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about
Annex Cat Rescue

Photo: Rondi Adamson

our goals
The plight of homeless cats in the Greater Toronto Area is a growing one in search of a
compassionate solution. The Annex Cat Rescue is a 100% volunteer charity which deals with
this sad problem in the following five ways:
1. Humanely trapping homeless kittens and abandoned or stray adult cats for placement
in our foster and adoption program
2. Feeding and providing medical care for feral cats in designated colonies
3. Curbing population growth in those colonies through trapping, spaying/neutering, and
vaccinating
4. Educating the public on the compassionate treatment of homeless cats and
responsible pet ownership
5. Improving urban environments through community cooperation
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our programs
Currently, there are approximately 240 volunteers
working with ACR in a wide variety of roles.
These volunteers include foster homes, adoption
screeners, colony caretakers, feral cat trappers,
TNR recovery homes, photographers, event
volunteers, fundraisers, craftmakers, drivers,
administrators and more. Each volunteer is crucial
to ACR’s success.

Feral Colony Care

“Feral” cats are the free-roaming, wild offspring
of domestic cats that have been abandoned or
lost. Feral cats may have been wild for several
generations and they tend to live in colonies
throughout the city in back alleys, parks, garages
or wherever they can find shelter and food.
ACR believes that all cats deserve humane and
compassionate care. Our feral colony care teams,
including feeders and trappers, provide care to
the feral cat colonies - feeding them, trapping
them and arranging spaying/neutering. These
volunteers also monitor colonies and arrange
veterinary care for any injured or ill cats. ACR has
a strict no-kill policy and only euthanizes cats on
purely compassionate grounds.

Foster Homes

ACR does not operate a shelter. Instead, all our
cats are provided homes within our network of
volunteer foster homes. This process prevents the
behavioural problems that develop when cats are
caged for long periods of time. Our foster home

strategy also prevents the spread of infectious
diseases. While in the foster home environment,
cats’ temperaments are analyzed to ensure
that cats are adopted into the most suitable
forever homes. Through home visits, prospective
adopters can interact directly with our cats in a
setting similar to their own homes. This foster
care strategy is how ACR is truly “Cat Adoption
with a Difference.” In the sixteen years since our
founding, ACR has placed over 2700 cats and
kittens in screened, permanent, loving homes!

TNR Program

Since a female cat can have two or three litters
each year, she can exponentially produce
thousands of offspring in a short time. Many
of these kittens will perish through starvation,
freezing, and attacks by humans and predators.
ACR intervenes in this tragic cycle of suffering
through our Trap-Neuter/Spay Return (TNR)
program. Thanks to our great volunteers and
donors, ACR manages many colonies across
the city of Toronto. ACR is also a member of the
Toronto Feral Cat Coalition whose members
worked together to establish free feral TNR clinics
at the Toronto Humane Society. Volunteers aim to
hold three feral spay/neuter clinics each month.
These clinics offer free sterilization, vaccinations
and de-worming to feral cats that are being
returned to managed colonies. Since September
2010 volunteers have sterilized over 2000 street
cats!
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ACR’s funds are raised by our volunteers through
donations, grants, adoption fees, membership
fees, events, and craft sales. Our foster homes
generously cover the food, litter and toy expenses
for the cats that are in their care. Our volunteer
Colony Caretakers pay for the majority of the
food they provide to the ACR-managed feral cat
colonies.

Occasionally, ACR gratefully receives donations
of cat food and other items from local clinics,
retail stores and pet food companies. This
food is disbursed throughout the feral feeding
program and foster homes. The generosity of
our volunteers and local businesses enable us to
continue to provide compassionate care for feral
cats across Toronto. Thank you!!

our history
Annex Cat Rescue (ACR) was founded in
1997 when several residents of “The Annex”
neighbourhood, located in downtown Toronto,
joined together to care for a local feral cat colony.
Over the years, ACR’s service area, both for cats
and volunteers, has spread to extend across the
city and throughout the Greater Toronto Area.
In 1999, the Canada Revenue Agency granted
ACR charity status (charity registration
#871653945 RR 0001). A Board of Directors was
chosen and a philosophy was formalized through
our constitution, by-laws and guidelines.

ACR has an official Owner’s Foster Agreement
which assists people in finding new homes for
their pets. We also have a Bequest Fund for
people who are interested in bequeathing money
and/or their cats into ACR’s care. This fund allows
ACR to setup an endowment fund, allowing your
pets to be cared for, and provides ACR with muchneeded financial stability to sustain our work for
generations to come.

our future
As we complete our 16th year, ACR will continue to provide
compassionate cat rescue work in Toronto, with fundraising as a
key priority. We have the dedication of a network of volunteers,
now we just need the funds to make our plans a reality.
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board of directors

ACR is managed by a board of five to seven directors elected each year at our Annual General
Meeting (usually in June or July) for a term of two years, plus one additional term if they wish.

