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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR
Dear Supporters,
Thank you for taking the time to read
about Annex Cat Rescue’s work in
2014. Over the following pages you
will be inspired by the tremendous
efforts of our volunteers, the generosity
of our donors and supporters, and the
impact that we have had together on
the lives of homeless cats. You can
catch up with our long-time colony
residents, as well as meet some of
the lucky cats who moved from life
on the streets into loving foster and
forever homes in 2014. You will learn
how carefully we have stewarded
your financial contributions, stretching
every dollar to help as many cats as
possible. And I hope you will be
motivated to take action today to help
our city’s homeless cats (hint: page
25 suggests a number of ways that
you can help in 5 minutes or less).
This was another incredible year for
Annex Cat Rescue. Every feral cat we
care for and every lost or abandoned
cat we rescue teaches us how
life-changing our work is to
the cats that rely on us. Our
success is measured in the
lives we save, the pain we
relieve, and the trust that we help
abused and scared cats regain — all
of which go so far beyond numbers.
However, I think you will agree that
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the snapshot of our work and impact
on page 8 is inspiring, especially
considering that Annex Cat Rescue
is run entirely by volunteers.
I also want to draw your attention to
some of Annex Cat Rescue’s
organizational accomplishments in
2014, which will help us do even
more for Toronto’s homeless cats:
We welcomed the OssingtonHarbord, Greenwood & Gerrard West,
Greenwood & Gerrard East, and
Cherry Street colonies (and their
talented and committed volunteers!)
into the Annex Cat Rescue family,
strengthening our collective efforts
We continued to build a strong
relationship with the Toronto Humane
Society, who welcomed 50
cats rescued by Annex Cat
Rescue volunteers into
their adoption program
We became a PetSmart
Charities of Canada adoption
partner and partnered with the
PetSmart Stockyards store to conduct
quarterly in-store adoption events,
including our most successful adopta-thon ever on November 15 and 16,
when we found loving forever homes
for 12 lucky cats!
We continued to strengthen our foster
team and expand our foster capacity
by introducing a foster liaison program

We introduced a successful cat
marketing program and leveraged our
strong social media presence to help
our cats find their perfect
forever families faster —
allowing other needy cats
move into our foster program
more quickly.
All aspects of Annex Cat Rescue’s
work to help our city’s homeless cats
rely on the time, skill and commitment
of hundreds of volunteers, who
together coordinate and implement
Annex Cat Rescue’s colony care,
foster, and adoption programs; keep
Annex Cat Rescue’s daily operations
going and finances in order; and keep
us in touch with the public and our
partners through our stray-feral
inquiries line, social media, and events.
I have been honoured to work with
this inspiring and talented group,
and offer my heartfelt gratitude to
each of our committed volunteers
for your dedication to improving the
lives of Toronto’s homeless cats.
Our work would also not be possible
without the incredible generosity of
our veterinary clinic partners, our
hundreds of individual donors, and
our business supporters. We are truly
thankful for your continued faith in
Annex Cat Rescue’s work, and your
unwavering commitment to providing
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the resources that enable us to help
cats in need.
Toronto is incredibly fortunate to have
such a cooperative and cohesive
animal rescue community, where our
municipal animal control, humane, and
rescue organizations work together
to improve the lives of, and create
second chances for cats. Annex Cat
Rescue is not the largest of these
groups, but we are passionate about
our mandate to improve the lives of
the cats living on Toronto’s streets,
and we fill a valuable niche in our
city’s cat rescue partnership. We know
that you share our passion for and
dedication to improving the lives of
Toronto’s homeless cats, and with your
continued support, we look forward
to touching even more lives in 2015.
Sincerely,

Jacqueline Chan
Chair, Board of Directors
Annex Cat Rescue
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VISION
A city where all cats - whether
they are feral, stray or owned are loved and cared for.

MISSION
Annex Cat Rescue is a network
of 300 volunteers working to
help homeless cats in our city.

VALUES
Compassion
Respect

Cooperation

Dedication

Integrity

Buttercup
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HISTORY & FUTURE
Annex Cat Rescue was founded in 1997 when several residents of
“The Annex” neighbourhood, located in downtown Toronto, joined
together to care for a local feral cat colony. Over the years, Annex
Cat Rescue’s service area, both for cats and volunteers, has grown
to span the city.
In 1999, the Canada Revenue Agency granted Annex Cat Rescue
charity status (charity registration #871653945 RR 0001). An inaugural
Board of Directors was elected and a governing philosophy was
formalized through our constitution, by-laws and guidelines.
Over the past 18 years, Annex Cat Rescue has provided compassionate
cat rescue work in Toronto focusing forging partnerships to help the
most vulnerable cats in our city. Our strength comes from our network
of volunteers and our work is only possible due to to the generosity
of our donors and supporters who work tirelessly to improve the
lives of cats in our city.

HoneyGirl
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Stumpy

OUR PROGRAMS
Feral Colony Care
“Feral” cats are the free-roaming, wild offspring of domestic cats that
have been abandoned or lost. Feral cats may have been wild for several
generations and they tend to live in colonies throughout the city in
back alleys, parks, garages or wherever they can find shelter and
food. Annex Cat Rescue believes that all cats deserve humane and
compassionate care. Our feral colony care teams, including feeders
and trappers, provide care to the feral cat colonies — feeding them,
trapping them and arranging spaying/neutering. These volunteers
also monitor colonies and arrange veterinary care for any injured or
ill cats. Annex Cat Rescue has a strict no-kill policy and only
euthanizes cats on purely compassionate grounds.

