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About

Annex Cat Recsue

Our Goals
The plight of homeless cats in the Greater Toronto Area is a growing one in
search of a compassionate solution. The Annex Cat Rescue is a 100% volunteer
charity which deals with this sad problem in the following five ways:
1. Humanely trapping homeless kittens and abandoned or stray adult cats for
placement in our foster and adoption program
2. Feeding and providing medical care for feral cats in designated colonies
3. Curbing population growth in those colonies through trapping, spaying/
neutering, and vaccinating
4. Educating the public on the compassionate treatment of homeless cats and
responsible pet ownership
5. Improving urban environments through community cooperation
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Our Programs
Currently, there are approximately 200 volunteers
working with ACR in a wide variety of roles.
These volunteers include foster homes, adoption
screeners, colony caretakers, feral cat trappers,
TNR recovery homes, photographers, event
volunteers, fundraisers, craftmakers, drivers,
administrators and more. Each volunteer is crucial
to ACR’s success.

Feral Colony Care

“Feral” cats are the free-roaming, wild offspring
of domestic cats that have been abandoned or
lost. Feral cats may have been wild for several
generations and they tend to live in colonies
throughout the city in back alleys, parks, garages
or wherever they can find shelter and food.
ACR believes that all cats deserve humane and
compassionate care. Our feral colony care teams,
including feeders and trappers, provide care to
the feral cat colonies - feeding them, trapping
them and arranging spaying/neutering. These
volunteers also monitor colonies and arrange
veterinary care for any injured or ill cats. ACR
has a strict no-kill policy and only euthanizes
cats on purely compassionate grounds. In early
2011, ACR implemented a highly successful Mass
Trap Project, which resulted in over 50 cats being
trapped and vetted in a matter of months.

Foster Homes

ACR does not operate a shelter. Instead, all our cats are provided homes within
our network of volunteer foster homes. This process prevents the behavioural
problems that develop when cats are caged for long periods of time. Our foster
home strategy also prevents the spread of infectious diseases. While in the foster
home environment, cats’ temperaments are analyzed to ensure that cats are
adopted into the most suitable forever homes. Through home visits, prospective
adopters can interact directly with our cats in a setting similar to their own
homes. This foster care strategy is how ACR is truly “Cat Adoption with a
Difference.” In the fifteen years since our founding, ACR has placed over 2500
cats and kittens in screened, permanent, loving homes!

TNR Program

Since a female cat can have two or three litters each year, she can exponentially
produce thousands of offspring in a short time. Many of these kittens will
perish through starvation, freezing, and attacks by humans and predators.
ACR intervenes in this tragic cycle of suffering through our Trap-Neuter/Spay-
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Return (TNR) program. Thanks to our great
volunteers and donors, ACR manages many
colonies across the city of Toronto. ACR is also
a member of the Toronto Feral Cat Coalition
whose members worked together to establish
free feral TNR clinics at the Toronto Humane
Society. Volunteers aim to hold three feral spay/
neuter clinics each month. These clinics offer
free sterilization, vaccinations and de-worming
to feral cats that are being returned to managed
colonies. Since September 2010 volunteers have
held 40 feral cat spay/neuter clinics, sterilizing
1138 street cats!
ACR’s funds are raised by our volunteers
through donations, grants, adoption fees,
membership fees, events, and craft sales. Our
foster homes generously cover the food, litter
and toy expenses for the cats that are in their
care. Our volunteer Colony Caretakers pay for
the majority of the food they provide to the ACR-managed feral cat colonies.
Occasionally, ACR gratefully receives donations of cat food and other items
from local clinics, retail stores and pet food companies. This food is disbursed
throughout the feral feeding program and foster homes. The generosity of our
volunteers and local businesses enable us to continue to provide compassionate
care for feral cats across Toronto. Thank you!!