Current Board:

Joanna Reading
Liz Anderson
Marianne Premuzic
Jodi Cunningham
Jonathan Dick
Ilona Naujokaitis-Lewis
Kathy MacDonald

Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Secretary
Member at Large
Member at Large
Member at Large

1st year of 1st term
1st year of 1st term
1st year of 1st term
1st year of 1st term
2nd year of 1st term
2nd year of 1st term
Appointed to fill a vacancy

how you can help
Even if your life is crazy busy, and you are short on funds, there
are lots of ways to help ACR!

Super Easy & Quick Ways to Help
(5 minutes or less!)
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Talk to people! Chances are, there is someone in your
life who doesn’t know about ACR. It could be a coworker,
or even the barista at your local coffee shop. Talk to them
about what we do! They may decide to volunteer, or maybe they know someone who is looking
to adopt a cat.
‘Like’ us on Facebook and suggest to friends that they ‘like’ us too!
www.facebook.com/AnnexCatRescue
Share ACR news with your Facebook friends. When we post something interesting or
adorably cute on Facebook, take a second and share it with your friends via your Facebook
feed.
Talk some more! Know someone who is looking to adopt a cat? Encourage them to check out
our website.
Don’t forget to mention us, or link to our website/Facebook page, when you are talking about
an ACR kitty that you have adopted or are fostering.
Tweet about us! And don’t forget to follow us @annexcatrescue.
Collect donations. Instead of accepting gifts at your next birthday celebration, ask that
donations be made to Annex Cat Rescue in your name.
Have an idea of something else you can do to help? Check out our website and if we haven’t
thought of the idea, let us know!
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The ACR Board of Directors would like to extend sincere gratitude to our
many amazing volunteers. ACR volunteers are dedicated, passionate,
smart and hardworking, and we are lucky to have you! Without you, we
would not be able to care for the hundreds of cats and kittens within our
care, nor raise the much needed funding to support our work.

Thank you, thank you, thank you!

As ACR continues to expand, volunteers are continually needed.
Consider the positions described below.

Foster Home Volunteers

Since the Annex Cat Rescue does not have a shelter, we use a network
of foster homes to nurture, socialize, provide companionship, love,
respect and temporary shelter for our kittens and cats on their journey
to finding forever homes. ACR pays all medical expenses. Our foster
parents pay for the food and other basic necessities, for which they can
receive charitable donation tax receipts. Foster homes must also be
comfortable about having potential adopters visit their cats, at a mutually
convenient time.

Trap-Neuter/Spay-Return Volunteers

We are currently looking for trapping volunteers to help in our TrapNeuter/Spay-Return (TNR) program. Volunteers set traps, transport
cats (in traps) to and from vets and recovery homes, and back to their
colonies. This position is particularly ideal if you live in the downtown/
west area of Toronto where our colonies are located. Interested in helping
out but still a little unsure? Our experienced volunteers will provide
training in baiting and setting traps; transporting feral cats; gaining the
cooperation of neighbours, along with all other elements of trapping.

Recovery Home Volunteers

We are in need of recovery homes for feral cats as part of our TrapNeuter-Return program. The cats will need to recover from their spay/
neuter in a cage. You will need a small clean quiet secure room with a
door, in which you will place the cage, as the cats will need a calm, quiet,
clean environment for their post-surgical recovery. It should not take
more than twenty to thirty minutes a day, with the length of stay usually
between 3 to 7 days.

Feral Feeding Volunteers

ACR often needs help to feed feral cats on several routes within the city.
A car is not necessary for this position. If you have not helped with feral
feeding before, please see the Feral Feeding Q&A’s on our website to
see if you think this position is right for you.

Transportation Volunteers

Do you have a vehicle and a couple of hours you can sometimes spare?
The Annex Cat Rescue is always looking for volunteers with their own
vehicle to help transport supplies to special events, collect and distribute

Page 7

donated food, pick up and drop off cats at the vets.
This position does not require a set amount of time,
but as your schedule allows. If you have a vehicle,
please consider becoming a transportation volunteer.

Adoption Screening Volunteers

Our adoption screeners retrieve messages from
potential adopters from our phone line or our e-mail
website; then they conduct phone interviews to
screen out unsuitable callers as well as to match up
successful candidates with possible adoptees for
a home visit. Typically, this involves a weekly 3- to4-hour commitment, and screeners must have access
to a phone and the internet.

Storage Space/Inventory
Volunteer

Do you have some extra storage space in your
home? Annex Cat Rescue is looking for someone
to store items such as cat carriers, cages and litter
boxes. We would like to find someone who is centrally
located and OK with regular pick-ups and drop-offs.
Maintaining and sharing an up-to-date inventory is
an important part of this role as well as occasionally
coordinating the distribution of donated cat food.

