACR foster program. 

Congratulations Distillery Colony Caretakers on your success with the colony! 

Keep up the great work!
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Kensington

The year spanning mid-2010 to mid-2011 started with some sadness as a volunteer 

favourite, Rumble, was hit by a car. We were grateful when her buddy, Rory was 

adopted by one of our caretakers. Rory was particularly lonely 

without Rumble’s company out on the streets.

Thankfully, it is becoming uncommon to discover kittens on 

the Kensington route. However last December, one of our 

intrepid volunteers spotted little Jefferson and his mom, 

Hermione, huddled under a car. Jefferson was picked up 

immediately and Hermione soon after. It was discovered that 

Jefferson was blind, and so the wheels were set in motion for 

him to have the proper – and rather costly - care. Jefferson and 

his mom Hermione have now both been adopted are and doing 

well in their Forever Homes! 

The biggest challenges in Kensington are at the areas south of 

Dundas, though even in those locations much progress has been 

made in spaying/neutering – thanks to the 

excellent work of ACR Trappers! Upwards 

of a dozen cats from the Atkinson Co-op 

have been TNR’ed, for example, and thanks 

to the generosity of the Sisters at the St. Felix Centre 

in allowing us on their property, many more cats can 

be added to that number! A couple of the calm cats 

have been adopted, including a friendly, orange tabby 

Jasper, who was another favourite among the Colony 

Caretaker Volunteers. 

Volunteers are welcome and needed in Kensington, for both 

feeding and trapping, as a couple of our long-time Caretakers have 

moved away from the Toronto area.  It’s a rewarding experience - not to mention a 

good cardio work-out! 

Kudos to all the Kensington Colony Volunteers for your stellar work this year! 
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McRoberts

The McRoberts colony has been managed since the winter of 2009. It all began 

when Joanne, a local resident, started feeding a pregnant feral in her backyard. 

Joanne lured the cat into her garage where the kittens were born. All kittens were 

found homes, and the mom (named Shady, for her sneaky disposition) has since 

become socialized and lives with her playmate from a local ravine. 

Joanne noticed that there were other cats roaming 

the laneway and began to ask questions around 

her neighbourhood. She soon determined that 

there were a multitude of cats that lived around 

the dumpster that were fed regularly by two 

sympathetic shop-keepers.She approached several 

organizations for support to manage this situation 

and to her amazement Annex Cat Rescue was 

pleased to help out! 

Most of the colony is managed by Joanne, who handles the 

trapping, recovery, driving and socialization of the kittens. With 

donations from students, colleagues and friends, Joanne has the materials needed 

for TNR recovery and maintenance of the colony’s winter houses. 

Since 2009 approximately 30 cats have been spayed/neutered at this site and over 

40 kittens have been fostered and adopted! It is suspected that this location is being 

used as a drop-off spot for unwanted cats, since new cats continue to appear. There 

is much work still to be done, but so much of a difference has already been made! 

Thank you Joanne for your tireless work and compassionate care for this colony!
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South Riverdale

The South Riverdale colony is progressing quite nicely, and 

by progressing, we mean expanding! Almost all of the 

colony has been TNR’d, but unfortunately, there have 

been a couple set-backs. 

All of the males had been TNR’d, leaving only three 

females who still needed to be trapped. This was 

promising, but then the male void resulted in three very 

scruffy toms moving into the hood part-time to take up 

the task of expanding the colony! 

As a result, a new litter has been born, and the group quickly spread 

themselves throughout the area - taking advantage of small cat-friendly streets such 

as Allen Avenue. The kittens have proven to be fairly diffi cult to trap, however Feral 

Colony Caretakers have identifi ed four kittens and three toms. The goal is to 

have them all trapped and spayed/neutered right away.

Great gusto South Riverdale Feral Colony Caretakers! Thank you for 

your persistence and zeal! 
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Fundraising and Special Events

ACR’s Special Event volunteers continued to provide strong representation at 

regional events this year. Events included opportunities to promote ACR, raise 

funds, educate the public on feral cat colonies and the TNR program, sell handmade 

items, recruit volunteers, and promote the adoption of ACR cats. These events 

require a tremendous amount of planning and coordination, and many very 

reliable volunteers. Many thanks to the wonderful volunteers who contributed to 

these events! And a special thanks to our very special Special Events Coordinator, 

Rhiannon Ryder!