History
Annex Cat Rescue (ACR) was founded in 1997 when several residents of “The
Annex” neighbourhood, located in downtown Toronto, joined together to care
for a local feral cat colony. Over the years, ACR’s service area, both for cats and
volunteers, has spread to extend across the city and throughout the Greater
Toronto Area.
In 1999, the Canada Revenue Agency granted ACR charity status (charity
registration #871653945 RR 0001). A Board of Directors was chosen and a
philosophy was formalized through our constitution, by-laws and guidelines.
ACR has an official Owner’s Foster Agreement which assists people in finding
new homes for their pets.
We also have a Bequest Fund for people who are interested in bequeathing
money and/or their cats into ACR’s care. This fund allows ACR to setup an
endowment fund, allowing your pets to be cared for, and provides ACR with
much-needed financial stability to sustain our work for generations to come
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Future
As we complete our 15th year, ACR will continue to provide compassionate
cat rescue work in Toronto, with fundraising as a key priority. We have the
dedication of a network of volunteers, now we just need the funds to make our
plans a reality.

Board of Directors
ACR is managed by a board of five to seven directors elected each year at our
Annual General Meeting (usually in June or July) for a term of two years, plus
one additional term if they wish. Current Board:
Karen Wigg
Sara Slater
Yvonne Elsdon
Jonathan Dick
Ilona Naujokaitis-Lewis
Caroline Hicks

Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Member at Large
Member at Large
Member at Large

2nd year of 1st term
2nd year of 2nd term
2nd year of 1st term
1st year of 1st term
1st year of 1st term
appointed to fill a vacancy

How You Can Help
Even if your life is crazy busy, and you are short on funds, there are lots of ways
to help ACR!

Super Easy & Quick Ways to Help
(5 minutes or less!)
•

•

•

Talk to people
• Chances are, there is someone in
your life who doesn’t know about
ACR. It could be a coworker, or even
the barista at your local coffee shop.
Talk to them about what we do! They
may decide to volunteer, or maybe
they know someone who is looking to
adopt a cat.
‘Like’ us on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/AnnexCatRescue)
• And suggest to friends that they ‘like’
us too!
Share ACR news with your Facebook
friends
• When we post something interesting
or adorably cute on Facebook, take a
second and share it with your friends
via your Facebook feed
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•

•
•

Talk some more!
• Know someone who is looking
to adopt a cat? Encourage
them to check out our website
• Don’t forget to mention us, or
link to our website/Facebook
page, when you are talking
about an ACR kitty that you
have adopted or are fostering
Tweet about us!
• And don’t forget to follow us
@annexcatrescue
Collect donations
• Instead of accepting gifts
at your next birthday
celebration, ask that
donations be made to Annex
Cat Rescue in your name

Have an idea of something else you can do to help? Check out our website and
if we haven’t thought of the idea, let us know!