Special Event Volunteers

Each year the Annex Cat Rescue participates in a
number of special events such as street festivals
and craft shows, in order to educate people about
the plight of homeless cats in the Toronto area, to
find homes for those who are adoptable, to offer our
own crafts and collect donations in order to pay our
vet bills. We’re always in search of positive, friendly
people to staff our tables in shifts of about 2 or 3
hours. This is a great way to get to know us as well as
to help the kitties.
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Craftmaking for Fundraising

Creative people are needed who would like to make
crafts that Annex Cat Rescue can offer at the various
events we attend for fundraising purposes. While we
are always in need of crafts for cats such as knitted
or crocheted items, catnip toys, etc. We also like to
have a variety of small crafts like jewelry, sewn items,
note cards and hand-made bath products available for
those looking for something non-cat-related. Anything
you are able to provide will assist us in raising money
for the work we do at Annex Cat Rescue. All the
money we raise goes to helping the cats.

Donation Box Monitor

The Annex Cat Rescue has ongoing coin boxes and
catnip toy donation baskets in stores and vet offices
around the city. A network of ACR volunteers monitor
these locations, which bring in the “bread and butter”
income that ACR needs in order to care for our cats.
Depending on the amount of traffic, these boxes
should be emptied anywhere from once a week to
once a month.
Do you or a friend own a store or work in another
retail outlet? Is there a vet clinic or pet shop in your
neighbourhood? If so, would you consider arranging
to place one of our attractive catnip toy baskets &/or
donation boxes on the counter?

Postering and Spreading the Word
One thing that all volunteers can do is spread word
about the Annex Cat Rescue by telling people about
us, forwarding our Facebook, Pinterest, and Twitter
posts, reviewing us on Yelp, and putting up our
posters. Please see the posters in the “Volunteer”
section of our website to download, print and post!
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We occasionally encounter cats who don’t appear to
be completely feral but may not be socialized enough
to be put into our regular foster program. In late 2012,
ACR developed a framework for a new “Bridging
Program’, with the goal to provide support to ACR
colony cats that need assessment and socializing
prior to moving into the full-fledged foster program.
The role of a Bridging Foster volunteer would include:
1. Assessment
After cats have been trapped and vetted, they
are assessed to determine as best as possible
their potential for socialization. If they are
tame, they are put into ACR’s foster program.
If they are clearly feral, they are returned to
their colonies. The cats who are somewhere
in-between are the ones that we would ask
Bridging Foster volunteers to help assess
2. Socialization
Cats that have been assessed as having good
potential for socialization may need some time
to learn (or re-learn) how to live happily with
humans. Bridging Foster volunteers would
help by working with these cats until they are
ready to enter a regular foster home.
Throughout the entire process, Bridging Foster
volunteers would be supported by ACR’s Stray/Feral
team and other ACR volunteers with experience in cat
behaviour assessment and socialization.

To become a volunteer, or learn more about these
opportunities, email us!
volunteer@annexcatrescue.ca

Page 9

ACR Annual Highlights 2012

highlights
from 2012
adoption statistics
Total #
Year
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007

# Adopted

# Adopted

Adopted

Returned

By Foster
Home

By Other

Alone

In Pairs
(Multiples)

213
210
106
84
129
152

4
10
5
3
4
4

19
22
9
6
13
16

194
188
97
78
116
136

133
132
85
50
74
75

80
78
21
34
55
77

The majority of ACR foster cats are healthy, rambunctious, affectionate souls, who only require
a couple of weeks or months of foster care to polish their indoor manners and receive their
immunizations before their debut on our website. On the rare occasion that an adoption doesn’t
work out, the cats return to ACR’s care. We take great care to ensure that our cats have positive
outcomes. Once an ACR cat, always an ACR cat!
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feral colony caretaking
and TNR
ACR continues to grow our network of Feral
Colony Caretakers. These volunteers regularly
feed and monitor several cat colonies across the
city of Toronto. The Colony Caretaker teams care
for the cats, identify any health problems and
arrange veterinary appointments when necessary.
The ACR Feral Colony Caretakers are dedicated
individuals who routinely provide food for the cats
in their care.
Occasionally ACR will receive cat food donations
for distribution among the colonies. Consider
donating cat food to our feral cat colonies today!
Through our TNR approach, our volunteers have
stabilized the number of feral cats in most of
the ACR-managed colonies. However, new cats
continue to appear. Some of these newcomers
are young kittens, recently born to feral mothers;
others are mature feral cats who have discovered
our feeding stations; also appearing are semi-feral

cats, perhaps kept as mousers who have escaped
from local shops; domestic cats, perhaps lost or
abandoned, are sometimes in attendance as well.
All of these new arrivals find comfort and relief
at ACR feeding stations, some only briefly while
awaiting placement in foster care, and others for
a lifetime. This past year, ACR Colony Caretakers
distributed more than 3,000 kg of dry cat food to
more than 50 needy cats, caring for the cats every
day despite heavy snowfall, torrential rain, violent
thunderstorms, oppressive smog and unbearable
heat.
ACR has been managing feral colonies for over
ten years. The average life span of a feral cat
in an unmanaged colony is two years. We have
cats in our colonies that are 15 years and older,
and this is because of the daily care that our
volunteers provide! A standing ovation to all our
Feral Colony Caretakers for your dedication and
commitment!
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feral colony spotlights
Bathurst-College
The Bathurst-College colony is down to two
regular cats, Lilybell and Rooftop Tabby (who
sings on the rooftop to us before he comes down
to eat). One very unwell black kitty named Hope
was rescued by our feeders and is now doing
much better in ACR Foster Care. We haven’t had
any new feral or stray cats join the group