TNR Program
Since a female cat can have two or three litters of kittens each year,
she can exponentially produce thousands of offspring in a short time.
This is exceptionally hard for the mother, and many of the kittens will
perish through starvation, freezing, and attacks by humans and predators.

Annex Cat Rescue intervenes in this tragic cycle of suffering and
reduces the number of cats living on Toronto’s streets through our
Trap-Neuter/(Spay)-Return (TNR) program. While the cat populations
at most of our colonies are now stable after many years of care, our
Annex Cat Rescue does not operate a shelter. Instead, all our cats are dedicated colony and trapping volunteers work hard to TNR new feral
provided homes within our network of volunteer foster homes. This
cats that find our colonies each year. Our volunteers also help support
prevents the behavioural problems that develop when cats are caged concerned members of the public with the process of TNR’ing feral
for long periods of time. Our foster home strategy also prevents the cats in their communities, primarily through our Feral/Stray Info-Line.
spread of infectious diseases. While in the foster home environment, Annex Cat Rescue is an active member of the Toronto Feral Cat Coalition,
cats’ temperaments are analyzed to ensure that cats are adopted into where we work with Toronto Animal Services, the Toronto Humane
the most suitable forever homes. Through home visits, prospective
Society, the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,
adopters can interact directly with our cats in a setting similar to their Toronto Street Cats, Toronto Cat Rescue, and other rescue groups
own homes. This foster care strategy is how Annex Cat Rescue is truly to compassionately address feral cat overpopulation in our city. Three
“cat adoption with a difference.” In the eighteen years since our founding, of the resources introduced through the Toronto Feral Cat Coalition
Annex Cat Rescue has placed nearly 3,000 cats and kittens in screened, are a network of free feral spay/neuter and vaccination clinics, the
permanent, loving homes!

Foster Homes
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Arrow

Feral-Stray “Info-Line”
Annex Cat Rescue’s Feral/Stray Info-Line (accessible by emailing
ferals@annexcatrescue.ca) is an invaluable community service that
indirectly or directly helped an estimated 420 cats in 2014. Annex
Toronto Feral Cat Recovery Centre, and the Trap-Neuter-Return workshop, Cat Rescue is contacted every day by members of the public
which teaches members of the public how to care for feral cats, and looking for assistance with feral or stray cats in their neighbourhood.
Our dedicated volunteers learn about their situations, educate them
gives them access to the free spay/neuter clinics, recovery space,
about feral cats and the resources available to them, and coach
traps, and cat food donations. Many Annex Cat Rescue volunteers
have taken and highly recommend the workshop, which is taught by them through the process. In special situations, Annex Cat Rescue’s
volunteers lend community members traps, or step in to provide
Toronto Feral Cat Project volunteers.
hands-on assistance.
The Toronto Humane Society’s free feral spay/neuter and vaccination
Our Feral/Stray Info-Line volunteers have found that a little education
clinic has also been incredibly valuable to Annex Cat Rescue. It is
easily accessible by our trapping volunteers, and its flexibility recognizes can go a long way. One common type of inquiry we receive is from
and supports the inherent unpredictability of feral cat trapping efforts. concerned community members who have rescued a stray cat that
Almost all of the feral cats that Annex Cat Rescue has spayed/neutered then tested positive for Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV). By
providing a thorough description of FIV and links to additional resources
this year have gone through the Toronto Humane Society’s clinic,
improving the efficiency of our trapping process, and saving valuable on the topic, our volunteers have been able to help people feel more
funds that we have then been able to use to help other cats in need. at ease with the diagnosis, and give them the confidence to keep the
From all of us at Annex Cat Rescue, thank you to the Toronto Humane cat or find it an adoptive home. We also get numerous inquiries from
community members who are motivated to help the cats in their
Society for your much appreciated support.
neighbourhoods, and just need a little coaching to get started. They
then go on to rescue and TNR many cats in need, and some even
become Annex Cat Rescue volunteers. This is the ultimate goal of the
Feral/Stray Info-Line: empowering members of the public to take action
themselves to improve the lives of stray and feral cats in their communities.

Twin, Bibsy & Stella
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95
Cats

highlights from 2014

180

56
adopted in pairs

BY THE NUMBERS

85
Kittens

6.5
average age

Cats Adopted
20

by foster home

160
by non-foster home

124
adopted as single

35
cats socialized

cats in each feral colony:
Danforth-Chester

Greenwood & Gerrard W

Greenwood & Gerrard E

South Riverdale

Cherry Street

Christie—Bloor

5
15
13
13
16
5

Bloor—Ossington

2

Bathurst—College

2

Ossington—Harbord

3

Kensington

Richmond

Chinatown

14
8
12

133

273

spay/neuter

veterinary care

50

138

THS intakes

cats fed
in colonies

420

cats helped through
feral-stray infoline
(approximately)