Volunteering

The ACR Board of Directors would like to extend sincere gratitude to our many
amazing volunteers. ACR volunteers are dedicated, passionate, smart and hardworking, and we are lucky to have you! Without you, we would not be able to
care for the hundreds of cats and kittens within our care, nor raise the muchneeded funding to support our work. Thank you, thank you, thank you!
As ACR continues to expand, volunteers are continually needed. Consider the
positions described below.
Foster Home Volunteers
Since the Annex Cat Rescue does not have a shelter, we use a network of
foster homes to nurture, socialize, provide companionship, love, respect and
temporary shelter for our kittens and cats on their journey to finding forever
homes. ACR pays all medical expenses. Our foster parents pay for the food
and other basic necessities, for which they can receive charitable donation tax
receipts. Foster homes must also be comfortable about having potential adopters
visit their cats, at a mutually convenient time.
Trap-Neuter/Spay-Return Volunteers
We are currently looking for trapping volunteers to help in our Trap-Neuter/
Spay-Return (TNR) program. Volunteers set traps, transport cats (in traps) to
and from vets and recovery homes, and back to their colonies. This position
is particularly ideal if you live in the downtown/west area of Toronto where
our colonies are located. Interested in helping out but still a little unsure?
Our experienced volunteers will provide training in baiting and setting traps;
transporting feral cats; gaining the cooperation of neighbours, along with all
other elements of trapping.
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Recovery Home Volunteers
We are in need of recovery homes
for feral cats as part of our TrapNeuter-Return program. The cats
will need to recover from their
spay/neuter in a cage. You will
need a small clean quiet secure
room with a door, in which you will
place the cage, as the cats will need
a calm, quiet, clean environment
for their post-surgical recovery. It
should not take more than twenty
to thirty minutes a day, with the
length of stay usually between 3 to
7 days.
Feral Feeding Volunteers
ACR often needs help to feed feral
cats on several routes within the city. A car is not necessary for this position.
If you have not helped with feral feeding before, please see the Feral Feeding
Q&A’s on our website to see if you think this position is right for you.
Transportation Volunteers
Do you have a vehicle and a couple of hours you can sometimes spare? The
Annex Cat Rescue is always looking for volunteers with their own vehicle to help
transport supplies to special events, collect and distribute donated food, pick up
and drop off cats at the vets. This position does not require a set amount of time,
but as your schedule allows. If you have a vehicle, please consider becoming a
transportation volunteer.
Special Event Volunteers
Each year the Annex Cat Rescue participates in a number of special events such
as street festivals and craft shows, in order to educate people about the plight of
homeless cats in the Toronto area, to find homes for those who are adoptable,
to offer our own crafts and collect donations in order to pay our vet bills. We’re
always in search of positive, friendly people to staff our tables in shifts of about 2
or 3 hours. This is a great way to get to know us as well as to help the kitties.
Craftmaking for Fundraising
Creative people are needed who would like to make crafts that Annex Cat Rescue
can offer at the various events we attend for fundraising purposes. While we are
always in need of crafts for cats such as knitted or crocheted items, catnip toys,
etc., we also like to have a variety of small crafts like jewelry, sewn items, note
cards and hand-made bath products available for those looking for something
non-cat-related. Anything you are able to provide will assist us in raising money
for the work we do at Annex Cat Rescue. All the money we raise goes to helping
the cats.
page8

ACR Annual Highlights 2011
Donation Box Monitor
The Annex Cat Rescue has ongoing coin boxes and catnip toy donation baskets in
stores and vet offices around the city. A network of ACR volunteers monitor these
locations, which bring in the “bread and butter” income that ACR needs in order
to care for our cats. Depending on the amount of traffic, these boxes should be
emptied anywhere from once a week to once a month.
Do you or a friend own a store or work in another retail outlet? Is there a vet
clinic or pet shop in your neighbourhood? If so, would you consider arranging
to place one of our attractive catnip toy baskets &/or donation boxes on the
counter?
Postering and Spreading the Word
One thing that all volunteers can do is spread word about the Annex Cat Rescue
by telling people about us, forwarding our Facebook, Pinterest, and Twitter posts,
reviewing us on Yelp, and putting up our posters. Please see the posters in the
“Volunteer” section of our website to download, print and post!
To become a volunteer, or learn more about these opportunities, email us!
volunteer@annexcatrescue.ca

page9

ACR Annual Highlights 2011

Highlights
from 2011

Adoption Statistics
Total #
Year

Adopted

# Adopted

Returned

by Foster
Home

# Adopted

by Other

in Pairs
(Multiples)