permanently. The neighbours let their cats
outside so we usually have two or three of them
coming around for dinner. We have had the usual
raccoons and at one point, an opossum was
making appearances. As the route is now only one
stop with the two cats, some of our feeders are
taking (or have already started) other ACR feral
feeding routes in addition to Bathurst-College.

Chester-Danforth

The Chester Danforth colony has been cared for
by ACR for seven years. The colony is stable with
seven cats which is in the backyard of a business
just north of Danforth Avenue. Three other cats
live nearby and a couple of our feeders lookout
for them every week as well. Greydon and Stripe
were brought into the foster program in early
2012. Stripe is adopted and Greydon still waiting
for a forever home. Tiny, the cat on the ACR logo
walking across the top of a fence, is still around
and lives inside now, in the house of the business
where the other cats live outside! The rest of the
cats are doing great, being fed regularly, and
monitored for their health. The Chester-Danforth
colony remains kitten-free.

Chinatown

the Tabby Mother, the Candidate, Caesar and
Smudge. Never friends, the two grew close after
all their colony mates had died of illness or old
age. Felicity herself appeared healthy to the
last. We lost her during the intense heat of June,
when China Girl’s grief was all the assurance we
needed that Felicity had truly gone.

The Chinatown colony feral feeders continued
their great teamwork throughout the past year. In
2012, we welcomed several new feeders to the
Chinatown team and gave our thanks to several
longstanding feeders who retired from the route.
As the years pass, the feeders find themselves
saying their goodbyes to the cats, too. This
year we lost Felicity, a long-haired brown tabby-at 17 years old, the queen of the Chinatown
ferals.
Felicity and her beloved companion, China Girl,
were the sole survivors of a once-thriving colony
that numbered, among others, the Black Mother,

Photo: Rondi Adamson
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Photo: Rondi Adamson

Whereas cats like Felicity are long-term wards of the
Chinatown feeders, others are merely on loan to us.
Granger, so called because he took up residence
under a deck on Granger Avenue, is a fetching orange
and white tabby. Although semi-feral and nervous
around humans, Granger endeared himself to the
residents of his building, whom he gradually came to
trust. One day, a sign was Scotch-taped to Granger’s
deck: “Cat ladies [we’re not all ‘ladies’], please stop
feeding here. Beaumont [alias Granger] has moved
inside.” Every now and again, we see Granger looking
out the window of his new home--pampered, plump,
and thoroughly satisfied with his lot in life.
Granger’s was not the only Chinatown success
story of 2012. In early winter, the Chinatown feeders
became aware of two young kittens living in a garage
serving as a warehouse. Although the kittens had
owners, both were hungry, and the smaller one-petite and black, except for white spots under the
neck and belly--seemed unwell. ACR negotiated the
release of both kittens into our foster program. The
tabby and white female, later known as “Sweet Pea,”
was the first to be placed in foster care. But when
ACR returned for the black kitten, a male, the owners
refused to hand him over, claiming they wanted him
for themselves. Deeply concerned, the Chinatown
feeders continued to nourish and monitor the black
kitten until, several weeks later, he disappeared.

Fast forward six months to a filthy lane on the
opposite side of Spadina. There the Chinatown
feeders spotted a pregnant black cat, timid and
apparently homeless, but not feral. We called her
“Audrey.” When late one night an ACR volunteer
witnessed drunks throwing beer cans at Audrey,
she scooped her up and took her home. As soon as
Audrey was safe inside, she gave birth to five healthy
kittens. The growing family was soon placed in ACR
foster care, where it was noted that Audrey was a
young adult, petite and black, with two white spots,
one under the neck and another under the belly. The

missing black kitten known as Sweet Pea’s “brother”
had been miraculously recovered! Sweet Pea, Audrey
and all her kittens have found excellent forever
homes.
This year, then, we mourn the passing of Felicity
and remember her fondly, but we also celebrate her
long, rich life, along with the happy endings of Sweet
Pea, Audrey and kittens, and Granger. Like Felicity,
many of the Chinatown feral cats are living into the
double digits, with Orange Girl, now the eldest, still
thriving at the age of 15 – far beyond the average life
expectancy of 2 to 5 years for a feral cat.
Sincere thanks to all the Chinatown feeders for their
perseverance and commitment to the cats throughout
2012.
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Christie-Bloor Colony Updates