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR FERAL COLONIES
Chinatown

Crazy Legs

The Chinatown colony feral feeders
continued their great teamwork
throughout the past year. In 2014,
we welcomed several new feeders
to the Chinatown team and gave
our thanks to several longstanding
feeders who retired from the route.
The tireless work of our volunteers
was evident from the survival rate of
the cats through one of the most
brutal winters on record. Every single
one of our feral wards lived to welcome

the spring of 2014, including
Orange Girl—the elder and
matriarch of the Chinatown cats.
Whereas feral cats like Orange Girl
are long-term wards of Annex Cat
Rescue, other individuals are merely
on loan to us. Crazy Legs, renamed
Willow for her resilience, was one such
cat. A grey medium-hair tormented
by fleas and suffering from abrasions,
Crazy Legs was a stray living in one
of the filthiest, most squalid areas of
the Chinatown route. Local residents
claimed her behaviour was “erratic,”
reinforcing a suspicion Crazy Legs
might have turned feral after losing
the home she’d once known. But a
kind and determined Chinatown
volunteer proved them wrong. For
months, this feeder dedicated herself
to earning Crazy Legs’ trust while at
the same time trying to get her to a
vet. We knew Crazy Legs had given

birth to—and lost—litters of kittens
in the past, and another pregnancy
was suspected. When Crazy Legs
finally made the trip to the vet, she
surprised everyone on two counts:
she wasn’t pregnant, and she wasn’t
feral. Very quickly, Crazy Legs became
Willow, a loving foster cat who slept
by her foster mother’s side. The
terrifying life she’d known on the
streets was behind her.

Crazy Legs wasn’t the only Chinatown
success story of 2014. Litter mates
Riley and Honey were saved from the
streets early enough to be socialized
and placed in foster care. Patches,
a black and white male ruthlessly
abandoned by his owners when
they moved house, took refuge in
one of our winter shelters and was
rescued from a cruel life outdoors.
Also in 2014, we became aware of
an extremely timid feral cat—a black
male appropriately named Midnight
—who was unneutered and without a
reliable source of food or shelter. Thanks
to the Chinatown volunteers, Midnight
is now neutered and vaccinated,
fed daily, and provided with his very
own insulated winter quarters. We
rarely catch a glimpse of him, but
it’s enough to know that he’s there.
Some readers might remember last
year’s story about Charlie, a Chinatown

Orange Girl
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Bathurst-College

Charlemegne

street cat, except that he disappears
under the couch when anyone else
is here!”

male who was only partially socialized
but found refuge indoors with an Annex
Cat Rescue caregiver experienced with
feral cats. Charlie soon took to his
foster mom, and she to him, and he
quickly became a permanent member
of her household. In 2014, Charlie’s
caregiver said of him, “He is the love
of my life. He loves being cuddled
and carried around and fussed over.
You’d never guess that he was a

As we conclude our report on the
Chinatown ferals of 2014, we
celebrate the happy endings of
Crazy Legs, Charlie, Patches, Riley
and Honey, and renew our dedication
to cats like Midnight who have
recently begun to rely on our care.
Many of the Chinatown feral cats
are living into the double digits,
with Orange Girl, now the eldest,
still thriving at the age of 17–far
beyond the average life expectancy
of 2 to 5 years for a feral cat.

We are still down to only two resident
kitties at Bathurst-College (from the
original 11). Tabby and Lilybelle have
been there for approximately eight
years and the feeders are very fond
of them. They both appear to be doing
well and we were glad to see they
both survived another harsh winter.
Though it seems sad sometimes that
there are only two left, the colony is
actually a success story in the making,

photographed by Rondi Adamson

Sincere thanks to all the
Chinatown feeders for their
perseverance and commitment
to the cats throughout 2014.

Tabby
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as the goal of managing feral
colonies through TNR and foster
programs is that someday there
won’t be any colonies to attend to,
and every cat will have an indoor
home. Thank you to everyone who
helps to make a difference in the
lives of Tabby and Lilybelle!

Annex Cat Rescue

Lilybelle
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Kensington

Logan

The Kensington Colony has 12 to 14
regular cats at eight feeding spots.
There are winter shelters at three of
the spots. In the fall, the shelters were
checked and the straw was replaced.
The most elaborate shelter system
is in the Atkinson complex where the
caretaker’s (Stephen McGillis) yard
is termed “Kitty City” and consists
of several warm locations and
regular food.

feeds at the spot that was added in the
autumn. There is a calico cat reported
at one of the sites, but she is not
appearing regularly enough to trap.

Changes on the route in the last year
include the addition of a spot in the
complex just north of Grange Avenue
where a couple of cats are located.
An informal survey of feeders
revealed that there have been cats
sighted in the last year at all spots
except for the parking lot behind
King’s Café. Both Cassie Shmushface
and Mystery used to frequent this
spot. Neither of the cats have been
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seen in over a year. There was some
discussion about dropping it as a spot,
but some feeders felt uncomfortable
about not feeding there so it was
maintained as an official spot.
It was a relatively slow year for
trapping. In September, it was
reported that a cat was losing fur.
This cat, Patches, was trapped and
received veterinary treatment and
she was released. Patches now

Annex Cat Rescue

One of the success stories was Logan,
a dapper grey cat with a distinguished
white moustache. He would always
approach feeders at the back of 51
Augusta and seek attention. Many
times he seemed more interested in
throwing himself at the feeder’s feet
for petting than in the food. He was
trapped and has made his way through
the foster program and was adopted.
Unfortunately there was a loss on the
route this spring. In April, one of the
Atkinson cats, Blackie, was reported
missing as he hadn’t been showing
up to eat. He was found several
weeks later in one of the shelters.
He hadn’t made it through the winter.
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Richmond

Ossington-Harbord

This year has seen many changes
at the Richmond Colony. Most
notably the continuing redevelopment
of Queen West has been changing
the landscape of the colony very
drastically. We lost the space where
our permanent shelter was located
and have been trying to negotiate a
new place for the cats to have some
refuge. The cats at the colony continue
to be seen only occasionally and
even more infrequently now that there
is lots of construction noise in the
area. Feeders have seen some of the
bolder cats lounging in a backyard
on a quieter Saturday afternoon.
Thanks to our dedicated feeders who
have been supporting the cats as
we move through these changes.