Alone

2011

210

10

22

188

132

78

2010

106

5

9

97

85

21

2009

84

3

6

78

50

34

2008

129

4

13

116

74

55

2007

152

4

16

136

75

77

2006

168

0

18

150

104

64

The majority of ACR foster cats are healthy, rambunctious, affectionate souls,
who only require a couple of weeks or months of foster care to polish their indoor
manners and receive their immunizations before their debut on our website.
On the rare occasion that an adoption doesn’t work out, the cats return to ACR’s
care. We take great care to ensure that our cats have positive outcomes. Once an
ACR cat, always an ACR cat!
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Feral Colony Caretaking
and TNR
ACR continues to grow our network of Feral
Colony Caretakers. These volunteers regularly
feed and monitor several cat colonies across the
city of Toronto. The Colony Caretaker teams care
for the cats, identify any health problems and
arrange veterinary appointments when necessary.
The ACR Feral Colony Caretakers are dedicated
individuals who routinely provide food for the cats
in their care.
Occasionally ACR will receive cat food donations
for distribution among the colonies. Consider
donating cat food to our feral cat colonies today!
Through our TNR approach, our volunteers have
stabilized the number of feral cats in most of
the ACR-managed colonies. However, new cats
continue to appear. Some of these newcomers
are young kittens, recently born to feral mothers;
others are mature feral cats who have discovered
our feeding stations; also appearing are semi-feral
cats, perhaps kept as mousers who have escaped from local shops; domestic cats,
perhaps lost or abandoned, are sometimes in attendance as well. All of these new
arrivals find comfort and relief at ACR feeding stations, some only briefly while
awaiting placement in foster care, and others for a lifetime. This past year, ACR
Colony Caretakers distributed more than 3,000 kg of dry cat food to more than
50 needy cats, caring for the cats every day despite heavy snowfall, torrential rain,
violent thunderstorms, oppressive smog and unbearable heat.
ACR has been managing feral colonies for over ten years. The average life span of
a feral cat in an unmanaged colony is two years. We have cats in our colonies that
are 15 years and older, and this is because of the daily care that our volunteers
provide! A standing ovation to all our Feral Colony Caretakers for your dedication
and commitment!
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Feral Colony Spotlights
Bathurst-College

The Bathurst-College Colony currently has three regulars: LilyBelle; Black Fluffy; and Tabby. There are two other cats that are
seen occasionally: Grey Fluffy and Duchess. The girls and Tabby
all seem to be doing well. Tabby usually greets the volunteers
from the garage rooftop, serenading them for a while before going
down to join the girls for dinner.
The other stop at Bathurst-Harbord ended in December, as there
was only one stray cat last year, and he was successfully adopted.
Kudos to the Bathurst-College volunteers!

Bickford-Christie

Things have been quite stable at the three colonies this year, although, sadly,
we have lost a few cats who simply disappeared. And one cat died after she was
taken to the vet for surgery on her mouth. Unfortunately, all of the good work
accomplished at one of the new feeding
spots fell apart when the people who
were caring for the cats, and providing
shelter for them, sold the business. The
new owners were very much against the
cats being anywhere near the property.
Thankfully, the Coordinator was able
to place two of the cats in a home and
they are both doing really well! After the
new business moved in, we couldn’t find
the other two cats, but we were recently
relieved to learn that a neighbour had
taken them in. The rest of the news is
good.
Ilona has been very active in having the
large group of new cats all spayed and
neutered. In the meantime, there have been a couple of litters
of kittens, but they have been trapped and the two mothers have
now been spayed. There are two males left to be neutered at one
site and one new male has joined the Ossington/Christie route
and is on the TNR list. He is also tame enough to be brought
into the foster program!
We reported on Ozzie in the 2009 Annual Highlights report and we are happy
to say he has made a full recovery -- after limping for some time, his foot now
seems completely healed and he looks great! Our volunteers are very dedicated
to caring for our cats! High fives all around! Thank you!!
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Chester

We are delighted to report that the Chester Colony cats are all accounted for,
well-fed, healthy, happy and continuing to thrive. Thanks to our wonderful
volunteers, all the cats have been spayed/neutered and we are celebrating
another year without any new kittens being born.
What a great success story! Many thanks to our dedicated Chester Colony
volunteers!