The Christie-Bloor colony remained relatively stable
in terms of cat population. A few feeding spots were
removed once we were sure that no feral or stray cats
were feeding at them any longer, and a couple were
added (due to new cats being spotted). We are trying
to place any new feeding spots strategically to ensure
that they also provide good places to trap.
Inevitably, we experience some losses over time.
“Little Mama” was one of the cats from our main
colony who was the mother of some of those cats.
She disappeared in the summer; we suspect she
passed away and were saddened by that, but know
that she had a longer and better life with the help of
ACR and local residents who help with the care of this
colony. Although not a feral cat, another favourite of
our feeders was “Leo” (aka “Mr. Creampuff”), a big.
blue-eyed, creamy orange male that was a regular at
one of our feeding stops. Leo had arrived as a stray,
but by putting up posters around the neighbourhood
we discovered that he had been taken in by a local

resident. He was very friendly and would come
running down the laneway to get his ear scratches
and tummy rubs from feeders. We’d noticed in the
summer that Leo was getting quite thin, and in
October his guardian let us know that Leo had passed
away peacefully, in her arms, due to health problems
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that were not treatable given his advanced age. We
will remember Leo fondly.

On a more cheerful note, mother cat Toby was
trapped in June, along with her 4 kittens. One of
her kittens, Mighty Mouse (or “the craziest kitten
ever”), gave our trappers a surprise when he ran
three stories straight up a stucco wall — maybe he
is part spider! The building’s residents were helping
our trappers, so Mighty Mouse’s great escape didn’t
succeed in the end. Toby was spayed and returned
to her colony, and all of her kittens were adopted into
loving homes.

Our intrepid trappers also finally managed to trap and
neuter Tiggy, a gorgeous but elusive male long-haired
tabby tom cat. Tiggy is doing fine, but his days as the
local “Don Juan” are now over.
We had a new addition to our main colony in the fall.
Jessie, a small black female with a big personality,
showed up and seemed to be somewhat comfortable
with humans — she meowed at feeders who took
too long to dish out the food and came quite close
to us. After a few attempts, Jessie was trapped and
during her vet exam we found that she had already
been spayed. She was kept in a recovery home and
assessed. It was determined that although Jessie
had likely once been owned, she had become quite
wild now and “taming” might take a long time, with
an uncertain outcome. With winter approaching, we
made the difficult decision to release Jessie back to
the colony. I’m pleased to report that she fit right back
in with the other cats, came through the winter sleek
and healthy and appears to be quite content with her
outdoor life.
Many thanks to all of the dedicated feeders on this
route who helped our cats through a long and cold
winter, and to our trapping coordinator Ilona and the
volunteers who have assisted her.
A special thanks also to Janine, who established this
colony and managed it for several years until this past
fall.
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Six years ago, a small, dilute tortie was spotted
wandering around one of the many condo
construction sites in the area by one of ACR’s
Distillery District colony caretakers. Sophie seemed
to appear out of nowhere just as the final cat from
the original colony was trapped and placed into
ACR’s fostering program. She went on to have four
kittens that were all successfully adopted through
ACR, and was then trapped, spayed and released
back and to be joined by a grey, male tabby named
Sal. Sophie’s talkative nature drew other residents to
begin feeding her, and as it became apparent that the
regeneration of the neighbourhood would soon reach
the building she and Sal used as shelter, a group of
ACR volunteers came together to trap and relocate
the cats. Sophie proved to be a difficult cat to trap.
However, after nearly two years of trying, Sophie
and Sal are both safe and have been relocated to a
stable north of Toronto. Though everyone involved in
Sophie’s care knows the stable is a wonderful forever
home for her, she is greatly missed. Her trapping
marks the end of the Distillery District colony.
Here’s a photo of the team that trapped Sophie at the
Distillery, Marianne Premuzic, Jennie Payne, Daniel
Belanger and Jennifer Modica celebrating at the Mill
Street Brewing Pub, along with a photo of Sophie in
her old haunts.

Kensington

The Kensington feeders are seeing fewer cats on the
Kensington route these days because many of the

regular cats have found homes. Last September, a
smallish black cat named Somersault was adopted
by one of our feeders (and renamed Catherine). A
gorgeous young brown Tabby named Tabitha was
rescued by another one of our feeders and has since
been adopted. In February, a 15-year-old long-haired
black cat named Mum was rescued. Today, Mum
has been renamed Kuro (which means “black” in
Japanese) and sleeps in a warm bed every night
curled up beside her new “Mom”.
Toby, another black cat with raggedy ears and a white
spot on his chest is doing much better now that he is
living indoors as a much loved ACR foster cat. Toby
has FIV and so it was especially bad for him to be
living outside. In our quest to find Toby a home, he
has become a little bit famous. Toby was featured
on ACR’s website, newsletter and Facebook page
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and was mentioned on CP24’s Animal House Calls
television show and in The Grid, a Toronto weekly
magazine and website.
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There are sad stories too. It’s been more than a year
since the feeders have seen an elderly tabby named
Meredith. Nor are we seeing an all grey cat with a
bent tail who was affectionately known as Bear or
“Bent Tail Kitty”. Most heartbreaking and tragic of all
was the rescue of a smallish and very affectionate
orange tabby named Daisy in April. Still just a kitten,
Daisy had “Feline Infectious Peritonitis” (FIP), a fatal
disease that causes much suffering. Daisy had to be
“put to sleep” so she would not have to suffer any
more. Daisy is greatly missed.
Many thanks goes out to the 15 wonderful and
dedicated feeders and a talented new trapping
coordinator who take care of the cats on Kensington
each and every day.