This colony has been registered with
the Toronto Feral Cat Project and
managed for several years, but just
became an official Annex Cat Rescue
colony in 2014. There are currently
three cats: Trooper (the team captain
and leader of the the gang who is a
polite boy), Stella (a well rounded
tabby female), and Buddy (quite the
chatter box and as his name suggests,
everybody’s friend).
In 2014, we were extremely sad to lose
one colony cat, Tommy. Tommy was
a timid little guy who in time warmed
up to his caretaker, welcoming the
daily wet food and warm water in the
winter plus a comfy shelter during
those colder months. He learned to
trust the human touch and soon was
more interested in getting pets before
he ate his food. He got along well
with the other cats and looked out

for them by alerting them when food
arrived or if a mean owned cat was
upon them. Over the last four years he
enjoyed many sunny, lazy days with
his buddies and was sadly missed
by them and his caretakers when
he fell ill. Tommy will always have a
special place in all of our hearts.
With a dedicated group of volunteers,
this is an example of a well-managed
colony, with healthy, happy cats, a
stable population and a supportive
community. Thank you to everyone
who has helped to care for this colony!

Tommy
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Christie-Bloor

Luis (aka Lucy)

The colony remains stable, with five
regular cats at our main feeding spot
(Beauty, Stella, Bibsy, Twin and Jessie)
and several others who are
occasionally seen. Neighbours work
with us to care for the cats at two
other feeding spots. There have been
no kittens in our colony since 2012.
Beauty has scared us a couple of
times by getting locked into a garage
— luckily with the cooperation of
the home owner she was released.

cat!), but no owner. As we prepared
to take Luis into our foster/adoption
program, his owner was found. Luis
had traveled several kilometres
from his new home back to his old
neighbourhood and had been lost
for months. A happy reunion followed,
with promises to keep Luis indoors
from now on. Madison’s story was
another happy ending: a sleek black
cat, he showed up at our main feeding

Although life was relatively uneventful
for most of our feral cats in 2014, we
were able to help two tame newcomers in the summer – Luis and
Madison. Luis (at first known as
“Lucy”) had been reported to us by
two neighbours who had been
feeding him. After a flyer campaign,
we found yet another neighbour
who was feeding him (Luis is a smart
Beauty
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spot on August 17th – Black Cat
Appreciation Day — very friendly,
thin and hungry. He was taken into
our foster program and eventually
adopted into a loving home. We
also helped two local residents to
feed and trap Penny, a stray cat
they had been feeding who was ill;
Penny recovered and is now quite
comfortable in their home.
Thank you to all of the volunteers
who have helped to care for the cats
in this colony and the neighbours
who support us! Together we have
made the lives of our community
cats safer and healthier.

Madison
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Bloor-Ossington

In existence for several years, the
Bloor-Ossington Colony is now small
(two stops!) but includes two longtime street cats – “the Church cats”,
who count on us for food. Two former
colony cats, Pickles and Coal, were
rescued as kittens six years ago and
now live with the Colony Coordinator.
This winter we put in a small shelter
under the steps of a church and it
was so heartwarming to catch a
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Pickles & Coal

peek of one of our little charges
using it to keep herself warm.
Thanks to our volunteer team who
ploughed through mounds of snow
to help sustain our colony cats
throughout the terrible winter.

Danforth-Chester
Time and again I am reminded that,
despite the occasional heartbreak,
few things are more cheering than
feeding homeless cats. At the end of
a painful day where I was certain I had
sabotaged my chances at landing
my dream job — Skype interview
ravaged with technical problems,
sudden inability to speak English
coherently — I lugged my sad sack
self to Chester and Danforth where
five ridiculously sweet/playful/
bashful/precocious cats (Elmo,
Bandit, Spot 2, Baby and Stinky for
those keeping score) queue daily
for food passed through an
unremarkable hole in a fence by a
small army of volunteers.
Frisky paw-swipes and head-scratches
ensued…and for the first time all
soul-sucking day, I completely forgot
about the stupid ruined job interview.

Annex Cat Rescue

I felt far too appreciated, and humbled
by the cats’ simple joy at eating a meal
from cardboard plates. The irony? I
got the job. I’d like to think those
five felines transmitted something
good about me to the employment
karma gods. Even if they didn’t, I
wouldn’t trade time with them for a
CEO’s salary. Though I would buy
fancier kibble…
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South Riverdale
South Riverdale remains healthy and
well-fed but of course there always
seem to be few stragglers left to be
TNR’d — we think there are only two
left now that we have full census of
the colony, but there does seem to
be a mystery male black cat, not from
this colony, who shows up from time
to time, we’ll lump him in with the
rest of course.
We’ve had some successes over
the last year with getting a few of

Iris

the friendlier ones off the street and
into foster homes. Mimo, Iris, Nigel
and the most recent one, Harvey.
Harvey has turned into a really special
cat. He was initially not identified as
suitable for adoption and appeared
completely feral, however, over the
winter he developed a terrible eye
infection so we had to trap him for
treatment, which resulted in the loss
of his eye unfortunately. While he was
recovering we discovered that he was
a very social cat so we were able to
place him in foster care and now,
happy to report he has been officially
adopted and is very comfortably
living in his new home with three cats
and a DOG. At first his new feline
roommates spent a great deal of
time staring at him closely with some
confusion. We’re happy to report
that he has won them over and now
spends most days chasing and

Harvey
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wrestling with his new companions.
His new owners are delighted,
three tries to finally get a cat that
likes to snuggle.
On a not so positive note, one very
serious issue facing the colony is the
sale of the lot that they live on to a
developer. The house on the lot is
now abandoned and occupied by
the colony, but the developer takes
possession in June which means
the colony will lose their home. The
caretakers are going to be soon
arranging a neighbourhood
meeting to try to work out some
solutions. We will keep you posted.