Chinatown

The Chinatown colony feral feeders continued their great teamwork throughout
the past year. In 2011, we welcomed several new feeders to the Chinatown team
and gave our thanks to several longstanding feeders who retired from the route.
As the years pass, the feeders find themselves saying their goodbyes to the cats,
too. This year we lost Fluffy, Sammi, and Maddie.
Sammi and Fluffy were the sole survivors
of a once-thriving colony that numbered
Baby, Black Cat, Tarzana, Blackie, Orangey,
and Beth, among others. Never friends, the
two cats grew close after all their colony
mates had died of old age or in tragic
accidents. Happily, easier times lay ahead
for Sammi and Fluffy–at least for a short
while. In their final year together, the
pair captured the heart of a local resident
who tended their shelter, served them
the most delectable foods, and in winter
weather, invited them into her own home.
For Sammi, the bond with her human
caregiver become almost as vital as her
loyalty to Fluffy. Almost, but not quite. When invited to move into the house full
time, Sammi declined. She was, first and foremost, a feral cat, just like Fluffy, her
wilder counterpart.
Yet when troubles beset Sammi and Fluffy’s caregiver, Sammi sensed something
was wrong. The day before her caregiver was due to move out, Sammi, for the
first time ever, didn’t turn up for breakfast. In a moment nearly as cruel for the
caregiver as for the cat, Sammi was discovered dead in her shelter. She almost
certainly died of a stroke or heart attack. We believe she was nine or ten years old.
The next day Fluffy found himself alone, robbed at once of his cat and human
companions. For six months he struggled on, thinner and more subdued, but
supported, as always, by ACR’s Chinatown feeders. Loneliness proved not to be
Fluffy’s only burden: The new residents were hostile to him from the get-go.
When we no longer felt confident Fluffy was safe in the only territory he had
known all his life, we reluctantly began to ponder alternatives. The best offer
came from a former Chinatown feeder with vast experience in caring for feral

page13

ACR Annual Highlights 2011
cats. She had a large screened-in porch that would
allow Fluffy to experience the outdoors without the
risk of his getting lost in a new part of the city—and
just as important, she had other cats with whom
Fluffy might find companionship.
Removing a feral cat from his territory is a drastic
measure and always a last resort. In Fluffy’s case,
he went to the best possible home, where sadly, he
lived only a few months. Fluffy’s final guardian, who
brought great energy and commitment to caring for
him, has contributed her own story of her time with
Fluffy (see Fluffy’s story on page 18).
Whereas cats like Sammi and Fluffy are long-term
wards of the Chinatown feeders, others wander
the streets for just days or weeks. Maddie, with
her sweetly solemn face, was one of the latter. In
2009, a feeder came across a broken cat carrier in
a desolate alley close to an ACR feeding station. Inside was an emaciated black
cat crouched on a filthy blanket. Here was Maddie, abandoned, suffering from
severe thyroid disease, and weighing little more than four pounds. But she was
well socialized, and ACR volunteers soon trapped her. With expert vet care and
a supportive foster home, Maddie rallied, nearly doubling her weight. Her luck
got better still. Maddie’s foster caregivers found her so enchanting that they
offered her a forever home. For two years she thrived in her new quarters until,
in spring 2011, her health began to decline. Last June, having tried every possible
intervention to stabilize Maddie, her caregivers acknowledged it was time to let
her go. She could not have found a safer, more loving refuge in which to spend
the final years of her life.
We mourn the passing of Fluffy, Sammi, and Maddie and remember them fondly,
but we also celebrate their relatively long, rich lives. Many of the Chinatown cats
are living into the double digits, with Felicity, the eldest, still thriving at the age of
16– far beyond the average life expectancy of 2 to 5 years for a feral cat.
Now that the vast majority of Chinatown ferals have been spayed/neutered and
vaccinated, we are tending an aging population of cats. Last year was especially
challenging as the feeders dealt with several major losses. We extend our sincere
thanks to all the Chinatown feeders for their perseverance and commitment to
the cats throughout 2011. Bravo!

Distillery District

The good news about the Distillery District colony is that the numbers have
remained the same during the course of this year. Both Sophie, a gentle and
chatty dilute tortie, and Sal, a beautiful brown tabby, are doing well and have
been healthy. However, it is just a matter of time before their building and only
shelter becomes a part of the Distillery revitalization. The Colony Caretakers,
Jennifer and Vanessa, have been working hard with many neighbourhood
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volunteers to try to trap both cats as a foster home is currently waiting, but the
logistics of the area surrounding the building and Sophie’s wariness of traps has
made the task very challenging. More than anything, the goal is for Sophie & Sal
to be safe indoors. Many thanks to the dedicated Distillery Colony Caretakers!