McRoberts Colony
The McRoberts colony has a continuous stream of newcomers, mostly friendly strays that we spay/neuter and
try to find good homes for, along with some ferals that individual neighbours have agreed to care for. The main
colony at St. Clair continues to be maintained daily and the cats have become somewhat of an attraction on
the main street and always have a few people stopping to feed or pet them. Joanne, the colony caretaker, has
been fortunate to enlist the help of two of her neighbours who now assist in feeding and trapping which helps
enormously. She has also had the memo she delivers to residents translated into Portuguese in order to reach
more people and educate them about the work that is being done in the community.

Ossington-Bloor
It’s been a pretty quiet year on the Ossington-Bloor route. All of the ferals are now TNR’d and the population is
stable. Everyone is doing well.
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the Co-op Cats
spay-neuter campaign
Annex Cat Rescue has initiated a special
campaign this year to spay/neuter the indooroutdoor cats in the Atkinson Co-op Housing
Development. The Atkinson Co-op is located
along the Kensington feeding route near
Kensington Market and Chinatown. It is being
targeted because it is home to many free-roaming
cats who are not already spayed or neutered.

of more than 500 cats in Toronto’s Regent Park
and is being carried out with the cooperation and
support of the Atkinson Co-op Property Manager
and Board of Directors, The Toronto Humane
Society, The Toronto Feral Cat TNR Coalition and
Toronto Street Cats. Annex Cat Rescue would
like to acknowledge the generous support of the
Build-A-Bear, Bear Hugs Foundation for funding
this campaign. We hope to be able to provide a
full report on the success of this campaign in next
year’s highlights.

“Co-op Cats” is being modelled on a similar
campaign that has resulted in the spay-neuter

fundraising and
special events
ACR’s Special Event volunteers continued to
provide strong representation at regional events
this year. Events provide opportunities to promote
ACR, educate the public on feral cat colonies
and the TNR program, offer handmade items and
raise funds, recruit volunteers and promote the
adoption of ACR cats. These events require a
tremendous amount of planning and coordination,
and many very reliable volunteers. Many thanks to
the wonderful volunteers who contributed to these
events!
We currently have 22 permanent donation boxes
around the City in various vet offices and shops,
12 of which offer our famous catnip “sausage”

toys. All donations are welcome. As a registered
charity, we issue tax receipts for donations of $10
or more.
These are just a few of the major fundraising
events organized by ACR volunteers this past
year:
• Vegetarian Food Fair
• Pawsway weekend events
• St. Lawrence Market
• CNE Cat Show
• Artisan’s Fair, Tranzac Club

our website

Our website showcases the cats and kittens available for adoption and includes success stories,
newsletters, upcoming events, donation and volunteer opportunities, cat care tips and more! Visit us at
http:\\www.annexcatrescue.ca
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stories
Toby’s Story