Nigel & Harvey

Annex Cat Rescue
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Greenwood & Gerrard East

Scout

Groucho

What started as one person feeding 30
cats in 2007, is now 10 caregivers
and 13 cats. We have worked hard to
adopt out those who wanted a home
and to move the remaining gang from
a parking lot to a privately owned
property. We have an eight foot
feeding station to protect them when
eating and plenty of shelters as a warm
bed on those cold days and nights.
2014 brought joy, tragedy and
financial & physical support to our

Crystal, a lovely 12 year old calico
who endured almost a full dental
extraction. She is in assessment to
see if the ‘indoor’ life is for her.

colony. First the good stuff: We were
very lucky to be invited under the
Annex Cat Rescue umbrella —
something that has given such relief.
It has enabled us to keep our cats
vetted without the worry of where
the money will come from.
We managed to get two more of our
colony cats off the street as well as
two abandoned females and two
kittens. One of the colony cats is
Hopalong who has been renamed

Alastor. He lived 10 of his 11 years on
the street in pain, having been hit by
a car and a broken leg that never
properly healed.
What a trooper he was, having his leg
amputated and then going indoors
for life. He is happy and healthy living
his senior years in a loving family.
Gus...well he too is off the street,
living with senior ailments in his
foster home...waiting for his forever
family. We are currently working with

Now the sad stuff: we lost three of our
lovely girls...Lemon due to what we
believe to be severe stomatitis, Pepper
her daughter from congestive heart
failure and the lovely Torti, who was
hit by a car. As well the boys...
Brutus, Spike and Winston who
were taken by illnesses. We miss
them all terribly.
Another year under way, having made
it through a flood throughout the
colony in March, we will continue
with the help of Annex Cat Rescue,
to watch over and help the cats get
through 2015 safely.

Crystal
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Greenwood & Gerrard West

Cherry Street

The Greenwood & Gerrard West
colony is a new addition for Annex
Cat Rescue this year. The main caretaker for the colony, Bob, had already
previously spayed and neutered the
colony through different avenues
including Toronto Animal Services and
the Toronto Street Cats Spay Neuter
Clinic, but had also been helped by
Annex Cat Rescue to find extra
volunteers to help feed at the colony,
as well as place some stray or

Cherry Street Colony has only recently
joined the Annex Cat Rescue family
and we are thrilled to be part of such
a great organization. The colony
consists of 16 cats all spayed and
neutered that live in an industrial area
in the portlands. The colony has been
there for many years and the cats are
aging, 2014 was the year our patriarch
Teddy died after complications from
a surgery that we hoped would save
him. We lost two other cats last year

abandoned cats for adoption. Since
joining with Annex Cat Rescue, they
have helped a low-income family in
the neighborhood spay and neuter
their four cats, who had been
contributing to the number of cats
in the colony on a regular basis. In
December, one of our senior cats,
Tortie Mom, developed some severe
matting of her fur. After keeping an
eye on her to see why this would
suddenly happen, it was determined
she was having some severe dental
issues, so she was trapped and
brought to the vet. She had some
teeth extracted, antibiotics, some of
her mats brushed out while under
anesthesia, spent some time in
recovery and was released back to
the colony a much happier cat. The
colony currently has approximately
15 cats who the volunteer feed,
care for and love daily.

Stubby

Tortie Mom
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as well sadly, one in the winter, and
one killed by a dog. Otherwise the
colony is stable, thanks to Annex Cat
Rescue we did dentals on two of the
cats and dealt with an injury. It is a
challenging location to feed at, the
cats are spread throughout a couple
of feeding sites and the winters are
brutal there, but the cats have shelters
and the dedicated feeders go 365
days a year to ensure the cats are
taken care of.

Annex Cat Rescue
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EVENTS
Annex Cat Rescue’s Events Team
consists of wonderful, enthusiastic
volunteers who organize special
events, coordinate Annex Cat
Rescue’s participation in events
organized by others, represent
Annex Cat Rescue at events,
transport event supplies and make
crafts to help raise funds. Events
provide opportunities to promote
Annex Cat Rescue to a diverse
audience, educate the public about
feral cats and TNR, raise funds, meet
other Annex Cat Rescue volunteers
and recruit new volunteers and
supporters, engage potential adopters,
and network with other animal
welfare organizations.

Alice

This was a very busy year for the
Annex Cat Rescue Events Team!
We participated in more shows and
street fairs this year than ever before,
including the PawsWay RescueMe
Weekend in May, the Annex Festival
on Bloor, the Pride Festival and Little
Italy Festival in June, the Canadian
National Exhibition Cat Show in
August, the Vegetarian Food Festival
and Cabbagetown Festival (on the
same weekend!) in September, the
National Women’s Show in November
and all three weekends of the Artisan’s
Gift Fair at the Tranzac Club in
December. We also assisted volunteers
who wished to organize other events
for Annex Cat Rescue’s benefit such

Jiggy

as a lunch fundraiser in June, a clothing
sale, a yard sale and holiday pet
photos. Our Craft Coordinator, Catnip
Toy Coordinator and their teams of
crafty volunteers were kept busy for
most of the year creating our wonderful
handmade catnip sausages, toys, purr
pads, cat beds, T-shirts and many
other unusual and attractive items to
help raise funds at events. The Annex
Cat Rescue Events team also helps
the Board of Directors to organize
the Annual General Meeting and
the Volunteer Social in the spring.

organization and success in finding
homes for our foster cats, but in the
fun that our volunteers were obviously
having (not to mention the lovely
craft items and baked goods for sale
at some of the events)! Annex Cat
Rescue became an official PetSmart
Adoption Partner, which allows us to
be included in PetSmart’s National
Adoption Weekend events.
Thank you to all of our volunteers
and partners who donated their
time, space or crafts for fundraising!