Kensington

The Kensington route currently has 11 feeding spots in the Kensington Market
area of Toronto. On a typical evening about a dozen cats come out to be fed and
many more are known to exist.
This year, after a review of the
feeding locations, one feeding
spot was discontinued after a local
resident took over the feeding at
that location. Of the remaining
spots, about half have regular
cats that appear for feeding. It is
suspected that local residents may
also be feeding some of the cats
which explains why we don’t see cats
very often at some of these spots.
Four new winter cat shelters were
added this year on the route and the
two pre-existing shelters were refurbished with fresh straw.
We have seen cats using the shelters during the colder days.
Members of the community continue to be very supportive of
our efforts by allowing us to keep the shelters on their private
property and to feed there too.
The Kensington route has 15 extremely dedicated volunteer feeders; and it is to
their credit that the cats are well-fed once a day. This route is over 2.5 kilometres
long and can take over an hour to complete. The efforts of the feeders is much
appreciated, especially on the cold and wet days. These feeders also monitor the
well-being of the cats.
Some of the volunteers have assisted in the trapping of cats and for this we are
particularly grateful. The following “Kensington cats” were trapped and neutered,
adopted or fostered into new homes or received special care this past year:
Chester, Sebastian, Gus, Luigi, Lars, Luongo and Wesley.
One smallish black cat named Sommersault has endeared herself to many of the
feeders because she is present at every single feeding. She is so named because of
her habit of rolling over to show how excited and grateful she is for her supper.
ACR is attempting to secure a trapping coordinator for the Kensington route.
Once this volunteer position is filled, it will greatly improve our ability to help
cats who are sick or injured; and to trap cats who need to be neutered or spayed.
Sincere thanks to the Kensington volunteers for all their outstanding work!
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McRoberts

Things have been pretty quiet this winter for the McRoberts Colony. There is
one male left to be neutered and the rest have been happily snuggling in their
“Rubbermaid” chalets and chowing down on fresh meat from a butcher.
This past spring, however, brought a new set of cats. Through delivering memos
to the residents in the area and talking to many people, the Colony Caretaker,
Joanne, discovered another colony in the laneway on the other side of the street.
In one month, she trapped 3 cats, 2 of them
friendly. She also got a call from a butcher in
April, saying that he had a kitten at his back
door. Somebody had apparently pulled their
car into the laneway and dropped off some
kittens. Joanne was able to rescue one kitten.
The good news is that the neighbourhood
has become a lot more engaged. Joanne gets
calls on a regular basis from people letting
her know what’s happening in their yards,
and some have even offered to help trap. This
community engagement is mostly a result of
Joanne distributing memos door-to-door,
introducing herself to people on the street
and letting them know that she is there to help. This has been
a very effective strategy. Apparently, McRoberts is nicknamed
“Cat Alley”!
Joanne’s pictures include one of Billy – the king of the colony,
who used to be the meanest cat, but now lets her pet him. She loves Billy so much
that she made t-shirts of him!
Joanne thanks Heather and Karen who are always there with support. And a
special thanks to Linda who is tireless in her efforts. A round of applause to
Joanne for all this great work!
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Fundraising and Special Events
ACR’s Special Event volunteers continued to provide
strong representation at regional events this year. Events
provide opportunities to promote ACR, educate the
public on feral cat colonies and the TNR program, offer
handmade items and raise funds, recruit volunteers and
promote the adoption of ACR cats. These events require
a tremendous amount of planning and coordination,
and many very reliable volunteers. Many thanks to the
wonderful volunteers who contributed to these events!
Special thanks to Heather Brown for the lovely “new
look” for ACR’s event display, to the great volunteers who
donated all the wonderful new crafts, and for all the time
devoted by our volunteers at special events this year!
These are just a few of the major fundraising events
organized by ACR volunteers this past year:
•
•
•
•
•

Vegetarian Food Fair
Pawsway weekend events
St. Lawrence Market
CNE Cat Show
Artisan’s Fair, Tranzac Club (3 consecutive
weekends)

AnnexCatRescue.ca
Our website showcases the cats and kittens available for adoption and includes
success stories, newsletters, upcoming events, donation and volunteer
opportunities, cat care tips and more! Visit us at http:\\annexcatrescue.ca
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Stories
Fluffy Remembered
by Barbara Isherwood