By Meredith Rappaport

Toby is a handsome tuxedo boy with big black
paws, big expressive eyes, and a big friendly purr.
His big outgoing personality wins over everyone
he meets and he is a big fan of cuddling, too.
And if he could talk, Toby would have a big story
to tell you. His ragged, frostbitten ears and deep,
wise gaze offer a glimpse into the hardships of
Toby’s life before rescue, but this resilient cat’s
capacity to forgive is simply astounding. Despite
his tumultuous past, since his rescue, Toby has
proven that he still trusts the people in his world
to do right by him. He is an optimistic guy who
appreciates the simple joys of watching the
exciting view through a screened window, basking
in a beam of sunshine, and snuggling into a warm
lap for attention and pets. Affectionate Toby just
loves to be loved.
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Asked to describe Toby, without hesitation his
temporary foster mom gushes, “He is the sweetest
cat you’ll ever meet!” She adds: Relaxed.
Charmer. Loves to cuddle. Indeed, everyone
who meets this cat is positively smitten with him.
Toby’s nine years of life have been rough and
outwardly, he looks every bit a street-smart alley
cat. But don’t be fooled by Toby’s appearance; this
whiskered sweetheart is as friendly as they come.
Early in life, Toby was abandoned and left to fend
for himself in downtown Toronto. Over the years,
he was spotted by animal rescue volunteers
wandering through several monitored cat colonies
enduring the harsh realities of outdoor cat life —
driving rain, brutal cold, aching hunger; and still he
forgives. Then, in the summer of 2011, Toby was
forced to confront death more closely than any
young cat should when he was picked up at Front
and Bathurst and left at Toronto Animal Services
(TAS). At TAS, Toby was moments from being
euthanized (he had already been anesthetized
in preparation) when a sharp-eyed veterinary
technician noticed that he was ear-tipped — a
universal sign in the animal rescue community
that a cat is neutered and lives in a monitored cat
colony. The procedure was halted immediately
and after receiving basic veterinary care, Toby
was returned to a cat colony that he was known
to frequent. Finally, in the fall of 2012, Toby was
discovered among feral cats by an Annex Cat
Rescue volunteer who recognized right away
that this handsome tuxedo cat was not feral at
all. In fact, she realized, Toby was in need of
care, so she scooped him up and rushed him to
a veterinarian. That fateful day was the end of
Toby’s old life as an outdoor stray cat, and the
beginning of Toby’s new life as an indoor foster
cat with Annex Cat Rescue.
Unfortunately, being forced to survive outdoors
for years after being abandoned has inevitably
affected Toby’s health. A medical test revealed
that he has feline immunodeficiency virus
(FIV). Having FIV also means that Toby is more
sensitive than most cats to viruses and respiratory
infections, which can cause a bit of wheezy-
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breathing. A quality diet and a low-stress environment
will reduce the effects of FIV and will greatly improve
Toby’s quality of life, although he’s certainly not a
complainer!
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Despite some lingering health issues, Toby is a
content cat who enjoys indoor living. His wonderful
new foster mom recently reported that Toby is doing
well overall. She had to take him to the vet recently
because he had been throwing up persistently. The
veterinarian has put Toby on Prescriptions dry and
wet food and so he is much better. “He plays with his
ball very energetically, he is a character and such a
pleasure to have around!”, she said.

Taming a Feral Cat: Gingerale’s
Story
By Christine DeMerchant

This kitten attached himself to another of the colony’s
cats. One Ear is a rough and tumble Tomcat and
surprisingly he took the kitten under his wing. This
involved some protection, some mentoring and great
games. It also involved the kitten in long rambles
when One Ear went around protecting his turf and
fighting. After this happened I saw more of the kitten
because One Ear would bring him when he came for
supper.
I captured both cats with the intention of neutering
them. I was afraid the kitten might be a girl cat and
I did not want kittens around. One Ear had been
furiously fighting everyone and needed neutering as
well.

A tiny kitten started showing up at the feeding station
shortly in the new year. I estimated he was no older
than 8 weeks. He was very wild and I rarely saw
more than a flash of him for the first couple of weeks.
He was very hungry and thin but seemed healthy
otherwise. He did not come every day. Because he
was so young the older cats of the colony did not
attack or drive him away.

After a couple of days I released One Ear back to the
outside. He was too wild to tame. I wanted to try to
tame the kitten before I released him. He was about 5
months old and this is usually too late to tame easily
but I wanted to give it a try.
I set up a puppy crate in the bathroom because it is
a small and safe room and can be closed off. I made
a point of coming into the bathroom often and talking
to him as much as possible. After a week he started
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staying out when I came in, later he did not hide when
I put food in the cage.
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Once he was comfortable with me in the room I
opened the bathroom door and allowed the other
cats to come and inspect him. The kitten was not
particularly afraid of the other cats and was very
interested. I started playing with the big cats in the
bathroom, and brushing them. I have one cat, Jenny,
who is very vocal and this was great fun for the kitten.

He was quickly comfortable to come and get petted
when I was reading on my bed and soon I could walk
around without him running away. We spent a lot of
time playing with his ball. He actually brings it to me
to throw. He is a golden retriever cat! He naturally
fetches and brings his ball to me hoping I will throw it.
I did not teach him this. I guess I would throw the ball
when I was taming him and he learned to bring back
the ball and wait till I threw it. Cute! He gets all tired
and out of breath.

After a short while the kitten would play with a long
handled cat toy through the bars as long as another
cat was around. At that point I gave him a cat toy in
his cage. It’s a ball inside a round track. He had much
fun with this. I started playing with him with the cage
door open (but the bathroom door closed in case

After a week in the bedroom I just opened the door
to the house and let him explore. He had a glorious
time and played himself silly. At this point I allow him
out during the day and keep him in at night. I still want
him to enjoy being petted and play with me. My house
is huge and a cat can disappear for days if they want.
Gingerale is a charming little cat. He is smart, fast,
playful and learns very quickly. He is not perfect. He
does play more roughly than I would like but he is
learning. I was able to tame him fairly quickly because
of his very sociable temperament, and I have some
experience. I think he will be a very good pet and one
with a superb personality.
After 6 weeks Gingerale is a spark of joy in the house.
Curious, happy and friendly he is a tame cat! He has
not shown any great inclination to be a lap cat but
he comes when called and loves a quiet cuddle. He
adores playing ball though.

he bolted). I would touch him with the handle of the
toy and eventually with my hand. He did not like this
much but was not hugely worried either.