We had not just one, but two comedy
nights – the creations of our amazing
volunteer Sloane at Woodside
Productions. Caturday Night Live
took place in July and Feline Festivus
was in November. Both were very
successful both as fundraisers and
as hilarious entertainment!
This was also the first year that
we’ve had an official Adopt-a-thon
Coordinator; Danielle has created
and leads a team of enthusiastic
and creative volunteers. Each of the
six(!) adoption events in 2014 was
impressive not only in its superb
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PURRRFECT GIFTS
Annex Cat Rescue’s Purrrfect Gifts program gives our supporters a way
to commemorate holidays, birthdays, and other special occasions
with a gift of life-saving help for cats living on the streets. We offer
four gifts, ranging from $35 to support our purchase of winter shelters
to keep cats warm and safe through bitterly cold weather, to $150 to
sponsor the rescue of a formerly homeless cat, including spay or neuter,
vaccines, flea treatment, microchip, and foster care until they find
their forever home. You can also give a Gift of Time, rather than money,
since volunteers are at the heart of our success as an organization.
Each gift comes with the option to send the recipient an e-card or have
Annex Cat Rescue mail a beautiful card featuring one of our rescued
cats and their story, along with a certificate describing the gift.
In 2014, Annex Cat Rescue supporters gave 49 Purrrfect Gifts, raising
$3,995 for feral and rescued cats in need. The vast majority of these
are given during the December holiday season, but don’t forget that
Purrrfect Gifts are available year-round! Check them out at
http://annexcatrescue.ca/purrrfect-gifts/

Boula Boy
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breakdown of
volunteer type
Events/Crafts

COMMUNITY OF VOLUNTEERS
Annex Cat Rescue has over 300 active volunteers. The Board of
Annex Cat Rescue would like to thank all of our volunteers for their
ongoing hard work and dedication. As a 100% volunteer run organization,
volunteers are Annex Cat Rescue’s greatest asset. As Annex Cat
Rescue continues to expand, volunteers are continually needed.
Please consider sharing your time and talents with us. Here are a
few facts about Annex Cat Rescue’s volunteers:

Feeding

19%

15%
11%
8%

Fostering

35%

5%

7%

Communications
Other
Trapping/
transportation

Coordinator
# of applicants by year

92

110

72

20
2007

156

172

64

34

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014
our volunteers live all across Toronto
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WAYS YOU CAN HELP
Here are a few of the ways that you can help Annex Cat Rescue. To become
a volunteer, or learn more about these opportunities, email us at
volunteer@annexcatrescue.ca

Foster Home

Trap-Neuter/Spay-Return

Since Annex Cat Rescue does not have a shelter, we use a network of foster
homes to nurture, socialize, provide companionship, love, respect and
temporary shelter for our kittens and cats on their journey to finding forever
homes. Annex Cat Rescue pays all medical expenses. Our foster parents pay
for the food and other basic necessities, for which they can receive charitable
donation tax receipts. Foster homes must also be comfortable with having
potential adopters visit their cats, at a mutually convenient time.

Annex Cat Rescue needs volunteers to help in our Trap-Neuter/SpayReturn (TNR) program. Volunteers set traps, transport cats (in traps) to and
from vets and recovery homes, and back to their colonies. This position is
particularly ideal for volunteers who live in the downtown/west area of Toronto
where our colonies are located. Our experienced volunteers provide
training in baiting and setting traps, transporting feral cats, gaining the
cooperation of neighbours, along with all other essentials of trapping.

Recovery Home

Feral Feeding

Annex Cat Rescue needs recovery home volunteers for feral cats as part
of our TNR program. The cats need to recover from their spay/neuter
surgery in a cage in a small clean quiet secure room with a door, as the cats
will need a calm environment for their post-surgical recovery. The commitment
is no more than twenty to thirty minutes a day, with the length of stay
usually between three to 10 days.

Annex Cat Rescue often needs help to feed feral cats on several routes
within the city. A car is not necessary for this position. If you have not
helped with feral feeding before, please see the Feral Feeding Q&As on
our website to see if you think this position is right for you.
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Copywriters

Transportation

Help share the good news about Annex Cat Rescue and our work to save
cats. Copywriters contribute stories regularly for our online blog, newsletter
and for other communications, as they come up. There’s usually some
research involved with each article - such as interviewing one or two
people to get a first person account of the story before you write it up,
edit, and submit it by the deadline.

Do you have a vehicle and a couple of hours you can spare? Annex Cat
Rescue is always looking for volunteers with their own vehicle to help
transport supplies to special events, collect and distribute donated food,
pick up and drop off cats at veterinary clinics. This position does not
require a set amount of time, but as your schedule allows. If you have a
vehicle, please consider becoming a transportation volunteer.