Fluffy spent his last four months with me, as an indoor cat for the first time in his life.
The original plan was for him to live in a shelter on my enclosed deck, so that he would
be secure but also be in an outdoor environment like he was used to. Myself and ACR
volunteers Andreas, Vanessa, Sharon and Mark, spent some hours making
sure the space was completely escape-proof, before Fluffy was brought into
his new home. He took to it quite quickly, considering how strange all this
must have been for him, and although he never bonded closely with my
other cats, he would sit on the deck in the sun and seemed comfortable just
hanging out with the tribe. Then one day, I went out to feed him and he
wasn’t there. I was sick with worry. Could he have possibly found a way to get
out? Well, it turned out he was behind my couch — he must have snuck in
when I wasn’t looking. It was October and I guess he decided he had enough
of being outside. So then I had to cat-proof my basement, in case he got
down there and into the crawlspace!
The next few months he continued to surprise me by changing his “hang-out”
from under the couch, to beside the furnace, to under the sink, to inside a
box, and so on. On Christmas Day I came upstairs to find him sitting on the
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couch, for the first time ever — the best Christmas present I could
wish for! He continued to spend time on the couch and would only
hop off if I got too close.
Shortly after New Year’s I noticed he’d gotten very thin and wasn’t
eating. The end came quickly after that. The next day, he left me
forever. It was weird waking up in the morning and not looking to
see where he was - it had become a part of my routine. Someone
who doesn’t know about feral cats once said to me, “Oh, you like
them because of their unconditional love.” We know that’s one thing
you’ll likely never get from a rescued feral, but just the hope that
you’ve managed to make their life a bit easier, even if it’s just for a
short time, is all the reward required.