Gingerale is now up for adoption. With the right kind
of adoptive parents he would be just fine and they
would get a good chance to bond with him. Gingerale
has not been used to children so he will definitely not
“get” kids.

Once I could touch him, I gave him the freedom of
the bathroom. He was careful at first but soon was
playing up a storm with me. I also allowed Winston
in with him to amuse him and help socialize him.
The kitten was always more comfortable with me if
another cat was around.
He gradually became more at ease with me in the
room and if I quietly sat down, would allow me to pet
him. I could also carefully lift him onto my lap and pet
him there. When he allowed me to pet him and play
with him with some confidence, I brought him into my
bedroom - another room that closes. It is larger than
the bathroom and I can leave the door slightly open
for him to talk to other cats. They played through the
gap without having to deal with each other too much.
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Captain Jim
Captain Jim was first spotted in early 2011 in the
neighbourhood of one of our ACR volunteers. At the
time, he wasn’t neutered, he was covered head-totoe in infected scratches and open bite wounds, and
he was starving. Not to mention the matted fur and
dirt. Initially, the goal was to get him to the vet to be
neutered and his injuries taken care of.
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ACR’s foster homes were bursting at the seams with
kittens and we did not have a foster home available
for him, so a plea went out. Thankfully a wonderful
friend of our volunteers stepped forward to welcome
this scraggly fellow into her home. With a few months
of TLC, Captain Jim has completely transformed.
Despite the FIV, he is doing amazingly well! It’s
positively incredible the difference that proper vet
care, nutrition, and TLC can make in the life of a cat!

To our surprise, this rough
looking tom cat was
completely socialized.
After some time, he’d
come visit twice a day,
every day, and roll around
on his back for belly rubs.
He loves, loves, loves
people! Captain Jim was
“trapped” (picked up and
placed in a carrier) and
went off to the vet. While he was there, he got his
wounds checked out, was neutered, vaccinated and
treated for fleas. His bloodwork was also taken and it
was determined that sadly he was FIV+.

Abandoned Animals
During the week of October 8th, 2012, a pet owner
packed up an entire apartment and moved out,
leaving one dog and 17 cats and kittens behind. It
was five days before anyone came to their rescue and
by then they weren’t in good shape. The animals were
terribly lonely, frightened and half-starved. They didn’t
have food or water so they drank from the toilet bowl.
The water was contaminated with a blue cleaning
agent and they all became sick. Sadly, some of the
kittens didn’t make it.
Partnering with other local animal rescues, ACR was
able to take in several of the cats and kittens. We are
happy to report that Mattie and her litter of six kittens
(The Rascals - Minx, Jinx, Gypsy, Rogue, Scamp,
Maverick), have all been adopted! Violet and her two
kittens - Groucho and Harpo have also found loving,
permanent homes.
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Emily and her Kittens
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Emily is an absolutely gorgeous and affectionate
dilute tortie with beautiful big golden eyes and
adorable ears. She was brought to the Toronto
Humane Society with her litter of three kittens: James,
Morgan and Billy. She was a fabulous mom to her
kittens and they are extremely well behaved, sweet
and playful.
Emily and her kittens were transferred to Annex Cat
Rescue. They are a wonderful addition to their foster
home. Emily wants nothing more than to be petted
and loved. She immediately lies on her side when
you approach, wanting pets and cuddles. Emily loves
other cats and is very curious about her surroundings.
She’s very playful and enjoys all toys, particularly
balls and wand toys.
James and Morgan are bonded brothers, which
is quite unusual for such a young age. They do
absolutely everything together and cry if they don’t
see each other for more than a few minutes. Billy
is an incredibly special kitten – she has been very
social since she ware barely over a month old. She
just loves hanging out with her humans, she’s a little
shadow!
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thank you to our
wonderful volunteers!
Every spring and summer (known as “kitten season” to
cat rescue volunteers), ACR works to facilitate the rescue,
socialization, and adoption of some of the thousands of
kittens born outdoors. ACR extends a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to
its volunteers, donors, and community partners, who all work
together to write the ‘happy endings’ to countless other cats’
and kittens’ stories.
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financial
summary

2012 Financial Summary

Year Ended
December 31, 2012

Year Ended
December 31, 2011

Revenues
Adoption Fees
Donations
Fundraising
Interest
Membership Dues
Coin Boxes

33,335
67,602
8,004
821
330
8,158

30,995
64,448
2,923
652
270
7,268

118,250

106,556

112
473
39
150
3,251
3,382
18,270
771
10
51,980

112
1,458
9
2,105
3,707
19,324
603
141
57,773

78,438

85,232

Surplus (Deficit) for the period

39,812

21,324

Opening Surplus (Deficit)

73,966

52,642

113,778

73,966

Revenue total
Operating Expenses
Accounting Expense
Advertising Expense
Bank Charges
Charitable Transfer
Fundraising Expense
Miscellaneous
Supplies
Administration
Transportation Expense
Veterinary Services
Expense total

Ending Surplus (Deficit)
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