Adoption Facilitators

Special Events

Our adoption facilitators retrieve messages from potential adopters from
our phone line or email, then conduct phone interviews to match up
successful candidates with possible adoptees for a home visit. Typically
this involves a weekly three to four hour commitment.

Each year Annex Cat Rescue participates in a number of special events such
as street festivals and craft shows, in order to educate people about the
plight of homeless cats in the Toronto area, to find homes for those who are
adoptable, to offer our own crafts and collect donations in order to pay our
expenses. We’re always in search of positive, friendly people to act as Annex
Cat Rescue Ambassadors at our tables in shifts of about two or three hours.
This is a great way to get to know fellow volunteers, helps cats by getting the
word out about our work, and encouraging new volunteers and supporters
to join us in our efforts.
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Spread the Word
Have you opened your home to an Annex Cat Rescue cat? If so, we would love to connect with you online. We love our kitties and want to keep in
touch. Please “like” the Annex Cat Rescue Facebook page and share photos, videos, stories and updates from your kitty.
Twitter users can also share updates by using any of the following hashtags: #annexcatrescue #annexcats #torontocats. Follow @annexcatrescue for
up to the minute updates. You can also use these hashtags on Instagram when sharing photos of your Annex Cat Rescue cats, and even post your
photos on our Pinterest boards.
If you aren’t interested or savvy with social media, we would still love to share your photos and updates with our network. Just email us at
communications@annexcatrescue.ca and we’ll take care of the rest.
You can also help promote our work by downloading, printing and posting our posters in your community centres, libraries and other local bulletin
boards. Visit the “Volunteer” section of our website to get started.

Storage Space/Inventory

Craft Making for Fundraising

Do you have some extra storage space in your home? Annex Cat Rescue
needs centrally located volunteers who are comfortable with regular
pick-ups and drop-offs to store items such as cat carriers, cages and litter
boxes. Maintaining and sharing an up-to-date inventory is an important
part of this role, as well as occasionally coordinating the distribution of
donated cat food.

Creative people are needed who would like to make crafts that Annex Cat
Rescue can offer at the various events we attend for fundraising purposes.
While we are always in need of crafts for cats such as knitted or crocheted
items and catnip toys, we also like to have a variety of small crafts like
jewelry, sewn items, note cards and handmade bath products available for
those looking for something non-cat related. Anything you are able to
provide will assist us in raising money for the work we do. All the money
we raise goes to helping cats.

Donation Box Monitor
Annex Cat Rescue has ongoing coin boxes and catnip toy donation baskets
in stores and vet offices around the city. A network of Annex Cat Rescue
volunteers monitor these locations, which bring in the “bread and butter”
income that Annex Cat Rescue needs in order to care for our cats. Depending
on the amount of traffic, these boxes should be emptied anywhere from
once a week to once a month. Do you, or a friend, own a store or work in
retail outlet? Is there a veterinary clinic or pet shop in your neighbourhood?
If so, please consider arranging to place one of our attractive catnip toy
baskets and/or donation boxes on the counter.
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HELP CATS IN LESS THAN 5 MINUTES!
If you have 5 minutes (or even one minute!), you can help Annex Cat Rescue improve the lives of homeless cats:

Be Social!

Help us “market” our cats!

Chances are, there is someone in your life who doesn’t know about Annex
Cat Rescue. It could be a co-worker, a friend, your local grocer, librarian or
barista. Talk to them about helping cats! They may decide to volunteer, donate
or know someone who is looking to adopt a cat.

Share Annex Cat Rescue news with your Facebook friends, especially cats up
for adoption. When we post something interesting or adorably cute on Facebook,
take a second and share it with your friends! It might lead to a forever home
for a cat in need. Encourage family, friends and colleagues to check out
adoptable cats on our website: www.annexcatrescue.ca/adopt

Give
Instead of accepting gifts at your next birthday celebration, ask that donations
be made to Annex Cat Rescue in your name. You can also arrange a payroll
deduction using your workplace’s United Way Campaign. Some workplaces
will even match employee giving, so be sure to ask your employer. Collect
Air Miles for Annex Cat Rescue by putting your membership card in your
wallet (hint: our Air Miles card is on the reverse and can be scanned at
checkout), or by quoting our Air Miles number to merchants:
8007 288 7808.

Poster
A little time spent postering can make a big impact - a poster you put up
may catch the eye of someone looking for a new best friend, leading to
happy endings for both the cat that gets adopted and the homeless cat
that gets to take its place in a safe and warm foster home. Please help us
by hanging our posters at your local pet store, vet office, grocery store,
laundromat, office bulletin board, library, community centre, coffee shop
etc. They are available for download on our website
http://annexcatrescue.ca/2010/09/posteringdistributing-brochures-2
Annual Highlights 2014

Don’t forget to mention us, or link to our website or social media accounts,
when you are talking about an Annex Cat Rescue kitty that you are fostering
or adopting. We love to know how Annex Cat Rescue kitties are doing in their
temporary and permanent homes - and it helps us find more homes for other
cats in need.
 Watch us on YouTube
 Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/AnnexCatRescue http://www.youtube.com/annexcatrescue
 Follow us on Tumblr
 Tweet us on Twitter
http://annexcatrescue.tumblr.com
http://twitter.com/annexcatrescue
 Connect with us on LinkedIn
 Check out our Pinterest Boards
http://www.pinterest.com/annexcatrescue http://www.linkedin.com/company/
annex-cat-rescue
 Follow us on Instagram
http://instagram.com/annexcatrescue  Add us to your Google+ circle
https://plus.google.com/
Review us on Yelp
107498712727024266432
http://www.yelp.ca/biz/annex-catrescue-toronto
Don’t forget to tag your former/current Annex Cat Rescue cat pics. And
ask your friends to follow us, too!
Want to make a bigger commitment?
We have volunteer opportunities that fit all skills and time commitments.
Visit www.annexcatrescue.ca/volunteer to find a role that suits you.
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OUR FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS AND PARTNERS
Annex Cat Rescue is incredibly fortunate to have such a wonderful group
of committed donors and partners. Your generous support directly enables
Annex Cat Rescue to care for feral cats, rescue and foster lost and abandoned
cats and feral kittens from our city’s streets, and help community cats in
urgent need of veterinary care. By relying on hundreds of volunteers to
deliver Annex Cat Rescue’s programs and run the organization, and partnering
with a network of caring veterinary supporters, every dollar donated to
Annex Cat Rescue is leveraged to help as many cats as possible.