Rosemary’s Story
Rosemary was only eleven months old when she was
discovered in a small, cluttered basement apartment reeking
of cat urine. The apartment was overrun by 23 inbred cats,
none of which had ever seen a scratching post or cat toy,
let alone a veterinarian. None of the nearly two-dozen cats
were spayed or neutered. And predictably, several of the
cats were pregnant.
Eighteen months prior to Rosemary’s rescue, the
apartment’s tenant had taken in one unneutered male cat
and one unspayed female cat. At that time, the cats’ owner
was struggling with personal issues that prevented her
from providing herself with the necessities of daily living.
She was receiving community support to meet her own
basic needs, and, needless to say, she quickly discovered that she was ill-equipped to
properly care for the two cats that she had taken in. The cats’ owner became rapidly less
able to handle the situation as over a period of 18 months, the cats had kittens, and then
the kittens had even more kittens. To her credit, the cats’ owner cooperated with rescue
volunteers, recognizing that she was in over her head. At the time that Annex Cat Rescue
became involved, the original male cat and the original female cat had multiplied into 23
cats, with several more litters on the way.
Friendly and outgoing, Rosemary settled into foster care quickly. She just adored people
and loved being the centre of attention for the first time in her life. That being said, the
world outside of the basement apartment from which Rosemary had been rescued, was
all new to her. The reality of Rosemary’s previous life was no more painfully apparent
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to her foster parents than when it was
discovered that Rosemary had never
experienced an open window. She had
never felt a breeze, and in her eleven
months of life, had never breathed fresh
air. It took weeks of gentle desensitization
before Rosemary finally stopped
cowering at the sight of the window
being opened, before she finally stopped
growling in fear at the wind. It was a
joyful moment for Rosemary’s foster
parents when Rosemary first discovered
the simple pleasures of an ordinary cat’s
life: curiously watching squirrels and
birds through the window screen and
contentedly basking belly-up in a warm
patch of mid-afternoon sunshine.
Rosemary went into labour on February
17th, five days after she arrived at her
foster home. Rosemary’s two kittens coincidentally
shared a birthday with their foster mom, and the
pair were the first kittens born into Annex Cat
Rescue foster care in 2012. Sadly, little Sage passed
away shortly after birth. However, little Basil
thrived. An adorable and sweet only-kitten, Basil
was doted by her cat-mom and her foster parents
alike! Indeed, weekly photos documenting her
first eight weeks shared on Annex Cat Rescue’s
Facebook page garnered numerous ‘likes’ and
comments, turning Basil into a bit of a kittycelebrity!
Rosemary and Basil were both adopted into loving
forever homes in the spring. Both adopters have
reported back to Annex Cat Rescue that Rosemary
and Basil are flourishing as new members of their
respective forever-families.
As for the other cats with which Rosemary was
rescued, in partnership, Annex Cat Rescue and
Toronto Cat Rescue arranged for all 22 cats (as well
as the kittens born to the several pregnant cats)
to receive proper veterinary care. The cats were
spayed and neutered before being placed into foster
homes and made available for adoption.
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Princess’ Story
“Is it an okay time for a mom and some newborns?” was the subject line of the
e-mail that the Foster Coordinator sent to Princess’ would-be foster parents
shortly after Princess and her litter were surrendered to Annex Cat Rescue.
As veteran ACR volunteers, the eager foster parents responded “yes” without
hesitation. No details needed. After all, they’d fostered more than 100 cats and
kittens, including a number of litters of two, three, four, and occasionally even
five...
As it turned out, the minor detail that the Foster Coordinator had
‘accidentally’ omitted from her initial correspondence was that “some
newborns” actually referred to a brood of not one or two, nor three, four, five,
nor six, but seven! Seven! So it was with a readiness for adventure and a good
sense of humour that Princess’ foster parents took in Princess and her threeweek-old septuplets.
Dubbed “The Green Gables Litter”, Anne, Cordelia, Diana, Gilbert, Matthew,
Prince Edward, and Avonlea were perhaps collectively the most gorgeous litter
of kittens ever! Princess was mostly white with dilute calico markings, and all
seven of the kittens took after their mom. The four girls were white with dilute
calico splotches of gray and orange; one of the boys was white with splotches
of only gray; and two of the boys were white with splotches of only orange.
Just beautiful!
Princess was a bit underweight, but rapidly gained weight in foster care, and
she was otherwise in good health. Her litter also grew into healthy, curious,
and energetic kittens in foster care. It was certainly an experience to be in
a room with the brood of seven, once they became mobile and learned the
characteristic sounds of feeding time! Imagine two tiny, meowing kittens
winding their way around your ankles... and then multiply that by four, for an
idea of what dinnertime with the Green Gables litter was like! Open a can of
kitten food or shake a bag of treats, and all seven kittens plus Mom Cat would
come running in a whiskered stampede to express their excitement in a chorus
of high-pitched mews!
It was not long after the Green Gables litter reached eight weeks old that they
were all adopted into their forever homes. Two of the kittens were adopted by
a little girl (and her parents) for her eighth birthday. An avid fan of the Anne
of Green Gables series, the girl was positively thrilled to bring Cordelia-kitten
and Diana-kitten home with her! The other kittens, and Princess too, also all
joined loving families.
Every spring and summer (known as “kitten season” to cat rescue volunteers),
ACR works to facilitate the rescue, socialization, and adoption of some of the
thousands of kittens born outdoors. ACR extends a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to its
volunteers, donors, and community partners, who all work together to write the
‘happy endings’ to stories like the Green Gables litter’s story, and countless other
cats’ and kittens’ stories too.
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2011 Financial Summary
Year Ended
Year Ended
December 31, 2011 December 31, 2010
Revenues
Adoption Fees
Donations
Fundraising
Interest
Membership Dues
Coin Boxes
Revenue total

30,995
64,448
2,923
652
270
7,268
106,556

15,156
53,990
4,494
559
320
7,377
81,896

Accounting Expense
Advertising Expense
Bank Charges
Fundraising Expense
Miscellaneous
Supplies
Administration
Transportation Expense
Veterinary Services
Expense total

112
1,458
9
2,105
3,707
19,324
603
141
57,773
85,232

0
2,811
140
2,444
2,610
14,142
603
236
64,956
87,942

Surplus (Deficit) for the period
Opening Surplus (Deficit)
Ending Surplus (Deficit)

21,324
52,642
73,966

Operating Expenses

(6,046)
58,688
page
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52,642