Here is a list of some of the key events attended by ACR Volunteers this year:

• Karma Co-Op Kool Aid Stand (with Laura Coramai and her daughter)

• Veggie Food Fair  

• Pawsway Cats Only Event

• St Lawrence Market  

• Pawsway Petcentric Garage Sale 

• Tranzac Gift Show (4 weekends)

• Pet Fun Fest and Adoptathon 

• Pawsway Cat Rescue Event 

• Pawsway Volunteer Recruitment

• Compassion Marketplace 

The ACR launched our new website this year! The new site features a streamlined 

design, improved navigation, and a new database to improve the display of 

information about cats available for adoption. Visit http://annexcatrescue.ca today 

and check out what’s new! The site includes success stories, newsletters, 

upcoming events, donation opportunities, cat care tips and more! 

A special thanks to Gayle Gossen for her  hard work in getting this 

site up and running! Thanks also to Shanley Weston and 

Raven H. Sun for superb website administration! 

The ACR Website
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Stories

Gramps

In our 2009 Annual Highlights we 

featured a story about Gramps, a senior 

cat that had been living outdoors for 

at least 8 years.  At the time ACR 

volunteers rescued Gramps, 

he was very, very ill.  He 

had an open neck 

wound, his thick fur 

was so badly matted 

it caused large sores 

all over his body; 

his remaining teeth 

were rotten; he had 

parasites; he had lost 

parts of his ears and 

nose to frostbite, and was 

completely deaf. Gramps was 

also anaemic, tested positive for FIV, 

and was in kidney failure.  Had ACR not 

rescued him, there is no question that 

Gramps would not have survived the 

winter and would have suffered and 

died alone outdoors.

But ACR did rescue him, and with 

multiple surgeries, antibiotics, steroids, 

fl uids and painkillers, he improved 

daily.  After nearly a month-long stay in 

the hospital, Gramps was fi nally ready 

to go to his awaiting foster home.

Gramps touched his foster mom’s heart 

like no other cat.  After the horrors 

of living on the streets for nearly a 

decade, Gramps was surprisingly quick 

to trust.  He could not get enough love, 

and stayed glued to his foster mom’s 

side.  As much as he loved to receive 

affection, the devotion he showed 

toward his foster mom far outweighed 

his own needs.  He intuitively knew 

how she was feeling and provided a 

constant source of comfort after a hard 

day.  Their bond was so great they 

even developed their own version of 

sign language to communicate!  His 

favourite spot was in a warm lap, and 

he would nudge your nose with his to 

let you know he loved you.

Sadly only nine months after fi nally 

fi nding a home of his own, Gramps 

lost his battle against kidney failure.  

Gramps was an exceptional cat and will 

always remain etched in the hearts of 

those who knew him.
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Jefferson

A tiny life is fi ghting for survival. He 

is a kitten, a feral kitten, and his odds 

to living to adulthood are not good. 

Outdoors, he can starve, freeze to 

death, or be killed by a car or another 

animal. And on top of that, this kitty 

has a disability, one that makes him 

unable to hunt or defend himself. For 

you see, this kitten is blind.

His name is Jefferson and he is a short-

haired grey tabby with white paws, face 

and tummy. A white patch around his 

neck makes him appear to be wearing 

a collar.

Jefferson suffers from ulcers on his 

eyes and has very limited vision.  This 

tiny fi ghter has a chance 

that his body will heal. 

These are slim odds 

though, and little 

Jefferson will 

most likely 

need a surgery 

to correct 

his vision 

problems. 

Jefferson has a second chance. He was 

found on one of the Annex Cat Rescue 

feral feeding routes, and was caught by 

one of the trappers. It was just in time 

too, because Jefferson’s 

eyes were in bad 

shape. But it 

wasn’t until his 

vet appointment 

that the true 

extent of the 

damage was 

revealed.

Jefferson has received his eye surgery 

and is now enjoying full vision! He has 

also been adopted into a Forever Home 

and is doing extraordinarily  well with 

his new family! 

Currently, ACR has nearly 50 adoptable 

cats and kittens who are waiting 

for their forever homes. Like little 

Jefferson, these fortunate kitties have 

been spared a tough existence on the 

cruel streets of Toronto. Now they are 

seeking a safe forever home. If you are 

unable to take a cat into your home, 

please donate to ACR to ensure that 

these cats are able to get proper food 

and medical attention. 
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Lucy: The Smallest 

who was The Tallest

To those involved in cat rescue, the 

beginning of Lucy’s story is a familiar 

one: born in a laneway in Toronto’s 

east end to a feral mother and taken 

in by the Annex Cat Rescue with her 

siblings for socialization and treatment 

of the usual alley-cat ailments (eye 

infections, ear mites, worms and other 

parasites). Indeed, Lucy could have 

just as easily been just another one of 

the bunch, cared for in a foster home 

until she was adopted into a forever 

home. With fi ve brothers and sisters, 

she could have just as easily been just 

another kitten in the crowd. 