Individual Donors
In 2014, 276 generous individuals made financial donations to Annex Cat Rescue.
Our donors supported Annex Cat Rescue in a number of ways, including:
Single donations
Monthly donations to sustain our rescue programs on an ongoing basis
Planned giving: donors have created a legacy of caring for cats in need by
making bequests to Annex Cat Rescue in their wills and naming Annex
Cat Rescue as a beneficiary of insurance policies and investment funds
Annex Cat Rescue also gratefully acknowledges the countless individuals
who donated cat food, supplies, and Canadian Tire money; collected Air
Miles for Annex Cat Rescue, or donated through the coinboxes and catnip
toy baskets at one of our partners or special events.
A very special thank you to our foster home and feral colony feeding volunteers
— in addition to sharing their time and love, they also purchase cat food,
litter, toys, and other supplies for the cats they care for, and generously
donate these as gifts-in-kind to Annex Cat Rescue.
Sunny
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Veterinary Clinic Partners

Pet Store and Business Supporters

Without the incredible support of our veterinary clinic partners, Annex Cat
Rescue would be able to help less than half of the cats we now care for. All
of us at Annex Cat Rescue want to give a heartfelt thank you to the teams
at the following clinics, who provided such caring, compassionate, and
professional veterinary care to cats in need in 2014.

A huge thank you to all of the businesses throughout the city that help support
Annex Cat Rescue’s feral cat care, rescue, foster, and adoption programs by
making financial donations or collecting donations from customers for Annex
Cat Rescue; donating cat food, foster supplies, event prizes, and other items;
welcoming us in store for adopt-a-thons and special events, and hosting
Annex Cat Rescue coinboxes and catnip toy donation baskets.

Banks Animal Hospital
Beaches Animal Hospital
Birch-Dan Animal Hospital
Bloorcourt Veterinary Clinic
Cloverdale Veterinary Hospital
Downtown Animal Hospital
Dundas Dovercourt
Veterinary Hospital
Dundas Euclid Animal Hospital

Bark and Meow Pet Supplies
Bay Cat Hospital
Bathurst-Dupont Animal Hospital
Distinct Hair Design
Bayview Village Animal Hospital
Chosen Vintage
Crazy Cat Lady The Web Series
El Pipil
Front Street Animal Hospital
Global Pet Foods (Annex)
Global Pet Foods (Bloor West)
Global Pet Foods (Etobicoke)
Global Pet Foods (Jarvis)
Global Pet Foods (Yonge Street)
Helmutt’s Pet Supply
Karma Co-op
Kato Animal Hospital
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Harbourfront Animal Hospital
Roncesvalles Animal Hospital
Roncy Village Veterinary Clinic
Rosedale - Moore Park
Veterinary Clinic
Sherbourne Animal Hospital
Wellesley Animal Hospital
Yorkville Animal Hospital

Annex Cat Rescue

Menagerie Pet Shop
Mykonos Restaurant
Nutrience
Pet Mama
PetSmart Stockyards
Pet Uno
Pet Valu (College)
Pet Valu (Queensway & Park Lawn)
Pet Valu (Richview Square)
Sesler & Company
Sun Life Financial (Group Retirement
Services - Business Projects &
Solutions Group)
TELUS
The Cat’s Meow Vintage
Wiener’s Home Hardware
Wooftown
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LIST OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jacqueline Chan

Joanna Reading

Chair

Member at Large

Jennifer Riley

Brianna Gare

Vice Chair

Secretary

Navjit Gill

Rosina Ramirez

Treasurer

Member at Large

Sylvester
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2014 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Revenues

Year Ended
December 31,
2014

Year Ended
December 31,
2013

Adoption Fees
Donations
Fundraising
Interest
Membership Dues
Coin Boxes
Other Income

22,175
84,556
15,843
1,543
280
8,627
0

21,395
71,360
6,515
243
230
7,499
6,000

Revenue Total

133,024

113,242

Year Ended
December 31,
2014
Surplus (Deficit)
for the period
Opening Surplus
(Deficit)
Ending Surplus
(Deficit)

Operating Expenses
Accounting Expense
Advertising Expense
Bank Charges
Charitable Transfer
Fundraising Expense*
Miscellaneous
Supplies
Administration
Transportation Expense
Veterinary Services
Expense Total
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112
290
1
200
6,659

112
701
24
1,200
3,054

4,237
20,505
939
780
97,598

3,526
20,668
796
273
38,511

131,321

68,865

Year Ended
December 31,
2013

1,703

44,377

158,155

113,778

159,858

158,155

* Includes catnip toy and Annex Cat Rescue T-shirt supplies,
as well as public event and adopt-a-thon expenses
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