Yet Lucy was determined not to be 

just another whiskered face bounding 

about at her foster parents’ feet. 

Oh no, little Lucy always made her 

presence known. Lucy was the runt 

of her litter of six, but for what she 

lacked in size, Lucy made up for in 

cleverness and attitude. Upon entering 

the spare bedroom where Lucy lived 

in her foster home with her two sisters 

and three brothers, visitors were 

inevitably bombarded by a 

crew of mewing 

kittens. Lucy’s 

sisters and 

brothers 

would 

bound 

excitedly at their feet, 

wrapping themselves 

around ankles while 

looking up hopefully 

for pets and cuddles. 

Lucy, however, really 

knew how to get your 

attention. Very early on, 

she learned that to stand out 

from the crowd, she would have 

to be taller than the crowd! She started 

by scaling bookshelves and chairs, but 

clever little Lucy quickly discovered 

that to be really tall, she would need to 

climb people – and climb people she 

did! Up your leg, then your side,

 latching onto your shirt sleeve and 

ascending higher before reaching 

your shoulder and resting comfortably 

there. A tiny fuzzy face nuzzling your 

cheek with affection.  Lucy’s favourite 

spot was there atop your shoulder: 

the smallest kitten who was the tallest 

kitten.

With tender loving care in their foster 

home, Lucy’s fi ve littermates gained 

strength, grew big and healthy, and 

were all adopted into forever homes. 

Although she was always the smallest, 

at her twelve week vet appointment, 

it was noted that Lucy was struggling 

to thrive, and at four months old, her 

concerned foster parents brought her 

back to the vet. Lucy didn’t appear to 

be sick - indeed, at that point, she still 

bounded about playfully, ate canned 

food enthusiastically and climbed 



22pg

ACR Annual Highlights 2010

anything and anyone for the thrill of 

being the tallest. It was just that little 

Lucy was not growing. At four-months-

old, she was the size of an average 

10-week-old kitten. Devastatingly, the 

test results confi rmed that despite her 

apparent health, Lucy was actually 

quite ill. In January 2011, she was 

diagnosed with Feline Infectious 

Peritonitis (FIP), a fatal incurable 

disease. The vet speculated that Lucy 

would have a few days, or perhaps a 

few months, but not more.

The Foster Coordinator and Lucy’s 

foster parents agreed that Lucy would 

remain with ACR for as long as she was 

comfortable, and so Lucy returned to 

her foster home as a palliative care 

foster cat, where she spent the next few 

weeks being doted on and loved. Lucy 

enjoyed new toys, canned food each 

day, and lots of pets and cuddles. Sadly, 

when Lucy’s health began to decline, 

she became quite ill quite rapidly. First 

she stopped playing with her toys, 

then she stopped eating her food and 

treats, then she stopped seeking out 

pets and cuddles. Nevertheless, right 

until the very end, Lucy’s tiny purr 

never wavered.  Her foster parents 

would take turns sitting on the fl oor in 

Lucy’s room holding this unbelievably 

small, frighteningly frail kitten 

in the palms of their hands, 

holding her close. Feeling 

the warmth of your body 

and your hands gently 

cradling her, Lucy would 

close her eyes and purr.

On the morning that Lucy passed 

away, for the fi rst time in weeks, she 

emerged from her cat bed, and greeted 

her foster parents at her bedroom 

door.  Then, with what must have been 

all of the strength that this tiny fi ve-

month-old kitten could muster, Lucy 

climbed up a leg, then a side, latched 

onto a shirt sleeve and, like she’d 

always done, ascended higher to reach 

her foster mother’s shoulder. A loving 

hand placed atop her back gently held 

the weak kitten there, in her favourite 

spot, as they looked out the window 

together, the smallest kitten who was 

the tallest kitten, one last time.

While Lucy’s death was tragic, Lucy’s 

life is a testament to the unwavering 

dedication of the ACR’s team of 

volunteers and to the continued 

support of ACR’s generous donors. 

This support allows ACR to take in 

and care for kittens and cats like Lucy, 

providing them with the best quality 

of life possible, even when their lives 

are far too short. The ACR’s continued 

commitment to its foster cats can 

sometimes be a heart-wrenching 

labour of love, but it is fosters like Lucy 

who remind us of exactly how vitally 

important cat rescue is –- to the city, 

to the feral colonies, to the hundreds 

of cats and kittens who are matched 

with forever families, to our amazing 

adopters, and especially to all of the 

kittens, like Lucy, who, although just 

one of the many rescued by the ACR 

each year, was loved and will always 

be remembered.
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Sparrow: Fly Away 

Home

Sparrow was just a one year old 

cat herself when a good Samaritan 

noticed her, having suddenly appeared 

wandering the streets of a residential 

neighbourhood north of the city 

in the early winter months. 

All attempts to track down 

her former home were 

unsuccessful. Lost or 

abandoned, Sparrow was 

cold, hungry and desperate 

for rescue. The good 

Samaritan took her in.

Indoors, it quickly became apparent 

that this kitten would soon have kittens 

of her own. Sparrow was transferred 

into the care of the Annex Cat Rescue 

and a mere 48 hours later, she gave 

birth to fi ve healthy baby “birdies” in 

a foster home. With striking features 

herself, it was no surprise that 

Sparrow’s kittens were also gorgeous. 

Lark was a dilute tabby-calico like her 

mom, Oriole a darker tabby-calico 

with bold markings, and Owl was a 

tabby with subtle orange markings 

throughout her fur. 

Meanwhile, Robin 

was a stunning 

gray tabby with 

unusually 

prominent 

charcoal 

stripes, and Jay, the only boy of the 

bunch, was all bright orange medium-

haired fl uff. “The Birdie Kittens” fl ew 

their way onto the ACR website on 

Easter Sunday and within twenty-

four hours had multiple referrals. All 

were adopted within two days of their 

eight-week birthday into loving forever 

homes – including one adoption by an 

enthusiastic family who took in three 

of kittens! The remaining two were 

adopted as a pair. A perfect scenario!

Meanwhile, Sparrow, who prefers to be 

the centre of attention, was particularly 

happy to fi nd herself once again with 

an empty nest. Really still a kitten her-

self, Sparrow has a playful energy and a 

particular fondness 

for catnip toys, 

which she 

pounces 

after 

and 

tosses 

into the 

air with 

kitten-ish 

delight. 

Ever the 

little bird, Sparrow 

“chirps” at her human companions as 

though she’s chatting with them. Now 

spayed and ready to spread her wings 

and fl y on to bigger and better things, 

Sparrow is available for adoption and 

looks forward to fi nding a family and a 

forever home of her own.
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Moose: A Feral Cat 

Remembered

Moose was a loner among 

felines but a friend to 

the Chinatown Feral 

Colony Caretakers. 

A black and white 

cat with a round 

white muzzle, 

black chin, and lilac 

nose, he often came 

trotting down the alley 

when called. So much did Moose crave 

human kindness that we enrolled him 

on a trial basis in the ACR foster care 

program—a rarity for a feral cat. But 

if Moose was three parts domestic, 

he was one part feral. Even with the 

best of foster care, he preferred life 

on the streets to a more pampered 

existence indoors. Watching Moose 

cower under a bed persuaded his foster 

caregiver that he should be returned 

to the outdoors. Once back 

into his favourite alley, 

Moose resumed his 

routines as neutered 

tom about town, 

enjoying several 

years of freedom 

before his weight 

began to drop 

late in 2010. Soon 

the feeders were 

detecting snorts 

and sputters instead of 

ecstatic purrs. 

Trapping Moose early in the New 

Year proved diffi cult because of 

relentless snowstorms and Moose’s 

dwindling appearances at the feeding 

station. After several attempts, ACR 

volunteers caught Moose and got him 

to a vet, where he was diagnosed with 

pneumonia and prescribed antibiotics. 

Moose found himself in human care 

once again, this time with an old friend 

among the feeders. His purr returned 

as he spent several days nestled in his 

caregiver’s arms, but Moose was still 

struggling for breath. A return trip 

to the vet yielded a more alarming 

diagnosis: FIP. Feline Infectious 

Peritonitis causes the chest cavity and 

abdomen to fi ll with fl uid and is both 

fatal and untreatable. 

Tragically, 

euthanasia 

was the 

compassionate 

choice for 

Moose. He 

ended his life 

in the company 

of humans, as he 

perhaps began it—a 

cat that was once someone’s 

kitten and later grew into everyone’s 

friend. 

We extend special gratitude to the 

legion of feeders, trappers, and foster 

caregivers who supported Moose over 

the years.
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